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Dear Friend of Holy Cross,
This edition of BROTHERS features men
celebrating their 25th, 50th, 60th, 70th, and
75th anniversary year of first professing vows
as a Brother of Holy Cross. On Saturday,
June 20, the Holy Cross family will gather
with these Brothers and their families to
celebrate joyfully their decision to respond to
God’s calling them to religious life.
As you read over the life-stories of each

Brother Chester Freel, C.S.C., of these men, I invite you to count the
number of times reference is made to being
Provincial Superior

“grateful” or “blessed” for the choice made
all those years ago. Our Brothers are grateful for their parents, those who
encouraged them to consider religious life, the Congregation of Holy
Cross, those with whom they lived and ministered, and most importantly
to God for calling them to be a Brother. Our Brothers view their years in
Holy Cross as a blessing, with their lives having been enriched by purpose
found in their vocation.
These jubilarians have served as outstanding teachers and musicians,
caring social workers and medical workers, accountants, and respected
administrators. Equally important, these Brothers have been and remain
great community members, prayerful men, faithful religious.
The following line is from our Holy Cross Constitutions:
We asked how we might follow, and we found many footprints on the
road. A great band of men had passed this way, men who had made and
lived by their vows, men who had walked side by side in their following
of the Lord. Const. 1:5

I invite you to count the
number of times reference
is made to being “grateful”
or “blessed” for the choice
made all those years ago

As a Province, we are blessed by these jubilarians who follow in the
footsteps of earlier Brothers. We are grateful that these jubilarians have
given unselfishly of themselves to us and to others. Today, it is our honor
to walk with them as they continue to follow the Lord. We are grateful
for, and blessed by, our jubilarians.
St. André Bessette, Pray for us.
In Holy Cross,
Brother Chester Freel, C.S.C.
Provincial Superior

Celebration of First Profession
Jubilees of first profession for fourteen
brothers will take place on June 20,
2015. The mass of Thanksgiving will
be at 2:00pm at Sacred Heart Basilica,
Notre Dame, Indiana. Following the
mass there will be a dinner for invited
guests at the North Dining Hall.
Celebrating will be one brother with 75
years of religious profession, one with
70 years, four with 60 years, seven with
50 years and one with 25 years.

Brother Chester Freel, C.S.C.,
Provincial of the Midwest Province of
the Brothers of Holy Cross will accept
the brothers’ renewal of vows.
Rev. John Blazek, C.S.C., Campus
Minister at Gilmour Academy will
be the celebrant and homilist at the
liturgy. Music for the celebration will
be arranged and directed by Brother
Daniel Q. Kane, C.S.C., of Gates Mills,
Ohio. Brother Joseph Fox, C.S.C., of

75-Year Jubilarian
Brother Wilbert Leveling, C.S.C.
I was born on February 12, 1917, to
Stephen and Clara Leveling in St. Paul,
Iowa.
I had five sisters and one brother. As a
child I moved to Fort Madison, Iowa,
where I graduated from St. Joseph’s High
School. After high school I worked at the
Schaeffer Pen Company and later for the
United States Postal Service.
I first learned about the Brothers of Holy Cross from an
ad in Sign Magazine. I contacted the Brothers and entered
Watertown, Wisconsin, in 1939. My first profession was
on August 16, 1940, and I started classes at the University
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Holy Cross Village is coordinating the
event and is master of ceremonies for
the liturgy.
Brother Francis Ellis, C.S.C., Assistant
Superior of Columba Hall and
member of the Moreau Province will
be celebrating his 60th jubilee along
with the 14 members of the Midwest
Province.

of Notre Dame that same year and graduated in 1944.
After teaching three years at Cathedral High School in
Indianapolis, I returned to Notre Dame for my master’s
degree in history with summers in post graduate studies at
the Catholic University of America.
Through the years, God has blessed me with good health
allowing me to teach a total of 14 subjects through my years
at St. Joseph High School, South Bend; Vincentian Institute,
Albany, New York; Holy Trinity High School, Chicago,
Illinois; and Holy Cross High School in River Grove, Illinois.
Most recently, from 1981–2012 I worked in the Holy Cross
Brothers Archives, with 11 of those summers as a tour guide
at the Oratory of St. Joseph in Montreal, Canada. Looking
back over my 75 years as a Holy Cross Brother, I know my
life has been a happy one, fulfilling, and a great gift from
God.

