
Holy Cross will grow like a 
mighty tree and constantly 
shoot forth new limbs…all 

nourished with the same life.
Father Basil Moreau
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Newsletter of the Midwest Province of the Brothers of Holy Cross

Dear Friend of Holy Cross,

This edition of BROTHERS highlights 
the relationship between hard-work, 
perseverance, faith and growth, especially 
as it relates to ministerial commitment. 
I trust that as you read over the various 
stories, you will note that as our 
pioneering brothers in Ghana, or as those 
who developed the property on the “other 
side of the road” from the University of 
Notre Dame, established a ministry to 
address particular needs of that time, 
other needs became apparent, and new 
ministerial endeavors followed. This is 

common throughout the Congregation of Holy Cross.

The Founder of the Congregation of Holy Cross, Blessed Basil 
Moreau wrote:

Holy Cross will grow like a mighty tree and constantly shoot forth 
new limbs whose branches will produce yet others, all nourished  
from the same sap and endowed with the same life. 

Circular Letter 65 – Moreau

Father Basil Moreau’s goal in founding the family of Holy Cross was 
to prepare, form and offer to the Church, workers for the Gospel, who 
could respond to the needs of the times: education, care of the sick 
and marginalized, parish ministry, missions abroad. It was this same 
perspective which guided our brothers in the past and continues today 
as new ministries and programs are created. Most recent among these 
new efforts are the Holy Cross Associates, Holy Cross Village at Notre 
Dame, the St. Joseph House discernment program at Holy Cross 
College, and Brother Andre High School in Kasoa, Ghana. 

Please join with us in prayer and support of these new endeavors, as 
the Holy Cross tree continues to blossom and grow, meeting the needs 
of the time.

St. Andre Bessette, Pray for us. 

In Holy Cross,

Brother Chester Freel, C. S. C. 
Provincial Superior

Blessed  
Basil Moreau

Brother Chester Freel, C.S.C.,  
Provincial Superior

message from...
the Provincial
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Brothers newsletter is 
a publication of the 
Development Office, 
Midwest Province.

For questions 
regarding the 
newsletter, address 
changes, planned 
giving or other 
matters related to the 
development office, 
please contact:

Brother Roy Smith, CSC 
Director of Development 
P.O. Box 460 
Notre Dame, IN 46556-0460 
(574) 631-2928 
rsmith@brothersofholycross.com
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From Small Beginnings to 
Greater Ends

Our smallest efforts, 
planted in fertile ground, 
are placed in the loving, 
creative, generous hands 
of God and produce 
abundant fruit. The tiniest 
mustard seed produces a 
bush large enough for birds 
to nest in.

In 1957 we sent two 
Brothers to Ghana in 
West Africa to begin our 
ministry, and in 1966 
one of our brothers began 
Holy Cross Junior College 
on our campus at Notre 
Dame, Indiana. Two seeds, 
two separate ministries, 
a half century ago, and a 
half a world apart.

This issue of the 
BROTHERS newsletter 
shares with our readers 
what ministry is going on 
now in these two locations, 
Ghana, West Africa and 
Holy Cross College/ Holy 
Cross Village, Notre 
Dame, Indiana. 

We have asked our brothers and co-workers who are presently involved in 
these ministries to tell us what is happening on “their campus.”

The experience in West Africa involves more than one campus and is written 
by some who were there in the earliest days and years of our arrival. Our 
involvement has been in education, parish ministry, formation, trade schools 
and social work.

1966 was the year when the first building was erected at what is now Holy 
Cross College / Holy Cross Village. The students at St. Joseph High School 
very quickly dubbed the area “instant city” as other buildings were quickly 
built. From the small beginning of a provincial residence/office, we now on 
this campus, have our ministry of education, Holy Cross College, Formation 
ministry, Pulte Hall, St. Joseph Program, Holy Cross Village, a retirement 
living community and a program of Holy Cross Associates. 

Please use the enclosed envelope to help us continue to live and work 
together for the mission, educating hearts and minds, sensitizing persons to 
the need of the world for justice and peace.

Brother Roy Smith, CSC 
Office of Development

Holy Cross Provincial Center, construction 1966.
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In December, 1957 Brothers Rex Hennel and Eduardo 
Michalik disembarked in Takoradi, Ghana, to assume 
administration of St John’s High School in Sekondi. They 
were joined soon by Brother Donald Allen. Within three 
years there were seven brothers working at St. John’s. The 
goal of Holy Cross was not simply to run a high school but to 
establish the Congregation of Holy Cross in West Africa.

