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Mentors and Friends

From left to right Br. Ken Haders, Paul Kelly, Richard Gilman and
Mary Anne Beiting.

My twenty-eight year journey in Holy Cross began in
1988 when I met Brother Richard Gilman at Hoban when
I interviewed him as part of a graduate school project. I was
lucky enough to be hired as the Associate Principal that year
and then to become the principal in 1990. Working so closely
with the Brothers has enriched my life as an educational
leader, as a Catholic, and as a member of an extended family.
Living the educational mission of Blessed Father Basil
Moreau has formed me as an administrator. Working
closely with three Brothers who were Presidents at Hoban, I
discovered mentors and friends. Brothers Richard Gilman,
Paul Kelly, and Ken Haders showed me how to build a culture
where the mission of the school drives all we do. Brothers
James Spooner and Robert Lavelle have also guided my
development as an educator in Holy Cross. I owe these men a
debt of gratitude. All the Brothers with whom I have worked
at Hoban taught me so much about how to live the values of
Holy Cross. The priests, brothers, sisters, and lay people from
many Holy Cross ministries that I have had the privilege of
(Continued on page 3)
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message from...
the Provincial

Dear Friend of Holy Cross,
This edition of BROTHERS shares
stories of five persons who have
interacted with the Brothers of Holy
Cross, how they came to meet us, and
what that experience has been like for
them. Each writer was invited to reflect
on his/her experience of Walking with
Brother Chester Freel, C.S.C.,
Provincial Superior

Holy Cross Brothers.

…Wherever we work we assist others
not only to recognize and develop
their own gift but also to discover the
deepest longing in their lives. And,
as in every work of our mission, we
find that we ourselves stand to learn
much from those whom we are called
to teach.
(Constitution 1:16)
Thank you to the five writers for

As I reviewed the five narratives, I

sharing their stories. Hopefully they,

sensed that as each person interacted

and you the reader, have gained as

with our Brothers, he/she developed

much from your interaction with us as

not only a relationship with individual

we have from your being part of our

Brothers, but also a deeper appreciation

mission, ministries, and Holy Cross

for the vocation of being a Religious

family. Thank you for allowing us to

Brother. What is not noted in these

walk with you.

pages, however, is how we, the Brothers
of Holy Cross, have also benefited from
this relationship. In the Constitutions

St. André Bessette, Pray for us.
In Holy Cross,

of Holy Cross is this passage:
Brother Chester Freel, C. S. C.
Provincial Superior

Brothers

Brothers newsletter is
a publication of the
Development Office,
Midwest Province.
For questions
regarding the
newsletter, address
changes, planned
giving or other
matters related to the
development office,
please contact:

Brother Roy Smith, CSC
Director of Development
P.O. Box 460
Notre Dame, IN 46556-0460
(574) 631-2928
rsmith@brothersofholycross.com

Update!

Moving Forward in Faith
Your response to our annual appeal in support of a ‘great band
of men’ has been tremendous and we are most grateful for your
generosity. We set a goal of $250,000 and at present we have
received $202, 264.63 from 578 individual donors. Thank you!
If you haven’t made a gift and wish to do so, we welcome your
support and assure you we will steward your gift with the same
care in which your gift is made.
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Mentors
(Continued from page 1)

