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Brother Charles Bernard Gregg, C.S.C.
I would like to extend condolences on behalf of the
Brothers of Holy Cross to Brother Charles’ sister
Patricia and her children, John and Andrea and their
families, his extended family from Ohio and
Kentucky and his friends.
Charles was a dedicated religious who wore many
hats during his time in Holy Cross. He taught for
many years in South Bend, Chicago, Evansville,
Akron, and Louisville. He was a youth minister for
a time in Michigan. He became a librarian for Holy
Cross College. After he retired, he was a substitute
teacher at Marian High School. Then he agreed to
become my assistant at Dujarie House and Schubert
Villa where he accompanied Brothers to the emergency room no matter what time
of day or night, prayed with the dying, encouraged the living and was a source of
spiritual support for me. In his spare time on Fridays, he volunteered at St.
Augustine’s soup kitchen.
Charles was a man who encountered failures in his life, but faced them with
courage and determination. After struggling with alcohol addiction, he dedicated
himself to assisting others trying to maintain sobriety through the AA program
here in South Bend. He felt that he had learned much about himself and his
relationship to God through the program and felt he was called to share this
knowledge with his fellow recovering addicts.
Anyone who ever met Charles knows that he was not shy about stating his opinion
about any topic. I would guess that is an occupational hazard for anyone who was
a librarian before the electronic age of Google search and other on-line websites
since librarians liked to think they had all the answers. Charles was proud to have
been a librarian and was frequently visited by former Holy Cross College students
he had befriended while assisting them in the library.

Charles regularly participated in the Mass either at Corpus Christi parish or here
in this chapel. He frequently complained about having to be at the Sunday vigil
mass, but still showed up. I think despite his protests that he loved getting dressed
up in his white robe and telling the celebrant what to do particularly at funerals.
Perhaps that came from his background of directing theater productions in
schools.
Charles was a man of prayer who heeded the biblical admonition not to make a
big show of praying particularly in public. He loved working at St. Augustine’s
soup kitchen. He found working with his fellow Brothers at Schubert Villa
challenging and trying of his patience, but he didn’t give up. Having struggled
with an addiction, he felt a life changing experience at Guest House where he was
able to recover a sense of perspective and humility. Hopefully the following poem
will illustrate Charles before Guest House.
I had a dream that death came the other night
And Heaven’s gate swung wide open.
With kindly grace an angel ushered me inside;
and there to my astonishment stood folks I had known on earth
and some I had judged and labeled unfit and of little worth.
Indignant words rose to my lips but were never set free;
for every face showed stunned surprise,
not one expected me.
Anonymous
I hope, Charles, that no one was surprised to see you.
Br. Thomas Cunningham
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Brother Charles Bernard Gregg, C.S.C.
January 19, 1942 – April 19, 2015
Brother Charles Bernard Gregg, C.S.C., age 73, died on
April 19, 2015 at his home in the Maple Lane
Apartments, in South Bend, Indiana. He was born in
Akron, Ohio on January 19, 1942, the son of Francis and
Dorothy (Joles) Gregg. He attended St. Paul’s
Elementary School and graduated from St. Mary’s High
School in Akron in June 1958. He studied for a year at
John Carroll University in Cleveland, Ohio and then
transferred to the University of Akron for 3 years where
he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Education in June
1962. He taught English and History for 4 years in the
Akron Public School District until May 1966. He joined
the Army that summer and served in Fort Benning, Georgia, receiving an
honorable medical discharge after 4 months. He followed a calling to join the
religious life as a Holy Cross Brother and entered the juniorate program at Holy
Cross Junior College on October 25, 1966. He went to St. Joseph’s Novitiate in
Rolling Prairie, Indiana on January 25, 1967 and completed his religious training
by pronouncing his first vows as a Brother of Holy Cross on August 16, 1968.
Since Charles was an experienced teacher he was assigned to St. Joseph’s High
School in South Bend where he taught for five years. He was recently honored by
one of the graduating classes as a favorite teacher at their 25 th reunion. Charles
attended summer schools at Notre Dame and in 1973 earned a Master of Arts
degree in English. He taught at Holy Trinity High in Chicago for a year, at
Archbishop Hoban High in Akron for 6 years, and Reitz Memorial High in
Evansville for a year. In 1981, he took a sabbatical from teaching and worked in
youth ministry at St. John the Baptist Church in Hartland, Michigan. In 1982,
Charles joined the faculty of Bishop David High School, where he taught for the
next 12 years (including the 10 years when the school was re-named Holy Cross
High School). He was an enthusiastic teacher. His advanced literature class was
popular. Many times former students would return and ask his help on
assignments which they had at the University of Louisville. Charles attended the
University of Indiana during summers and in 1988 earned a Master of Library
Science degree.
The degree provided the foundation for the position, in 1994, as Director of the
Library at Holy Cross College in Notre Dame. His skill in organization and
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helpfulness in finding resources were utilized by many students for the 12 years he
served. Charles served as the administrative assistant for Provincial Br Bob
Fillmore for 2 years. He lived at Holy Cross Village for 16 years and volunteered,
with other generous brothers at Notre Dame, who faithfully worked at the weekly
soup kitchen of St. Augustine’s Parish. He also taught in the Forever Learning
Center and assisted at Alcoholics Anonymous meetings. In 2010, Charles became
the director of five brothers who form the Maple Lane Community on the west
side of South Bend.
He generously continued his service to the Holy Cross Village community as the
assistant superior of the Village for 6 years. He was the busy sacristan for the
popular Sunday Mass at St. Joseph’s Chapel and often served as the master of
ceremonies at community functions, particularly jubilees and funerals. Charles
had many friends at Corpus Christi parish and elementary school, where he
frequently attended daily mass. His cheerfulness, beaming smile, and stimulating
conversation were treasured by all who knew him.
Visitation will be held on Thursday, April 23rd, at St. Joseph’s Chapel of Holy
Cross College at Notre Dame from 9:30 to 11:0am on the grounds of Holy Cross
Village at Notre Dame. The Mass of Resurrection will then follow with interment
afterward in St. Joseph’s Cemetery of the Village. Kaniewski Funeral Home is
handling the arrangements.
Memorial contributions, in honor of Brother Charles Gregg, C.S.C., to support the
mission and ministries of the Brothers may be sent to: Brothers of Holy Cross,
Office of Development, P.O. Box 460, Notre Dame, IN 46556.
Br. Lawrence Stewart
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Holy Cross Today - Ghana
Read the latest news in Holy Cross Today – Ghana or
selected publications using links below.