 On the 15th of August, 1961 St Joseph Hall was built and 
the community began to accept young men who wanted 
to become Holy Cross Brothers. Eight young men were 
in this first group. At St Joseph Hall they continued their 
classes at St John’s while getting both information about 
and an experience of the religious life. One of the young 
men in that first group was Brother Joseph Tsiquaye who 
eventually became the first Ghanaian District Superior, was 
subsequently an Assistant General in Rome, and is now 
novice master at Brafuyaw.

At a chapter in December, 1967 the District had grown 
enough for the province to declare it a district with Brother 
Raymond Papenfuss as the first District Superior. Holy Cross 
was working not only at St John’s, but also at St Augustine’s, 
Cape Coast, the minor seminary in Amisano, and St Patrick’s 
in Monrovia, Liberia. There were enough man-power and 
apostolates to allow a greater degree of self-administration for 
the men working in West Africa.

1979 was a very important year for Holy Cross in West 
Africa. Brother Joseph Tsiquaye was elected as the first 
Ghanaian District Superior. The process of Africanization 
had taken a major step forward.

When I first went to Ghana an elderly Brother drew me 
aside and said: “Raymond, never forget that the first job 
of a missionary is to work himself out of a job.” In other 
words, prepare the local people to continue the work of 
Holy Cross. In 1957 there were three brothers alone in a 
high school. Today there are fifty Ghanaian Holy Cross 
Brothers continuing the missionary work begun in 1957. 
More than half of the time that we have been in West 
Africa the major superior has been a Ghanaian. In a very 
short time construction will begin on a new national, 
Catholic, co-educational boarding high school at Kasoa. 
Thus the apostolic outreach of Holy Cross continues. There 
are only three American religious left in Ghana. Mission 
accomplished! Our future in West Africa is in the sure hands 
of our Ghanaian Brothers—exactly where it should be!

Brother Raymond Papenfuss, CSC 
Mission Promoter

Holy Cross in West Africa—Then and Now

From top: Chapel, Novitiate, St. Augustine Main Building
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The Brothers of Holy Cross formation program 
in Ghana started in 1962 with seven candidates 
at St. Joseph Hall, Sekondi. Initially these 
candidates were from St. John’s. Since then, we 
have attracted vocations from other areas of the 
country. We never had large numbers. However, 
as we approached the 2007 Golden Jubilee of the 
arrival of the first Brothers, we were determined 
to have at least 50 professed members. 

Presently we have 49 professed Ghanaian 
Brothers. 40 have been professed within the 
last 15 years; and in 2014 we professed 17 
members in two separate groups. Our success 
story in attracting young men into the Religious 
Brotherhood at this time in the history of the 
Church maybe attributed partly to our intensified 
vocation promotion activities. Furthermore, the 
Holy Cross Brothers in Ghana manifest clear 
visible presence through their various ministries 
in the Church. Our Brothers are sure-footed 
wherever you find them. They are men of prayer, 
filled with joy, zeal and passion for mission. 

They are men of hope and pillars of support. 
They readily exercise their prophetic charism as 
Religious Brothers.

The future prospects for vocation to the Religious 
Brotherhood are linked with our “readiness to 
meet the challenges of the signs.” Our 2014 
District Chapter commenced shortly after the 
inauguration of the “Year of the Consecrated 
Life” by Pope Francis. We see ourselves at a 
crossroads. We cannot rest on our oars, but must 
rise and answer to the crying needs of the People 
of God throughout Ghana and in the West 
Africa Sub-Region. We believe there are young 
people out there awaiting our invitation to come 
and share the joy we have found in the Lord. We 
have set ourselves to proclaim to them the delight 
we have by passing on to them our rich heritage 
as Religious Brothers in Holy Cross.

Brother Joseph Tsiquaye, 
Director, Continuing Formation Center

Vocation Situation in Ghana: Past, Present and Future
Members of the District of West Africa
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In the summer of 1964, the Midwest Province 
Chapter considered the development of a parcel 
of land to establish a center for the Brothers of 
Holy Cross and a two year college facility for 
student brothers. The college was to educate 
younger brothers during their first two years.