working with over the years have helped me understand
the international impact of Holy Cross.
Moreau’s vision of a Catholic school has become
a part of my definition of the characteristics of an
effective school that seeks to build God’s Kingdom.
The charism of Holy Cross has shaped my spiritual
development and enriched the practice of my faith. The
opportunities for spiritual growth have educated my
heart as well as my mind.
My experiences at the Institute in LeMans and the
Br. James Spooner, Br. Chester Freel and Mary Anne Beiting.
beatification of Blessed Father Basil Moreau are among
my best memories. As a French teacher, it was a coming
together of two of my favorite
things—French culture and
Holy Cross. Meeting lay
men and women, brothers,
sisters and priests from all
Brother Bernard Adam Klim, C.S.C., 85
over the world expanded
died October 4, 2015
my understanding of the
63 years a vowed religious
international impact of Holy
Cross. Making the pilgrimage
Brother Donald Michael Fleischhacker, C.S.C., 78
to holy places in Holy Cross
died October 18, 2015
was very meaningful. Helping those who didn’t
57 years a vowed religious
speak French navigate meals, travel and the language
difference was fun. Before the beatification, I got to
Brother Joseph Herbert Berg, C.S.C., 85
share my favorite city—Paris—with Brothers Ken
died January 27, 2016
and Robert. We visited beautiful sites and thoroughly
63 years a vowed religious
enjoyed the City of Lights.
Brother Carroll Everett Posey, C.S.C., 79
My husband, Michael, and I have been married
died January 31, 2016
for over 40 years and have raised a daughter and three
53 years a vowed religious
sons. Hoban became an extension of our family, and
our family thrived in this environment. Graduating
Brother Camillus William Kirsch, C.S.C., 99
in 1997, 1999, 2002, and 2004, each of our children
died February 11, 2016
participated fully in the family of Hoban and Holy
80 years a vowed religious
Cross. In addition, we have made many friends over
the years as we worked with them at Hoban to enrich
the lives of all the students.
I once asked Richard how Hoban became the great
school it is. He said, “I don’t know. We have been
given a gift, though, and we have to nurture it.” I know
1 Cor: 15:22
that Holy Cross has nurtured me, and I hope that I
have fulfilled Richard’s call by shepherding Hoban’s
educational development over these years.

Remembering our Deceased
Brothers in Your Prayers

In Christ We Will
Come to Life Again

By Mary Anne Beiting Ed.D
Principal, Archbishop Hoban High School
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These Activities Involved the Brothers
When Helen and I moved into Holy Cross Village
in September of 2006, little did we know that we were
participating in a new ministry of the Brothers of Holy
Cross. But we soon discovered that Holy Cross Village
was composed of Brothers and other residents who
would not only support each other, but would reach
out to those persons
outside the Village
who need our help.
We attended the
informal resident
meetings and soon
found ourselves
involved in the
different activities
of the Village. I
was appointed to
the newly formed
Village Council,
and my wife and
I served on the
Mission Integration
Committee that
was composed of
residents including
Brothers and staff.
Upon completion of Andre Place within the Village,
activities, both internally and externally, increased and
expanded.
Over the nine years that I have lived here, I have
been involved in many of the Village’s activities. All of
these activities involved the Brothers as well as other
residents.
There is no question that these activities would
not have been possible without the participation and
support of the Brothers. Their participation inspired
me through the years. I worked with Brothers Lew
Brazil and Roger Berg painting three houses for needy
residents of South Bend. They also participated for
several years with me and many other residents fixing
various items needing repair for aged and needy
residents in South Bend.
Many of the Brothers over the years worked in the
St. Augustine Soup Kitchen including Roger Berg,
James Kumba, James Newberry, John Doran. Several
of the Brothers including Tom Scheurer, John Doran,
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and Roger Berg were involved with the Pen Program
that has been very successful.
On the spiritual side we have been served by
Brother Carl Sternberg as the Leader of our Chapter of
the Holy Cross Associates. This is a program that uses
the Lectio Divina method of prayer, and it is hope that
through
these
devotions
we can
find the
spark that
ignites us to
experience
God’s love.
One other
ministry I
must mention
is the liturgy.
Through the
goodness
of Brother
Joe Fox I
Brother Joseph Fox and Mr. Joseph Doherty
participate
preparing the altar for liturgy.
in the liturgy
ministry as a server at Mass and as a Eucharistic
minister at other Masses. It is a ministry that truly
enriches my life.
Over the years I have always enjoyed working with
the Brothers and realize how fortunate we are to have
them with us “in God’s waiting room.”
Working and enjoying the Brothers’ company on a
day-to-day basis is truly a blessing and I am thankful.
Truly the Brothers fulfill the prayer of St. Teresa
of Avila:
Christ has no body now but yours,
No hands but yours,
No feet but yours.
Yours are the eyes through which
Christ’s compassion must look out on the world.
Yours are the feet with which
He is to go about doing good.
Yours are the hands with which
He is to bless us now.
By Joseph Doherty Resident, Holy Cross Village
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Education of the Heart
and Mind
My introduction to the Brothers of Holy Cross
happened when I was in the third grade. In that year,
my father, Tom, became the construction foreman
building the additions to St. Edward High School. Up
until that point, my family did not know too much
about the order or, for that matter, St. Edward. Dad
was increasingly impressed by the brothers he worked
with especially Br. George Tilley and Br. Charles
Krupp. In fact, he brought Br. George home for
dinner with us one night. Up until that point, I don’t
believe myself or any of my siblings even knew what a
Brother was.
By the time the school addition was completed in
1966, the Wallenhorst boys were slated to be Edsmen.
My first day at St. Edward began with Brother Bennet
Nettleton in World History. I had never been taught
by a male teacher let alone a Brother before that point.
What a treat!
When I think back on the teachers who were the
most challenging, creative, and/or interesting in my
educational career, the vast majority were Brothers
of Holy Cross. In fact, the most challenging class I
ever took was Brother Joseph’s Chvala’s sophomore
English class. He prepared all his students for college
not only through the English
curriculum, but by giving
us the reading, writing and
study skills necessary to be
successful in college and life.
Overall, I entered
St. Edward as a quiet,
introverted student without
much self-confidence. I left
St. Edward as a confident,
self-assured leader ready to move on to college both
academically and socially. This was in large part due to
the Brothers. It was their dedication to educating the
entire person—education of the heart and mind.
I remember well a conversation I had with Brother
Bennet at the beginning of my junior year when I
asked him about the lack of spirit at the school that
year. He told me that the students who organized all
the activities had graduated and it was time for the
next group to step up. That’s where it began for me,
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James Wallenhorst and Br. Dennis Bednarz discuss history.

