; On Sunday evemng and Monday, Apnl 26-27 a gathenng of the Mldwest Provmce

~ general chapter delegates was held at Schubert Villa, Notre Dame. The meeting was called by

' Br. William Geenen, pmwnmal, and was intended to give the delegaxes and alternatesan

| opportumty to review items suggested for the provisional. agenda of the. chapter that begins July 5
" in Rome at the generalate of the De La Salle Christian Brothers on Via Aurelia. Present at the

" meeting were Brs. Wlﬂmm Geenen, Donald Gibbs, Kenneth Haders, Thomas Maddix,

_ Joseph-Fox, John Tryon and Raymond Papenfuss (alternate).” Brs. Michael Amakyi and

. Richard Gllman ‘were unable to attend, as was altemate Br. Donald Stabrowski. The delegates
 also discussed other matters connected with the chap
o and -assistants gmerak

e Br Rnbert Fillmore called attention toan article. appcmng in the Fall 1997 edmon of -
: \Flashpomt ‘a magdzine geared toward teenage interests, entitled, “Diffusing Our Differences,”

h as the election of a superior general o

 which uses Bob's class at Holy Triity High School as an example of how mtiracial classroom

i'? Settmgs can be arenas for leaming life values‘that encourage seemgdxﬁfer ici

o In hls ‘column, edxtor Tom Toussamt says “Our thanks to Holy Cross Brother Bab

3 Fnllmore and his social justice class who so- graciously gave of their nme and ldeas as we put thls
"package togethar ‘We couldn’t have done it without you!” '

. Bob. alsa dlrected the fawlty rgtreat far A:chblshop ngley Semmary m late March

Br. John Tryon, vocatlon pmmoter alerted the News Items to several mterestmg pleces
of mformatmn R

.. Br.Joseph MtTaggart’s amde “lee szh Not Knowmg We Are in the Water,”

f' ongmally published in Brothers to Others: Our Way of Being, was repubhshed in the'1998 issue
§ of szzon under the title, “What’s So Special About Brothers?”” =~ _

The internet. addrcss for the vbcatlon web- ‘age for the Mldwest Provmce is

Phoemx, who © undm'went throat surgery at the end of April.
S William. Munyan has been acc

a few years ago and was a'ppmved, but:.dala entry to do further sméles

= Begmmng in mxd—Apnl M kJ. Mackmck of BJLD@RCN M&tketmg R
: Conemltauts Inc., LaGrange, Indiar ired part tinie as an information consultant for The
Holy Cross Village at Notre Dame wi ipecific tasks. centered around the preparation; with Br.
" Jobn May, Director of Planning, of an interest survey to be sent to nearly 6000 individuals on
- the BROTHERS mailing list; and someti 'dilnng the summer. of anmmal brochure w1th basw |
‘ mfonnatwnchheV’ﬁla.geformteres 2 S N )

ted into the candidacy program for the fall Bill apphed ST



Who’s on first? The confusion so humorously portrayed by Abbot and Costello has been
replicated in a less laughable but still good natured way as various individuals and administrative -

~ components at the Holy Cross Brothers Center have accomplished moves in the recent past.

Br. William Geenen, provincial, now has his office and quarters in the new bungalow
immediately adjacent to Dujarie House on the east. Br. Phnllp Armstrong, Br. William’s ‘
secretary, has his office in one of the rooms in the same bungalow. In the adjacent bungalow is
Br. Joseph Fox, regional director of the brothers on the Center grounds, who has both quarters
and office there. Br. Donald Gibbs, assistant provincial, has moved his quarters to the guest
room of the provincial office bungalow and has retained his office in the provincial residence
wing until the completion of the three bungalows just north of the provincial house, at which
time he will occupy the center bungalow for both office and quarters. These bungalows are

~expected to be completed before the end of May. At that time, Br. John May, Director of
* Planning, and Br. Philip Armstrong will move their quarters into the bungalow nearest U.S.
31 1/33 and Mr Frank Mackmck, mformatlon L consultant for The Holy Cross Village at Notre .

i ek

: 5% Hlearest e acCess roud that will serve as a model
open to the pubhc and will house oﬁce space for those who assist Frank.