Holy Cross Junior College began September 
19, 1966 with 49 student brothers; Brother 
John Driscoll, C.S.C., as the first president. He 
served in that capacity for the first two decades 
of the college’s history.

Holy Cross College is now a Catholic 
residential four-year institution of higher 
learning and continues to be conducted by the 
Brothers of Holy Cross. 

Today, Holy Cross has a reputation for 
producing excellent students. It has drawn 
students from all 50 states and from- 30 
foreign countries. Currently, we are one of 
only a handful of colleges in the United States 
accepting Iraqi students helping to foster understanding and 
peace between our two countries. 

Students of many faiths and beliefs call Holy Cross College 
home. Catholic students appreciate the convenience of daily 
Mass and weekly confessions in the St. Joseph Chapel. Many 
of our students participate in reaching out to student ministry 
programs in Peru, East Africa and Bangladesh. This past year, 

we added our new aspirancy program, in a residency hall on 
our campus last year for men discerning a religious vocation.

Presently, Holy Cross College serves over 500 students, and 
we are currently building a new dorm. God has blessed us 
with continued growth in our ministry for many years on 
this campus.

Contributing to this article — Brother James Leik

Holy Cross College 

In January of 2011 Br. John Paige, CSC, became the fourth 
President of Holy Cross College, and although he could have 
resided in a number of different places, he insisted that he live 
on campus in community with students. In the immediate 
years to follow six other Brothers (Br. Nich Perez, Br. Joe 
Umile, Br. Jesus Alonso, Br. Harold Hathaway, Br. James 
Posluszny, and Br. Chris Torrijas) would call the second floor 
of Pulte Residence Hall their home. 

When the first few Brothers moved into Pulte Hall, space was 
at a premium so a small section of the second floor hallway 
was carved out for a make-shift chapel for the Brothers 
to gather for daily prayer. An integral part of religious life 
as Holy Cross Brothers is inviting others to share in our 
common life, so as the Brothers became part of the fabric 
of campus life, students living in Pulte Hall started to ask 
if they could join the Brothers in prayer. It was from these 
initial inquiries that the Brothers began to think about ways 
in which they could continue to foster young men’s faith-
lives and the vocation of Holy Cross Brothers. St. Joseph 
House offers young men an opportunity to enter into the 
community and faith-lives of the Brothers in an intentional 
way, by sharing and participating in prayer, community, and 

service. Being able to affiliate regularly with the Brothers 
allows these young men to better understand religious life and 
in turn begins the process of contemplating a commitment to 
pursuing a religious vocation. 

In the spring of 2014 the Midwest and Moreau Provinces 
began collaborating on their vocation and formation efforts. 
In the summer of 2014 renovations began in earnest on 
the second floor of Pulte Hall to transform seven separate 
apartments into a single floor of shared living for the five 
Brothers and the initial five young men who would call St. 
Joseph House their home. Next year there will be a few new 
aspirants.

“In coming to the St. Joseph House, I sought to develop 
my prayer life and learn how to live in community with 
others, both of which I have been able to do here. The most 
important thing I’ve experienced in the program is the day to 
day life of the Brothers. It has been inspiring to see that they 
are ordinary people, who live extraordinary lives stemming 
from their vows and commitment to prayer and community 
life.”  
– Jacob Eifrid, aspirant in St. Joseph House.

Discerning the future  — Brother Christopher Torrijas

Holy Cross College, 2014
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We are called, lay men and women, single and married, to 
serve God by sharing in the mission of the Congregation of 
Holy Cross. 

When asked for comments about Holy Cross Associates at 
Holy Cross Village, people responded:

“A lot of laughter, joy, a lot of story telling.”

“People who will stand by your side when times get tough or 
when they’re great.”

“Holy Cross Associates are a family, a happy family.”

“We’re all on a spiritual path and we like to do it together.”

“At our meetings we have a process that gets to the core of 
what Scripture and other writings are about. That’s when it 
can change our lives.” 

Membership 
Like all of the Chapters of the Midwest Holy Cross 
Associates, members of our three groups at Holy Cross 
Village make formal yearly commitments to grow in their 
spiritual lives, develop community among themselves and the 
broader community, and to minister to others. Our version 
of Holy Cross Associates began 28 years ago, springing from 
Vatican II’s call to lay people to play a significant part in the 
Church’s ministry and religious communities’ desire to give 
lay people the spiritual and community support they need to 
be effective in their Christian service. 