Remembering our Deceased
Brothers in Your Prayers
Brother Charles Bernard Gregg, C.S.C., 73
died April 19, 2015
47 years a vowed religious

In Christ We Will
Come to Life Again
1 Cor: 15:22

70-Year Jubilarian
Brother William Schu, C.S.C.
Brother William Leo Schu was born on
October 17, 1925, to Clarence Joseph
and Estelle Elnora Schu in Chattanooga,
Tennessee. His only sibling, Mrs.
Carolyne Hoefling, lives in Evansville,
Indiana. Brother William, at an early age
moved to Evansville and went to Reitz
Memorial High School for four years,
graduating in 1943. While there, he was taught by Brother
Camillus who took a special interest in him and encouraged
his interests in the Brothers of Holy Cross.
Brother William is the nephew of Brother Pierre Schu, (his
father’s brother). Brother Pierre Schu was famous in directing
musicals and theatrical shows in a number of schools and was
instrumental in directing some future stars on Broadway.
Brother William admired his uncle throughout his high
school years so it was no surprise when Brother William
entered the Brothers’ formation program at Sacred Heart
College in Watertown, Wisconsin, immediately after
completing high school in 1943.
While at the novitiate, Brother William was cleaning a
chimney with a seminarian named Theodore Hesburgh when
William’s lungs became infected and he was hospitalized. He
missed his own first profession and later pronounced his first
vows privately to the master of novices in 1945.
Brother Williams’ 70 years of service have covered a wide
variety of dedicated ministries. A few of his years of service
were as teacher, principal, social service worker, and volunteer
in Taunton (Massachusetts), Harriman (Tennessee),
Lakewood (Ohio), Sherman Oaks (California), Sarasota
(Florida) and presently in South Bend (Indiana).
Reflecting on his life, Brother William says, “It has been a
marvelous life. God has worked closely with the Brothers to
do many good things.”

60-Year Jubilarians

Catholic Big Brothers in Cleveland, Ohio.
In 1987 I was in the Milwaukee area and served as a youth
minister at St. Jude Parish in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, then on
the faculty of Catholic East Elementary School, Milwaukee,
and Marquette High School in Milwaukee. From 1994–2003
I worked for Catholic Social Services of the Archdiocese
of Milwaukee. Just prior to coming to South Bend, I was a
caregiver for mentally challenged and disabled persons.
As blood brothers and Holy Cross Brothers, my brother
(Brother Joseph Berg) and I took many vacations together.
We both loved to bicycle. We took many exciting bike trips
around the country. We even took our bikes to Ireland where
we biked for three weeks.
I have enjoyed my life as a Brother since it has given me
the ability to help and serve people in need. I like the quote
“Preach the Gospel; when necessary use words.”
Brother Robert E. Berthiaume, C.S.C.
I grew up in Superior, Wisconsin, on Lake
Superior across the bridge from Duluth,
Minnesota. I have one brother, Tom, three
years younger. The Berthiaume family had
a long tradition in the grocery business.
We also supplied groceries for the iron ore
boats that came to the Superior-Duluth
harbor at the western end of
Lake Superior.
My family was very active in our parish, Cathedral of Christ
the King. I graduated from Cathedral grade and high schools.
I did not follow my dad to the College of St. Thomas in St.
Paul, Minnesota. Instead I enrolled at St. John’s University in
Collegeville, Minnesota.
Following two wonderful years at St. John’s, I joined the
Brothers of Holy Cross and arrived at Watertown, Wisconsin,
in June, 1954. Then on to Rolling Prairie, Indiana, our
novitiate, for one year, followed by two years at Dujarie Hall,
completing my college studies at Notre Dame University
in 1957.

Brother Roger P. Berg, C.S.C.
I was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Immediately after high school, I joined the
Brothers of Holy Cross. My hobbies have
always centered around sports activities.
I was most proud of once qualifying for
the Boston Marathon. The trophies in my
apartment would attest to the fact that the
activity I have enjoyed most is running

As a Latin and English teacher I taught for a few years at
Hoban High School, Akron, Ohio; St. Edward High School,
Lakewood, Ohio; Gilmour Academy, Gates Mills, Ohio; and
Holy Cross High School, River Grove, Illinois.

From 1957–1985, I taught at high schools in Akron, Ohio;
Clinton, Michigan; River Grove, Illinois; Monroe, Michigan;
and Lakewood; Ohio. In 1985–86 I was a case worker for

In 2001 I moved to Holy Cross Village, Notre Dame,
Indiana, and worked in the marketing office selling new villas
at the village.

and winning races.