and by senior year I was an entirely different person
in terms of organization, involvement, and leadership.
Without that conversation, I would not have become
the person I am today. We did not talk about Holy
Cross principles at that point, but they were lived out
every day, and we learned them by doing.
I had no intention of becoming a teacher when
I left high school, but I also did not realize how
profoundly my life had been influenced by Holy
Cross. After changing my major to education, I
continued to be influenced by the Brothers. Without a
doubt, I learned more about teaching and educational
methodology from my high school experience than I
did from any college course.
Again, it was the education of the whole person that
mattered. What that means in a nutshell is supporting
your students in all things. It means being present for
your students and knowing them as persons-not just
students. As a student, my classmates and I knew the
Brothers would be at our games, concerts, dances, and
plays.
We knew that the lights would be on in the
Brothers’ rooms if we drove by the school after a game
because they were still working. It is these things that
shaped me as a teacher and continue to shape me. In
the end, it is all about service. Brother Bennet once
told me when I asked about the cross he wore every
day that he purposely did not wear a crucifix. He said
that the blank cross was a reminder to him to always
be Christ for his students. I took all of these lessons to
heart and I am a better person because of it.
Holy Cross continues to impact my family today.
My two sons are both products of a Holy Cross
education, and I am proud to say that one of them,
Matt, is passing on the Holy Cross philosophy in his
own classroom at an inner-city Catholic high school in
Cleveland today.
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By James Wallenhorst, Teacher, St. Edward High School
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Doing the Work of God
Mary and I and our young children had the
opportunity to live in South Bend during the 1960’s.
After nineteen moves during our sixty years of
marriage, it never occurred to us that at this point
in our lives we would return to South Bend / Notre
Dame to make our home. By the grace of God we
moved here a few years ago to be near Father Ted
during his final years. Holy Cross Village has become

Members of the Development Advisory Committee Anne Lyons,
Br. John McMuldren, Br. Roy Smith, James Kramer, Rebecca
Ahmed, Sister Rose Goodrow CSC, Brother Chester Freel and
Mr. James Hesburgh.