Meetings
Part of developing community is to meet monthly. At our 
meetings, in different places across the Holy Cross Village 
campus, we grow in Holy Cross spirituality. We do this by 
reflecting on Scripture, the writings of Father Moreau (the 
founder of the Holy Cross Community), and the writings 
of other spiritual writers such as Pope Francis. Through a 
process called Lectio Divina we relate these writings to our 
personal life, gaining support from each other in challenges 
of living a Christian life. 

Other sources of support include retreats, in which all three 
South Bend chapters participate before making their annual 

commitment, as well as attending conferences open to 
members and friends throughout the country. This support 
overflows into our ministry.

Ministry
Some of the individual ministries of our group members 

are: helping at the area soup kitchens, participating in parish 
ministry, singing in church choirs, visiting prisons, doing 
health care, visiting the sick, taking care of family members, 
coordinating men’s breakfast with guest speakers, reading to 
at risk children in their public school setting, participating in 
on-site prayer vigils for victims of violence and coordinating 
foreign student exchange programs.

Our members include men and women of different ages, 
those who have been Associates for years and those just 
beginning to enjoy the benefits as they deepen their spiritual 
life and expand their gifts with others. The Brothers 
who participate in local chapters are called affiliates. 
At present we have over 25 members including seven 
Brothers participating in our three groups and six new 
members who are in formation before making their first 
commitments. You can learn more by visiting our Midwest 
Holy Cross Brothers Website on the Associate Page—www.
midwestholycrossassociates.com or contact us directly. 

— Brother Carl Sternberg, CSC, Consultant

Midwest Holy Cross Associates at Holy Cross Village

Holy Cross Associates Conference
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From 22 nursing beds for Brothers in Dujarie House in 1965 
on 38 acres, we have grown into 175 individuals living in 
152 independent apartments in 2015 at Holy Cross Village. 
There are 88 apartments in Andre Place, 26 apartments in 
Riverside Place and 38 Villas and duplex units. In addition, 
there are 46 beds in Assisted Living (Schubert Villa) and 46 
beds in Dujarie House and 12 beds in Quinn Memory Care. 
Medicare and Medicaid services are provided. We have a total 
of 246 accommodations for our Village residents. 

Since 2002 Holy Cross Village has solidified its position 
as a community benefit organization and an extension of 
the ministry of the Brothers. Since 2005, the campus has 
operated as a Continuing Care Retirement Community, 
offering a continuum of care with assisted living and nursing 
services as the needs arise. 

Life at the Village offers the support of community living and 
the opportunity to participate in the mission of a religious 
community. Residents live alongside members of that 
religious community. All residents, brothers and lay residents 
alike, can take advantage of life- enriching experiences from 
physical exercise to “brain fitness”, therapy as well as theater 
and museum outings, hobbies and entertainment. Today 
there are 16 brothers in independent living accommodations, 
while there are 13 brothers in Schubert Villa/ Dujarie House.

The future will bring challenges due to the changing health 
care environment, allowing us to consider taking some of 
our services off campus and expanding our opportunity to 
participate in the efforts of Holy Cross Village to combat, as 
stated by Brother Geenen, the “malnutrition of the elderly, 
isolation and loneliness.”

Remembering our Deceased Brothers in Your Prayers

In Christ We Will
Come to Life Again

1 Cor: 15:22

Brother Albert Vincent Kern, C.S.C., 90
died October 23, 2014 
66 years a vowed religious
Brother Timothy Joseph O’Connell, C.S.C., 81
died November 4, 2014 
57 years a vowed religious
Brother Raymond Robert Dufresne, C.S.C., 89
died January 15, 2015 
70 years a vowed religious
Brother Raymond Joseph Harrington, C.S.C., 86
died January 21, 2015 
63 years a vowed religious
Brother Robert Elwood Fillmore, C.S.C., 76
died January 28, 2015 
56 years a vowed religious

Brother Thomas Henri Scheurer, C.S.C., 76
died  February 10, 2015 
57 years a vowed religious
Brother Henry Peter Skitzki, C.S.C., 76
died  February 28, 2015 
52 years a vowed religious
Brother Donard  Louis Steffes, C.S.C., 100
died  March 12, 2015 
77 years a vowed religious

Holy Cross Village — Mr. John Mauch
Midwest Holy Cross Associates at Holy Cross Village

Andre Place
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