Then in 1965 I was off to Bishop David High School
in Louisville, Kentucky, as part of a pioneering faculty.
Following my seven years in Kentucky, including exciting
post-Vatican II years, I returned to my first love—St. Edward
High School—where I remained for 30 years, first in
guidance, then as assistant principal.
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Since my years at Collegeville, I have always had a keen
interest in liturgical music. I played the organ at Lakewood
during my years there. When I arrived at Holy Cross Village,
two opportunities opened up for me. I became the musician
for the Village’s Saturday 5:00 PM Mass, and I joined the
choir at St. Mary’s Church of Loretto. I still continue in these
two music ventures.
60 years? Time really flies. I am grateful to God for calling
me to be a Brother of Holy Cross. These have been fantastic
years.
Brother Joseph Fox, C.S.C.
My twin sister, Joann, and I were born
April 15, 1935, in Sugar Grove, Ohio. I
am the last of eight children. We both
left home the same day, September 8,
1953. Joann traveled to Columbus, Ohio,
to Mount Carmel School of Nursing,
operated by the Sisters of the Holy Cross.
I traveled with my parents by car to Sacred
Heart Juniorate, Watertown, Wisconsin, where I began
my journey as a Brother of Holy Cross. We did not know
that these two groups had the same founder, Blessed Basil
Moreau.
First, I thank my parents for a family atmosphere that
fostered my vocation to religious life. Without this I most
likely would not be here today.
I am grateful to the Brothers for my formation and
encouragement on my journey in religious life. I have had
many opportunities, some recommended to me and others
I chose. In every case I was given the tools and education
to achieve my objective. For this I am humbled and most
grateful to my many religious superiors along the way.
My years in Holy Cross have taken me on a long winding
road of experiences: food service director and cook in Akron
(Ohio), Watertown (Wisconsin), South Bend (Indiana);
Provincial Treasurer’s office, Notre Dame, treasurer at Hoban
High School in Akron as well as at Cathedral High School,
Indianapolis; Youth Ministry, Archdiocese of Anchorage;
and while stationed at our school in Akron, I took student
volunteers to West Virginia to assist those less fortunate.
I also served as Director of Admissions and Director of
Community Service at Hoban High School, Director of
Holy Cross Brothers Center, Notre Dame, and Director of
Religious, Holy Cross Village at Notre Dame.
In these 60 years, I have had the privilege to serve my
fellow religious, and laity in so many ways. I have met and
interacted with people from all walks of life. Early on I
realized that EVERY ONE has something to offer and I did
my best to help them realize this in themselves.
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I give thanks to all those men of Holy Cross who have helped
me along this journey. With the help of the Holy Spirit,
during these 60 years I hope I was able to bring the presence
of God into the lives of those whom I have had the honor
of serving. Thanks to the many laywomen and laymen, who
over the years, made it possible for me to be me—you know
who you are… THANKS! I continue to place you in the care
of St. Joseph with the intercession of Saint Brother André.
Brother Daniel Q. Kane, C.S.C.
“You did what?” So said Dan’s parents on
learning that he had signed up for piano
lessons in first grade in Youngstown, Ohio.
Music studies continued at the Cleveland
Institute of Music, Notre Dame, and
DePaul Universities.
He graduated in the first class from St.
Edward High School, Lakewood, Ohio,
where he was so inspired by the dedication and friendliness of
the Brothers that he was inspired to join them.
Brother Daniel’s music ministries have taken place at the
Holy Cross Juniorate, Novitiate, Scholasticate, Notre Dame’s
Sacred Heart Basilica, St. Joseph High School (South Bend,
Indiana), Gilmour Academy (Gates Mills, Ohio), and John
Carroll University (Cleveland). Currently he is pianist/
organist at St. Dominic Church, Shaker Heights, Ohio.
Many piano recitals also marked those years as Brother
Daniel shared his gift of music.
A mid-life career change saw him become an RN,
ministering first in a school setting, and then to the aging
and poor in their Cleveland residences. He was a registered
nurse for 22 years, with his music life continuing along with
the nursing career.
Dan is forever grateful to his loving God, his parents, and
his blessed community of supportive Brothers, for the gift of
music to his life, and for its ongoing helpfulness to others.
Whether it be an audience or a church assembly, he is always
grateful for the opportunity to inspire and help lift the hearts
and spirits of others.
He has also been devoted to writing music arrangements
for choir, piano, organ, and instruments, especially for the
annual Brothers’ jubilee celebrations at Notre Dame’s Sacred
Heart Basilica.
Dan has resided in Cleveland for 45 years, always thankful
for the blessing of frequent gatherings with his family.

