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Robi 

 
A man of quiet talent, he worked 
beside the rushes water brings, 

the lotus and the asphodel. 
 

Even so, his virtue stung by virus, 
Robi fell, a blossom gathered, 

our purification purified. 
 

Banked in flowers, gentle brother 
swims his way beyond our love 

to bask in heaven’s wonder. 
 

Thousands miss him as he learns 
his way through seraphim, in marvel 
takes his place, a beatific new one. 

 
Now chrysanthemum and water-rose 

becalm his ravaged blood— 
he shines in joy, at home at last. 

 
—Brother George Klawitter, CSC 

  

Brother Robi 
Purificaton, 
C.S.C. 
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This Week 

Information on individual early Brothers of St. Joseph for posting week by week 

in 2020. 

October 4 – 10 In this week on October 9, 1822, Vincent Pieau came to Ruille. He 

became a superb teacher and came to Indiana in 1840 in order to train new 

teachers.  He was the patriarch of the  missionary group and lived until 1890, much 

revered.  

October 11 – 17  On October 13, 1843, the volatile Brother Mary Joseph wrote to 

Father Sorin about conditions in Madison, Indiana. 

 

 

 

The link below will help you to browse information on St. Charles Boys Home.  It 

uses Google to browse, so only a top few sites refer to St. Charles. Join those 

celebrating the 100th anniversary by visiting their sights. 

Click below for references to sites: 

Saint Charles Boys Home 

  
  

https://www.google.com/search?source=hp&ei=5md8X53oH8yAtgXR4JmgBA&q=St+Charles+boys+home+wi&oq=St+Charles+boys+home+wi&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzoLCC4QxwEQowIQkwI6CAgAELEDEIMBOgIIADoLCC4QsQMQxwEQowI6CAguEMcBEKMCOgUIABCxAzoICC4QxwEQrwE6DgguEMcBEK8BEMkDEJMCOgIILjoFCC4QsQM6CwguELEDEMkDEJMCOg4ILhCxAxCDARDHARCvAToLCC4QsQMQxwEQrwE6BAgAEAM6FAguELEDEIMBEMcBEK8BEMkDEJMCOgUIABDJA1CGKFjJyAtgu80LaABwAHgAgAG3AYgB_w6SAQQxOC41mAEAoAEBqgEHZ3dzLXdpeg&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwid85TDgKDsAhVMgK0KHVFwBkQQ4dUDCAk&uact=5
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 Reflection - Hilarion Ferton 
Columba Hall, 10/2/2020 

 
By Andre Fritz, CSC 

 

Brothers, I’m currently settling in to my last year of initial 

formation, my last year of studying theology, and my 

classmates and I are preparing for professing final vows next 

fall.  I don’t know what that last year of initial formation was 

like for you, or how that took shape, but for me and my 

classmates, we are part of a faith sharing group led by our 

rector Fr. John Herman and Br. Chet Freel.  

This faith sharing group is a way for us to reflect more intentionally on the 

decision to profess final vows. To reflect on the vows of poverty, chastity, and 

obedience, and how God’s been calling us, drawing us, to what we have 

discovered as a desire for living religious life in Holy Cross we’ve been reading 

some letters written by Holy Cross’ own Fr. Tom Barosse - particularly a letter he 

wrote as Superior General of our Congregation, and it is titled “A Radically 

Evangelical Life.” Fr. Barosse asks a simple, yet provocative question at the very 

beginning of that letter: “Need we be religious to serve the Church?”  

I find myself pondering that question, “need we be religious to serve the Church?” 

and in a sense I want to say: well, no! One doesn’t need to be a religious to serve 

the Church...people serve the Church in so many beautiful, visible, and oftentimes 

invisible ways - one doesn’t need to be a religious to be involved in catechesis, 

music ministry, ministry to the homebound and the sick, visiting those in hospice 

care and other compassionate care ministries ˗˗ one does not need to be a religious 

to be a theologian either!  

And yet, that’s not the question Fr. Barosse is addressing, is it? It’s not “Need one 

be a religious to serve the Church?” The question is: “Need we (need I) be a 

religious to serve the Church?” In a sense, it’s like, I could do any amount of 

service and good to the Church, but do I need to be a religious to serve the Church. 

The question cuts a little deeper and makes us pause.  