. All other former residents of Basil Hall have by this time been relocated in Columba Hall,
the provincial residential wing (now known as the Faculty House)-or Schubert Villa. At -
Columba Hall are former Basil residents Brs. Alexius Adam, Richard Gilson, Pedro Haering,
James Kumba, Isaac Jogues Motz, Bernard Platte and James Roth (E). At the Faculty House
are Brs. Tony Dadzie (temporarily), Robert Dierker, Charles Drevon, Raymond Dufresne,
Edward Foken, Raymond Harrington, James Leik and Harold Ruplmger At Schubert Villa
are Brs. Philip Armstrong and John May. The province busxness office remains as and where
it has always been. Many of the moves into bungalows and provmmal residence are temporary
and will be readjusted when the apartment building under constructlon just south Qf Schubert
Villa is completed around the end of the calendar year. R _

Br. Donald Johnroe reports that on Sunday, January 4, a statue of Blessed Br. Andre
‘was blessed by Fr. Jack Birkmeyer, C.S. C., at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Church in Fort
Lauderdale, Flonda, thh several Holy Cross men ‘and women present The statue s1ts in the
Blessed Sacrament chapel just off the main body of the church. : 5
Donald was privileged to take a day trip by chartered plane to Cuba for the visit of Pope
John Paul IL On the plane were Cardin oger M ney Los Angeles, Cardinal Maida
o orDiettolt” iaries. The plane arrived in Cuba at
: _p m "Donald terms it a very memorable day

830 am. andretume to Florida a
Br. Richard Gilman, pres1dent of Holy Cross College, was present in Miami in the '

LeMans Room of the Fontainebleau Hilton to receive the Campus Compact National Center for
Community Colleges 1998 Service-Learning Collaboration Award in the category of
Collaboration with K-12. ‘Dr. John Raymer, Chairman of the Humanities Division at the
College, and his wife, Ann Raymer ‘who works with the South Bend Public Library, were -
present also. Br. Richard explains that “the award is for our participation in the homework
tutoring project in collaboration with the South Bend Pubhc Library and the city’s Public School
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S The letter of nonﬁcatxon { part, “The readers were very mpressed wnth your o
 nomination. “The work you have been doing within the service-learning field is commendable. -

- We hope that, through your leadership and that of your faculty and staff, more institutions of -

- higher education will integrate semce«»iearmng wrthm theird mstmmws You'also exemphﬁed ,
the importance ofcoﬂabotatmn and how', ; ; _‘ ) i . wectmaccomphsh socxal_[ _
: :5;transformauon’” ,, : e et




A year ago Br. Jerome was elected to a two-year term as chairman of the Western and
Central District Branch of the Ghana National Association of Technical Institutes. He was
recently part of a three-member team to be interviewed by a local FM radio station as a way of
informing the public that many technical and vocational schools are available for youth who may
night have other opportunities for education. Most of these schools are designed to help =~
underprivileged youth, The Western/Central branch of the GNATT is composed of 32 member
schools, who all recogmze the value of young people to society and give priority to their training
by providing instruction in & vanety of marketable skills at different educational levels so the
young people may become active, self-supportmg members of their communities. :

_ Br. Daniel will be in the U.S. in late June to participate in a meeting of the Holy Cross
Associates. ‘Br. Michael Amakyi and he are formmg a group of assocmtes mostly compnsed of
- past students from schools taught by Holy Cross in: Ghana v

From March 17 unt11 April 10 Br. PhlhprArmstrong was in Ghana at the request of Fr
“Cinae GBSt S T Gitlinie eral, present three ‘
workshops for brothers Br. Phlhp ha,d been scheduled to attend the 40"‘ anmversary celebratlons :
earlier, but could not because of his aunt’s illness and death.
The first gathering was a weekend for all members of the District of West Africa at the
rrequest of Br. Michael Amakyi. The topic was the History and Heritage of Holy Cross, wqth '
- special application to West Africa. Br. Joel gave the general backgmund and Br Phthp R
: partlculanzed the arrival and development of Holy Cross since 1957, .~ - L7
. The second set of presentations was held over a period of four days for the pre~novu:es
~and candeates at St. Joseph’s Hall, Sekondi.- Dunng three sessions the four pre-novices were =
given background talks on Holy Cross history and heritage, then they jomed the twelve '
“candidates for another three sessions of broader material on Holy Crossin'W. Africa. Emphasxs
was placed on the contnbunons of the “brother ancestors” in Holy Cross who brought the
community to Ghana and established it thtough their years of effort there. "
R - The final presentation was a full morning’s consideration of the lay religious life and i its
: reqmrements for brothers in West Africa. The session attracted a core group of brothers from
- several communities in Ghana who will be plzummg further gatherings for their wider - -
' membershxp Br. Joel spoke about the brother as both being a prophet and doing ministry as a
prophet. Br. Philip contributed specific suggestions in the form of “Ten Commandments for the
Brother as Prophet 7