50-year Jubilarians
Brother Richard Armstrong, C.S.C.
We are called to see Christ in others and
to live in such a way that others can see
Christ in us. I was born on July 16, 1946,
to Earl and Anna Marie Armstrong. My
parents were hard- working, very giving,
and devoted to my older brother Ron
and me. I attended a Catholic elementary
school and met the Brothers of Holy Cross
when I enrolled at Reitz Memorial High School in Evansville,
Indiana. Like my parents, I found the Brothers to be hardworking, devoted to God and their students. Because of their
example and grace from God, I entertained the possibility of
a vocation to serve God and others by joining the Brothers of
Holy Cross.
After a novitiate year of prayer, I pronounced my vows to
God, and six years later I made them for life.
I was in the first class at Holy Cross College in South Bend,
Indiana. Chicago then was calling , so I graduated from
DePaul University there and later received a master’s degree
in Spirituality. While attending college, I taught social
studies and senior religion at Holy Trinity High School in
Chicago. After eighteen years of teaching, I heard a call to
move to Phoenix, Arizona, to serve and be served by the poor
and homeless at Andre House.
Because of my formation by the Brothers and my time at
Holy Trinity and Andre House, I have grown to see Christ in
others (the poor, homeless, and the suffering), and I pray that
they may see Christ in my fifty years of service.
Brother Lewis Brazil, C.S.C.
Brother Lew Brazil was one of triplet boys
born in Faribault, Minnesota. One of
his brothers died three days after birth,
and Lewis’ twin brother, Larry, died of
leukemia in 1987. Both Lew and Larry
graduated from St. John’s University in
Collegeville, Minnesota, with degrees in
music.
After completing an MA degree in Theology at the University
of Notre Dame, Brother Lew began teaching at St. Joseph
High School in South Bend, Indiana, and then became
band director at Archbishop Hoban High School in Akron,
Ohio. From there, he went to St. Edward High School
in Lakewood, Ohio, to teach music and begin a Campus
Ministry Program which continues to this day.
In 1985, he began studies in gerontology at the University
of Minnesota while caring for his mother whose health was
declining. In 1986, he returned to the St. Edward community
in Lakewood to begin a career in the geriatric delivery system
as a coordinator at the local senior center. While working at
the Senior Center, he earned an MSW degree in social work