a blessing in our lives. The presence of the Brothers of
Holy Cross is just a special dividend that comes with
this living experience.
It is special for me to have daily interaction with
the Brothers socially, as neighbors, at Mass each day,
and as a member of the Advisory Committee of the
Development Office for the Brothers.
Over the years I have had the opportunity to
observe many senior executives. I hesitate to single
out one Brother because they are all, in their own way,
doing the work of God on a daily basis, and doing

it very well. But in my opinion, Brother John Paige,
C.S.C., is worthy of special mention. He has taken
on the challenge to develop Holy Cross College into a
special institution of higher learning. He has already,
in a few years, made great progress towards this
goal—his leadership is very evident. Brother John is a
standout among the leaders whom I have encountered
on my journey. We are all fortunate that he has agreed

to accept this challenge—he will succeed. Again,
having the opportunity to live among these men is a
distinct privilege.
The dedication of their life’s work in the service of
others is awe inspiring. Their special professional skills
in all fields (education, care for the sick and elderly,
service to the needy, promotion of their religious
beliefs) have made a major impact on the societies they
serve throughout the world. They have done and are
doing God’s work.
They should be justifiably proud of what they have
accomplished over the years. We and their students are
hopefully better people just for being around them.
By James Hesburg Resident, Holy Cross Village
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All Became My Brothers
When I came to Holy Trinity in the fall of 1993,
I had no idea that my life would be dramatically
changed by the Brothers. I had no prior knowledge of
the Brothers or their mission at Holy Trinity. Truth
be told, I thought that I had a reasonable grip on life
and that I was a contributing member of our society
– I went to Church, attempted to be the best father
that I could, tried to help deserving causes when I was
able, and financially supported the Catholic Church as
well as other charitable organizations. Then, I met the
Brothers.
Over the next 23 years, I had the opportunity
to observe many Brothers in a variety of positions
and ministries. Some were my mentors, others my
superiors, others
fellow faculty
members. All
became my
brothers. I learned
from every single
one of them. Each
was incredibly
dedicated, talented
and “real.” They
were real in the
sense that they were
exactly who they said they were, not pretentious in any
way and with no hidden agendas—men of strength,
honesty, and deep passion. Getting to know the
Brothers who dedicated themselves to Holy Trinity was
a unique and inspiring experience. Their ability to give
so much of themselves to our students and ask nothing
in return was life-changing.
No task was too small or beneath them. They
didn’t just tell others what to do—they pitched in and
worked side-by-side with students, parents, teachers
and volunteers. Their consistent effort and faith
made me realize that I was not utilizing my talents
enough for the greater good. I realized I had much
more to give, and that giving of myself selflessly and
passionately is what God calls us to do! Simply put,
the inspiration of the Brothers caused me to dig a little
deeper and priortize what should be really important

in life. In so doing, I believe I became closer to God
and a better father, husband, and man.
As the leader of a Holy Cross school, I continually
remind myself of the wonderful examples that
the Brothers have set for me. Brother Ken and his
attention to detail, and his straight–forward style;
Brother Phil and his refusal to be limited by others and
his instilling in students their ability to dream; Brother
Bob for his ability to educate the whole child with
unending optimism; Brother Roy for his dedication
to each child and his refusal to give up hope; Brother
John for accepting his many different roles without
fanfare; Brother Chet for his intellect; Brother James
for kindness and devotion; Brother Joseph for his
ability to organize; Brother Roberto for his passion,
and Brother Clem for his consistency.
As a result of my opportunity to interact and get to
know these men and other Brothers, I have become
incredibly proud of my association with the Brothers
of Holy Cross. It will always be my goal at our Holy
Cross institution that we—students, faculty, staff,
and Board—reflect the values, faith, and love that the
Brothers exemplify every day. If we can accomplish
that, we will be a grand success!
By Tim Bopp President Holy Trinity High School

Tim Bopp
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