~ Michael used several  thank Br 1 and ﬁhthp for their presence and conmbuuons ‘
A serious energy crisis hit Ghana m late January, partially as a result of El Nino’s .~ ~ ‘
curtailing the fall rains that maintain the level of water in Lake Volta, the site of Akosombo Dam,
supplier of hydroelectric power to the country. The buildup of silt in the lake, as well as -
breakdowns in four of the six turbines helping produce electricity, caused the Volta River
-Authority and the Electricity Corporatlon of Ghana to initiate severe rationing of electricity
throughout the country.. Initially set at 24 hours of power, 24 without, the authorities quickly
" reviewed this scheme, realizing it would be inadequate. Areas without industrial concentration
were slated to have 12 hours on, 24 oﬁ' and this rema:ned fairly. constam: dunng the three and a




half weeks Brs. Joel and Philip were.in Ghana. ‘Where business and industry are found in
concentration, the rationing moved from 12 on, 24 off to 6 on and 48 off. St. John’s School, in
one such zone, goes without electricity on an unpredlctable schedule closer to 6 on, 60 off.
 The short- and. 1ong~term consequences and their implications are not hard to imagine.

Cooling is nearly impossible in areas where power is on only 6 hours at a time. . Sekondi is on the
more severe rationing schedule. Cape Coast and Brafoyaw are:on the more lenient 12-24 .
timetable. However, the Electricity Corporation warned that if the level of the lake sank any =~
farther, it might be necessary to shut down the hydroeiectnc plant altogether by the end of Apnl.
- The brothers are affected, as is everyone, and the topic [preoccupies everyone’s mind and

* conversation, because it clearly affects the boarding programs at St. Augustine’s and St. John’s,
-and the manner of shopping for food and storing it: Srs. Jane Chantal, Esther, and Madelme
Therese in Takoradi noted it has become necessary to shop daily for food-the increasingly
~ common practice of all Ghanaians. In a country where people pride themselves on Welcommg
guests hospitably with a cold drink; evenifonly water; there is honest. Frassment inpot -
being able to do so because of no refrigeration: Average temperatures four to six degrees higher
than normal are dxﬂiemt to bear without electricity to power fans, especxally at mght Daytlme
: temperatures«are in the 90's Wrth mrd-SO‘s at mght and theh,, T

mvestment in business and. mdustry and in promotmg tounsm The
program on hold, as few investors can be persuaded that rationed electncrty and its uncertain
avarlablhty in the future would not seriously impact their efforts to set up and conduct business. -
Tourists are being cautioned not to come until there is a resolution of the problem. Br, Edward
Dailey, secretary to the general admrmstratlon in Rome, was planning to visit Ghana at the end
of his tour several months from now, but is reconsidering. Br. Donald Allen, who was invited
by former brother Jerome Chandler to go back to Ghana for a visit in June, still plans to be
there from late June to about mid-July. It is not a question of whether one can survive in Ghana;
it is whether the activities one seeks to engage in can be pursued with the expected ease. Food
prices were begmnmg to escalate a bit, aceordmg to Br. Vincent Gross at Brafoyaw. So far
there are no shorteges of pamc.ulargoods or petrol, but any extension of the drought and its
effects could bring about further comphcatrons in the food ard transportatron markets. ‘

' The heavy rainy seasor had begun upcountry and held promise, but expert redlct that
evenunderthebest; 64 ‘

permits the resumptron of pum ing neede le power everywhere One au
predicted that it will be two year. e normal conditions return. The potential | impact on
business and industry. already in i easy to. predlct if they are unable to ﬁmcuon atall, or
only at a greatly reduced capacity. . R SR ST _ ‘
- Prayers are requested that the serious energy «situ?aﬁonin Ghm'ihave” a q;ﬁek resolution,
and that the brothers, who conside mselves “men thh hope to bring” in Ghana, may be able
to reahze this goal both for themseives and others. - :