and later worked as a Geriatric Mental Health Case Manager
for the Benjamin Rose Institute in Cleveland.
In 2001, Brother Lew moved to Phoenix to live in
community with eleven Holy Cross Priests and was employed
at the Catholic Outreach Center in Sun City, Arizona. This
agency provided social services for the five Catholic parishes
in the Sun City area.
In 2007, with the encouragement of his Provincial, Brother
Lew moved back to Notre Dame to provide social services for
the independent residents of Holy Cross Village and Andre
Place. Brother Lew continued his musical interests with the
formation of the Holy Cross Village Jazz Ensemble in 2007.
In 2009, due to the increasing healthcare needs of Brothers
in the Midwest Province, he dedicated his full attention to
Province members and was appointed Director of Aging &
Healthcare. Brother Lew says “he feels blessed by God and
his community to serve the needs of so many people (young
and old) during the past fifty years.”
Brother Thomas Maddix, C.S.C.
I was born in Providence, Rhode Island,
raised in Manly, Iowa, and educated in
Austin (Texas), Notre Dame (Indiana),
and Berkeley (California). Along the
way I have been a high school teacher,
undergraduate and graduate school
instructor, a director of vocations for the
Midwest Province, and founder of the
Solitude of St. Joseph at Columba Hall, Notre Dame. In
my later years I have been both a health care consultant and
executive in Vancouver, British Columbia, and Edmonton,
Alberta.
I have authored one book, co-authored two others, and
written numerous articles focused on spirituality, ethics, the
vowed life, health care leadership, and mission integrity. At
the conclusion of my career in health care leadership, I was
awarded the first “Life Time Achievement for Leadership in
Catholic Health” by the Catholic Health Alliance of Canada.
One recent highlight of my retirement was an invitation to
speak at a Vatican Health Conference and reside in the same
building with the Pope.
Retired now in Vancouver, British Columbia, I volunteer
two mornings a week at a local hospital, consult on issues
confronting Catholic health care in Canada, and teach as
a member of the core faculty in a leadership program for
executives in Catholic health care in Western and Eastern
Canada. I also remain an adjunct member of the faculty of
St. Stephen’s College at the University of Alberta where I
teach an on-line graduate course in Christian Spirituality.
Throughout all these adventures, I am deeply grateful for the
on-going support and openness of the Midwest Province and
Congregation of Holy Cross.
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Brother Louis Mangini, C.S.C.
Born in Chicago on August 2, 1937, to
John and Eleanor Mangini, I attended
St. Genevieve elementary school run
by the Sisters of Providence, then on
to Weber High School operated by the
Resurrectionist priests. After that, I
worked as an inventory specialist for a
few years until receiving a draft notice
for the US Army. Fortunately my two years in the army,
1961–63, were during peace time so instead of leaving the
Army with PTSD, I left having the opportunity then to
examine my attraction to religious life. And here I am fifty
years later thanking God for all the ways my life has been
blessed—blessed with a fantastic family, wonderful friends,
and talented and loving religious Brothers.
I received my bachelor’s degree in accounting from St.
Edward’s University in 1968 and began teaching that same
year at Holy Cross High School in River Grove, Illinois.
My summers during the years 1968 to 1974 were spent at
Notre Dame where I received my master’s degree in Business
Administration. I spent a total of 21 years teaching and
ministering as School Business Manager at Holy Cross High
School in River Grove until in 1989 I accepted an invitation
to head south. The invitation was from Holy Cross High
School in New Orleans, Louisiana. Again, I was blessed to
join a talented and prayerful group ministering at one of
our oldest schools. In 1994 I was told that Holy Cross High
School in San Antonio, a school on the poor west side of
town, was in need of a business manager, so I packed up and
this time headed west to Texas. Most of the time from 1994
until now has been in San Antonio. Three years ago at the
age of 74 I moved up to St. Edward’s University in Austin so
I guess at this point I have completed the cycle.
In a way, I believe all of religious life has gone through a
cycle in the past 50 years. The early 1960’s seemed to be the
hay day of religious communities, and there is no denying
now that most communities are struggling to survive.
Nevertheless, I have no regrets and continue to be thankful
for all the ways God has blessed my life.
Brother John McMuldren, C.S.C.
I was born on August 6, 1942, to John
and Catherine (Darby) McMuldren; I
was blessed with two older and loving
sisters: Dee (Dolores) Igleheart and Trudy
Abercrombie. My family was proud of
our Irish Catholic heritage. My eight
years at St. Sebastian’s School and four
years at Archbishop Hoban High School
strengthened my Catholic roots. While at Hoban, I was in
Brother Andrew Sukenik’s glee club for four years, and he
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encouraged me in my thoughts about joining the Brothers of
Holy Cross.
Most of my 50 years of religious life could be divided into
three main chapters. The first chapter of 10 years was at Holy
Cross High School in River Grove, Illinois. I discovered
that I loved to teach and work as a counselor. I enjoyed
community life and being part of a dedicated faculty; I felt
very confident there in my decision to become a Brother and
made my final vows there.
The second main chapter of 10 years was in Alaska. With an
invitation from Archbishop Hurley and the encouragement
of our provincial Br. Charles Krupp, I became the Director of
Youth Ministry for the Archdiocese of Anchorage. I loved it. I
was surrounded by natural beauty and great youth ministers.
What an incredible place to live and minister! The people and
church there made any sacrifice worthwhile.
The third chapter of 14 years was in Tyler, Texas. Bishop T.K.
Gorman Schools enabled me to participate in the dramatic
growth of the struggling Tyler Catholic School System into
one of the finest “Blue Ribbon” schools in the state. Our
graduates continue to earn significant scholarships to great
universities and have become leaders in the community.
Presently, I am semi-retired and working in the Provincial
Development Office. I also enjoy living and working with
the residents here at Holy Cross Village. Thank you to those,
named and unnamed, for your love and guidance through
the years. God has been very good to me, and I am very
grateful.
Brother Philip Smith, C.S.C.
I was born in Gary, Indiana, and
was educated in grade school by the
Sisters of the Holy Cross. Sister Maria
Gemma, C.S.C., was instrumental in
my coming to know about the Brothers.
Graduating from Andrean High School
in Merrillville, Indiana, in 1964, I entered
the Congregation at Watertown and then
spent a year at the novitiate in Rolling Prairie, Indiana. After
graduating from St. Edward’s University in 1969, I began
my 46-year journey in secondary education as primarily a
teacher, and for six years, as President of Holy Trinity High
School, Chicago, Illinois. Currently, I teach English at
Archbishop Hoban High School, Akron, Ohio.
Over the years, I have served at Boysville of Michigan in
Clinton, St. Mary Catholic Central High School, Monroe,
Michigan, St. Joseph High School, South Bend, Indiana,
Holy Cross College, Notre Dame, Indiana, Holy Cross High
School, River Grove, Illinois and Archbishop Hoban High
School. And for a few years I worked as Vocation Director
and as the founding Director of the Bessette House of
Discernment, Notre Dame, Indiana.

