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BROTHER PAUL MATTINGLY, C.S.C.
Born: May 16, 1920

Professed: August 16, 1940

Died: October 8, 1990

We read on the wall behind me, “Spes Unica,” our
“Only Hope.” That “only hope” refers, of course, to the cross
of Christ. In the first article of our Holy Cross Community’s
Constitution on “The Cross, Our Hope” is this sentence: “If
we would be faithful to the gospel we must take up our cross
daily and follow him.” It is not likely that any of us here has
taken up that cross daily more faithfully, for the past eight to
twelve years, than Paul.

Paul was Jack to his family, he was Anton for so many
years to most of us, and, I believe, by the sort of paradox
with which we must all live, he was one of God’s favorite
songs for all of this time, and before.

Paul had several hobbies which he practiced during his
teaching life. He liked to take pictures and he was very good
at it; he liked golf but I don’t know how good he was as that
was one of the first things he surrendered; and he liked to go
to movies — perhaps in that order, but [ am not certain. He
was a teacher, and he loved to teach Spanish. And he loved
anything Spanish, or Mexican, especiallv food and music. |
can only reconstruct by speculation and ‘studied guesses,’
but I suspect that when he came to realize there was
something wrong (and I don'’t believe he knew what it was
for many years) he arranged to go to Mexico and to teach
and work there, where, perhaps, the slow loss of his ability
to express himself in English may not have hindered him
quite so much as it did in our high schools. But whatever the
details may have been, he found no solution that was long-
lived, and less than two years after offering his service to
help the patients at Dujarie House he became one of them.

Slowly, very slowly, and one by one, he surrendered
all those things we identify with personal independence and
freedom. And it was not at all like breaking an arm or one’s
back and suddenly finding oneself dependent upon others. It
was an ever-so-gradual process, one in which we find
ourselves caught up in the charade of hoping, and
sometimes acting, as if things would change for the better
while knowing they really would not.

Paul communicated with his eyes. | am not sure we
could ever know what went through his mind. In the early
years of his confinement he would bring me the entertain-
ment section of the South Bend Tribune where he would
have a movie ad marked by a pencil, telling me he wanted to
be taken to that movie. When we left the house he would
hand me a small ad, neatly cut from the paper, an ad for
Chi-Chi’s or Hacienda. So [ knew our trip should include a
stop there after the movie. But others took him to such
places more often than I and they know this even better. He
followed, as well as he could, the sports’ teams and he was
aware of the exploits of his namesake from Evansville, Don
Mattingly of the New York Yankees. He would bring the
sports’ section from time to time and he would have carefully
circled the name “Mattingly” wherever it appeared in the
write-up. Early on in his illness I would take him with me
when [ visited my sister’s family in New Albany because his
sister, Marcie, was also living and working in New Albany.
On these trips, 250 miles each way — we would always
have to stop. He would pull on my arm to be sure [ saw the
sign for Long John Silver or the Red Lobster along the
highway. He loved fish and we would stop to eat. And then
he would pay the bill. Or, to be more precise, he would hand
me the money to pay the bill. I neither knew, nor cared,
where the money had come from.

Perhaps it is well that few of us have been, or will be,
called to carry that special kind of cross which God gave Paul
at some point eight to twelve years ago. A cross nearly
unrecognizable at the beginning, then quietly making itself
evident through mysterious changes that must have been
terribly frightening to him, a cross that was ultimately all-
consuming. In turn, over a half dozen years, he lost his abili-
ty to speak, then he could not read, his ability to be of any
physical service to others or even himself, was lost. To live
with and accept the loss of speaking, the ability to walk, to
communicate with others, to call for help, to feed oneself —
and to do this without complaint in any kind of language,
without bitterness, but with grace, is saintly. I lived with Paul
seven years at Dujarie House and my greatest regret in leav-
ing there fifteen months ago was that I would lose his daily
example of patience, resignation, and joy.

Certainly Paul was one of the most lovable men we had
at Dujarie House. | know the nurses and other workers
would give similar testimony. He was a prime example of the
value of touch in expressing affection. In fact, if you offered
him your hand you had better make him promise to give it
back!

Anton, or Paul, or Jack — however we call him — will
forever be a symbol to all of us who knew him intimately — a
symbol of how to live, of how to accept God's will
regardless, of how to smile regardless, of how to be a source
of cheer to others regardless of our own circumstances. He
probably would never have been able to tell us how we
should live. But he never had to — he showed us every day.