Br. Hilarion Ferton thought so. 

https://www.holycrossusa.org/staff/member/1608000/
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I gotta be honest with you, I knew completely nothing about 

Br. Hilarion Ferton before Br. George Klawitter invited me 

to give a reflection on him at today’s mass with you all.  

But then I read about him and I heard about how he was the 

leader of the brothers on the second mission attempt in 

Algeria, back in 1844. Br. Andre Mottais had been there a 

year before, and had gotten very sick and had to return. But 

Br. Hilarion had such obedience to the needs of the world 

that he accepted to go with five other brothers to teach at the 

Brothers’ school in Oran, Algeria. He would depart in 1844 

at the age of 26 and die over there just five years later, in 1849 at the age of 32.  

No one I think lived more for obedience to the mission of Holy Cross than Br. 

Hilarion did in five short years. He taught seventy students in a classroom, without 

any books - and had difficulty learning the language. Yet he was sensitive, kind, 

willing to learn, devotedly zealous, and unflagging in his perseverance for the 

mission of Holy Cross in the lives of those students - as Fr. Moreau has said 

elsewhere: that mission of extending the reign of Jesus Christ into the hearts of 

those we serve. 

It may not have been the case that to serve the Church, Br. Hilarion needed to be a 

religious...but for Br. Hilarion, being a religious was exactly how he could best 

serve the church.  

May he and all the Guardian Angels in heaven continue to inspire in us that same 

desire for mission - in the visible and invisible parts of our lives as religious. And 

may their spirit live on in the members of Holy Cross today who strive to make 

God known, loved, and served throughout the world. 
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Classroom Setting During COVID 
St. Edward High School 

Brother Dennis Bednarz 

 

St. Edward gave its students the option of attending in person or remotely. All 

teachers have a Podcaster in their classrooms to stream their classes to students 

who choose to remain at home. But those students must have their video on and be 

in the dress code. 

 

If you notice in the photos, there is a major 

change in our dress code this year. Since 

students must wear a face mask, they are not 

required to wear neckties. Also, our 

bicentennial poster for the Brothers of St. 

Joseph is in my classroom. 

 

 I am also attaching a picture I designed (as a 

son of the Land of Lincoln) to remind students 

to socially distance in our Social Studies 

Department. You have to try to have fun with 

this situation. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Brother Dennis Bednarz, C.S.C. 
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Communications Director - Full-Time 
 
Sisters of the Holy Cross, Inc., located on the beautiful Saint Mary’s campus in Notre 
Dame, IN has a full-time exempt salaried Communication Director position open. 
 
The Communications Director leads, nurtures, and empowers a creative, professional, 
and collaborative Communications Department team whose goals and objectives are to 
support the priorities of the Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy Cross 
worldwide.  The Communications Director communicates and promotes the mission, 
values, direction, news, and activities of the Sisters of the Holy Cross to members, 
employees, associates, donors, volunteers, and other stakeholders through 
communications media and platforms such as printed publications and social media.  In 
addition, the Communications Director oversees the operation of the Copy and Mail 
Center whose goals and objectives are to provide complete, accurate, cost effective, 
and environmentally responsible mail and copy services and related functions for the 
Congregation, departments, and employees.  In the course of doing this work, the 
Communications Director is responsible for maintaining standards of excellence, 
accuracy and timeliness in communications while responsibly stewarding human, 
financial, and material resources. 
 
Seeking applicants with the following requirements: 
 

• Understands and embraces the Mission and Core Values of the Sisters of the Holy Cross. 

• Ability to build and maintain collaborative working relationships with sisters and staff, 
both locally and globally.  Servant leader who cares deeply about the people they 
serve, both sisters and staff. 

• Must possess exceptional written, oral, and presentation skills.  Has the ability to 
collaborate with a variety of stakeholders, including those from other cultures and 
countries with administrative competence and computer literacy. 

• Experience with project management and monitoring departmental and staffing 
budgets. 

• Five (5) years of corporate communications experience required with at least five (5) 
years of proven leadership abilities and experience supervising a creative team of 
professionals. 

• Bachelor’s degree in Communications or related field required.  Master’s degree 
preferred.  

Position is full-time, exempt/salaried.  Compensation depends on experience.  Excellent 
benefits package including: medical, dental, and vision insurance, short term and long-
term disability insurance, group term life insurance and AD&D, paid vacation, sick, and 
holidays, 403(b) retirement savings plan, and tuition assistance program.  
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We look forward to receiving your application today!  For more information, please 
contact our Human Resources department at (574) 284-5660 or visit our website 
at https://www.cscsisters.org/employees/. 
 