January-March 2015, Vol 17 Issue 1:
http://www.brothersofholycross.com/GhanaDWA/Pu
blications/Publications.html/DNL1701JanMar2015.pdf

All publications of Holy Cross Today – Ghana:
http://www.brothersofholycross.com/GhanaDWA/Pu
blications/Publications.html
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US Province of Priest and Brothers

The Midwest Province sends congratulations to our Priests and Brothers in the
United States Province as they celebrate their Anniversary Time.

-6-

Holy Trinity High School
Athletic Hall of Fame Banquet and Induction Ceremony
Dear Brothers of Holy Cross,
You are cordially invited to the 2015
HTHS Athletic Hall of Fame
Banquet and Induction Ceremony. It will be on Thursday,
June 4, 2015, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM
Cash Bar, 7:00 PM Dinner (Wine
served during dinner) at Café la
Café, 2777 Manheim Road, Des
Plaines, Illinois. Cost is $60 per
person.
Come support our distinguished inductees and have an enjoyable evening.
2015 Inductees

Master of Ceremonies

Divia Nelson ’07, Basketball
Eddie Leon ’09, Baseball
Stephen Gladden, Cross Country & Track
Coach 1996 – Present

Qiana Young ‘98
Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee 2006

Please share this information with your friends and invite them to attend.
I hope to see you there.
Thank you.

Make checks payable to Holy Trinity High
School and send your check and
reservation to:

Kind regards,

On line: www.holytrinity-hs.org

Chet Lis
Alumni Association President &
Athletic Hall of Fame Chairperson
515 W. Torrey Pines Way
Vernon Hills, IL 60061
847-816-8433
chetlis27@aol.com

Mail to: Dan Quero
Holy Trinity High School
1443 W. Division Street
Chicago, IL 60642
Telephone: 773-278-4212 x3047
Email: dquero@holytrinity-hs.org
RSVP Deadline May 25, 2015
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Reflection

The quality of our lives is largely shaped
by the choices we make concerning
the allocation of time.
Michael Casey
THIS REFLECTION IS COURTESY OF MISSION, ETHICS & SPIRITUALITY
PROVIDENCE HEALTH CARE, VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA
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Past and Present Vowed Religious who work(ed) in the District of
West Africa/Liberia. Ghanian members are listed from 1st vows.
Use the following link to all past congregational members who have been or are
presently active in Ghana, our District in West Africa.
http://www.brothersofholycross.com/GhanaDWA/PastPresent/PastPresent.docx
http://www.brothersofholycross.com/GhanaDWA/PastPresent/PastPresent.pdf

Past Copies of Midwest-Midweek
Past copies of Midwest-Midweek may be viewed by scanning
the icon or clicking on the link below.
http://www.brothersofholycross.com/midmid.htm
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View Website at:
View Midwest-Midweek at:
www.brothersofholycross.com www.brothersofholycross.com/midmid.htm
Please have material to Br. Charles McBride by Thursday the week before
Midwest-Midweek is published.
Editor: Br. Charles McBride - cmcbride@brothersofholycross.com
Webmaster: Br. Richard Johnson - rjohnson@brothersofholycross.com
Proofreader: Br. George Klawitter
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