To close, may I quote, as I did once before, from the
great Indian poet, Tagore:
“I have got my leave. Bid me farewell my brothers!
I bow to you all and take my departure.
Here, I give back the keys of my door —
and I give up all claims to my house.
I ask only for last kind words from you.
We were neighbors for long,
but I received more that I could give.
Now the day has dawned
and the lamp that lit my dark corner is out.
A summons has come and | am ready for my
journey.”

Be with God, Paul.
BROTHER PEDRO HAERING, C.S.C.

The above “remembrance” was presented at the Wake Ser-
vice on Wednesday, October 10, 1990.



OCTOBERFEST

October is a mellow month,

It's May in autumn splendor.

Spring birds now wear resplendent clothes
For traveling South or refusing to surrender
To winter snows.

October is a cool, crisp month,

Its heavy harvest moon of orange and gold
Shines down on every pumpkin patch
And paints plump pumpkins bold,

A true moon match.

With similar glowing paints

October saints are colored crisp and mellow —
St. Remy and The Little Flower

Open the month to a saintly shower:
Guardian Angels, Mary's beads,

Each intercedes.

Then Spain’s Teresa and Assisi’s son,

Still our favorite friar and nun,

Join Luke in his Gospel and Acts

To inspire martyrs by gentle forceful facts,
Putting Isaac Joques and John Brebouf

With Simon and Jude in a life-offering mood
To underscore Margaret Mary Alacoque’s
Ecstatic message:

God’s love, a Sacred Heart of pulsing strokes,
Acts as a leaven,

Leading each one of us to happy heaven.

October is a leaf-raking month,

Where colored leaves are stained-glass coins
Offered to Rosary Mary and October saints
As gifts to God, as love enjoins.

Crisp, cool October days
Bring fresh life to a world ablaze
With happy autumn colors.

Octoberfest, indeed!

— BROTHER REMIGIUS BULLINGER, C.S.C.

Between the Lines, was a regular column in this publication for several years. BROTHER LAWRENCE MILLER was the
faithful author of the book reviews. He had asked to be excused from future commitments, but accepted a request for the following
mini review.

“Consider Jesus: Waves of Renewal in Christology” by Elizabeth A. Johnson; Crossroad Publishing Co. 149 pages; $14.95

This book is must reading for persons who wish to enhance their spiritual life. It is written in language that a Catholic Sunday
congregation can understand. Christology is “in” spirituality nowadays, and this book takes the teaching of Vatican II into account.
The Church encourages us to promote “Biblical Studies,” and this book includes modern day research as part of its theme. “Lord
Jesus Christ, help us to understand you”
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COME, HOLY SPIRIT

Taking one’s self too seriously You are not unfocused, wandering, confused,

Is insulting to God The Holy Spirit, You are blissfully, blithely FREE!
He Who ardently begs us: JUST DO MY WILL
“Do not fear it!
Keep your wheels turning GLEEFULLY"
On this cloverleaf to perfection,
There are exits to answers (A revelation to BROTHER REMIGIUS BULLINGER,
On the road in each direction. C.S.C., while attending Forging Our Vision in dJune,
Gathering '90. Discussion sessions — pictured below.
Stop fretting about the future — Please file this as an aid in my early canonization process.)
That’s my task.
You just do your Christ-like work,
That's all  ask.

God is Three-In-One —
Big enough to figure out even an abstruse direction;
So drop your callous self-importance:

Just say your prayers and do your work.
Trust Me. | RFE.
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PRAYER INTENTIONS

_ Deceased: Brother Gregoire Bleau, MWB; Brother Paul Mattingly, MWB; Brother Stephen Titzer, SWB;
. Frere Gaudias St-Onge, CB; Frere Lucien Tourigny, CB; Father James E. Kline, IP; Father William J. Coughlan,
- IP; Brother Protase Bauer, EP; Sister M. Charles, CSC; Sister Mary Immaculate, CSC; Sister M. Agnes Virginia,
- CSC:; Sister Marie Theresa, CSC; Sister M. Alexandrine, CSC; Sister M. Mechtildis, CSC; Sister M. Josephita,
CSC: Sister M. Annella, CSC: Sister M. Jovita, CSC; Sister M. Jovita, CSC; Philip Leimeister, brother of
" Brother Lewis; Carlos A. Valles, brother of Modesto; Edward Wilson, brother of Brother Raphael; brother of
‘Brother Robert Lavelle; sister of Brother Peter Nault; Sister M. Ruberta, CSC.
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Publication of the Midwest Province; Notre Dame, Indiana, 46556. Editorial Board: Brother Robert Siegel,
Publisher; Brother Giles Martin, Proofreader; Brothers Martinus Bombardier, Eduardo Michalik, Photographers; Prin-
ting: The Papers, Inc., Milford, Indiana.
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