Although I have been happy to serve wherever the need was
determined, I am most proud of my many years at Holy
Trinity High School in Chicago, Illinois. It was there that I
consistently knew that what I contributed assisted its many
fine students to get the leg up needed to succeed, and many
of them have succeeded very well indeed.
Finally, I am grateful to the Congregation for the
opportunities provided to serve and for the support offered
during my years as a teacher.
Brother James Spooner, C.S.C.
Born in Cleveland, Ohio, Brother James
Spooner is the fifth child and only son of
Clarence and Anna Spooner. He attended
Our Lady of Angels Grade School and St.
Edward High School. It was the influence
of the brothers that led him to join the
Brothers.
After professing first vows, Brother James
began his college education at the University of Notre Dame.
In two years he moved to Boysville of Michigan. During
his five years at Boysville, he completed a B.S. at Eastern
Michigan University.
In 1972 Brother James began ministry at Monroe Catholic
Central High School. He pursued evening and summer
classes at Eastern Michigan and completed an M.S. in 1977.
1982–1985 Brother James joined two other brothers at
Holy Family School in Ashland, Ky., a K–12 ministry of
the Catholic parish in Boyd County. He taught science
to students in grades 7 to 12. During this time he began
administrative studies at Christian Brothers University
completing his master’s in administration in 1988.
The next year Brother James moved to Muskegon, Michigan,
and became principal and part-time teacher at Muskegon
Catholic Central Junior High School. This was followed by
two years as associate principal at Archbishop Hoban High
School in Akron.
Brother James’ next ministry was as president and principal of
St. Edward High School in Lakewood, Ohio filling the dual
role for five years, and then serving eight years as president. It
was a chance to renew acquaintances and lead the school he
had graduated from 24 years earlier.
After a sabbatical year, Brother James assumed leadership of
Holy Cross High School in River Grove, Ill., where he served
the first year as president and the second as president and
principal. Declining enrollment led to the close of the school.

25-year Jubilarian

a brother.

Brother Roberto Ortega Jimenez,
C.S.C.
Growing up in the west Texas town of
Fort Hancock, I had no idea that Brothers
existed. It wasn’t until I visited Saint
Edward’s University in Austin, Texas that
I found out about the brothers vocation.
It was an eye opening experience. I was
elated to think I could serve the church as

I really felt comfortable as a brother because Christ seemed to
me to be a brother.
Christ worked among his followers, visited synagogues,
studied and learned the rules and regulations, but spent most
of his ministry walking with the people whom he served.
I began my service in community at Casper, Wyoming,
working at the parish there before going to the novitiate.
Then I went to Holy Cross High School, San Antonio,
Texas, while I was in formation. I then was assigned to St.
Anthony’s in Beaumont, Texas, where I taught middle school.
My next move was to do internal ministry in the formation
of candidates in Guadalupe, Nuevo Leon, Mexico. I then
moved to Holy Cross High School, New Orleans, Louisiana.
From New Orleans I went to Holy Trinity High School,
Chicago, Illinois and presently am at St. Francis of Assisi
Parish on the west side of the city of Chicago.
I can honestly say that all of my ministries have been a joy.
I have learned more than I have taught. I keep growing
on a daily basis. I believe God has placed me in different
ministries, not so much because I have something to give, but
to learn from his people.
It has been a humbling twenty-five years.
After 25 years I cannot believe that I am still in love with my
vocation as a brother. Last month one of my former students
came to Chicago to visit and asked “What keeps you founded
in your vocation?” The only answer I could give him was
prayer. Prayer has led me to my vocation. I am not a pious
person, but prayer has been a real part of my life in Holy
Cross and what I’ve learned there.
Father Moreau has strengthened my vocation. I recall going
to Le Mans in France and asking Father Moreau to guide my
religious vocation. I thank God for allowing Father Moreau
to lead me to strive to be a better person and in turn a HOLY
CROSS BROTHER.

Brother James was then invited to return to Archbishop
Hoban as associate principal, the ministry he continues today.
Brother James is grateful to God for the brothers who have
mentored him, opportunities to minister in places which have
enlivened his faith and wonderful people to work beside.
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