Sisters of the Holy Cross is an equal opportunity employer.  It is the policy of Sisters of the Holy 
Cross Inc. that, as required by law, equal employment opportunities be available to all 
employees and job applicants in hiring, promotion, discharge, compensation and other terms, 
conditions and privileges of employment, without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, 
age, religion, veteran status, citizen status, disability, sexual orientation or any other category 
protected by law.  Appropriate steps will be taken to provide reasonable accommodations upon 
request to qualified individuals with disabilities, so long as doing so does not cause an undue 
hardship. 

  

 

  

https://www.cscsisters.org/employees/
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For more reflections to grow spiritually 

please visit our new blog 

https://weeklyspiritualinsights.org/ 
 

Holy Cross Roads  

Writings for the Journey  
 

Being and Doing 

 

Dear Associates and Friends, 

Are being and doing direct opposites or do they go together like “love and 
marriage?”  We see these two played out in Luke’s depiction of Jesus’ friends, 
Martha and Mary.  Mary was content in just being with Jesus while Martha was 
“busy about many things” preparing the dinner.  The song says of love and 
marriage “You can’t have one without the other.”   

When do we get the direction, the motivation, the energy to love our neighbor as 
ourselves – the ultimate test of being Christian?  In contemplation not only are we 
to rest in God but we are to receive the grace to do God’s will and maybe try and 
accomplish many things that we would be reluctant to do or even afraid of doing 
on our own.  How could five loaves and two fish feed thousands?  Do not put 
anything past what God can do in and through us if we have faith and trust. 

With the new technology we are able to touch the world.   

O God, help me to seek the balance between my prayer life and serving 
others seeing how one feeds the other. 

Brother Carl Sternberg, C.S.C. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

https://weeklyspiritualinsights.org/
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From the Voice of Moreau Website 

The website features a Holy Cross sister, a brother, and a priest, with 

a weekly story on the blog. Check the following link below. 

Midwest-Midweek will post links to these members as they become 

available. 

Website:     http://www.voiceofmoreau.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

200th Anniversary Recognition 
 

An excerpt from the Alumni Soundings Newsletter, Saint Joseph High School, 

South Bend, by Mr. Henry Chandler, Alumni Coordinator: 

 

“The Brothers of Holy Cross, who staffed Saint 

Joseph High School for many years, are 

currently celebrating the 200th Anniversary of 

the founding of their order. The last Holy Cross 

Brothers to serve at Saint Joseph High School,  

Brother Robert Dierker, C.S.C. and Brother 

Edward Foken, C.S.C., retired in 2006 and 

2010 respectively. Saint Joseph High School is 

grateful for the many years of service provided 

by the order to our school. Please keep the 

intentions of the Brothers in your prayers.” 

 

 

Brother 
Philip  
Smith, 
C.S.C. 

(l-r) Brother Robert 
and Brother Edward 

Brother 
Ben  
Rossi, 
C.S.C. 

http://www.voiceofmoreau.org/
http://www.voiceofmoreau.org/
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Brother 
James  
Kane, 
C.S.C. 
 

 

 

Past Copies of Midwest-Midweek 

Since February 2006 

Past copies of Midwest-Midweek may be viewed by 

scanning the icon or clicking on the link below.  

http://brothersofholycross.com/publications/archived-

publications/ 
 
View 

Website at:  

www.brother

sofholycross.

com 

View Midwest-Midweek at: 

http://brothersofholycross.com/publications/midwest 

-midweek-newsletter/ 

Editor Br. Kenneth Kane 

Webmaster Br. Richard Johnson 

Proofreader Br. George Klawitter 

Please send material to the link below by Thursday the week before Midwest-Midweek is published. 

Send material to this address: 

Midwest-Midweek@brothersofholycross.com 

http://brothersofholycross.com/publications/archived-publications/
http://brothersofholycross.com/publications/archived-publications/
http://www.brothersofholycross.com/
http://www.brothersofholycross.com/
http://www.brothersofholycross.com/
http://www.brothersofholycross.com/
http://brothersofholycross.com/publications/midwest-midweek-newsletter/
http://brothersofholycross.com/publications/midwest-midweek-newsletter/
mailto:Midwest-Midweek@brothersofholycross.com

