
How we educate the mind 
will change with the times; 

how we cultivate the heart is 
and will remain timeless. 

Father Basil Moreau
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The Legacy of Blessed Basil Moreau: 
Holy Cross Traditions, Values  
and Leadership

Dear Friend of Holy Cross,

The Midwest Province currently sponsors 
five high schools. I suspect they are 
well known to frequent readers of the 
BROTHERS newsletter. These high 
schools are: Archbishop Hoban, St. 
Edward, and Gilmour Academy, each in 
the greater Cleveland area, Holy Trinity 
in Chicago, and Indianapolis Cathedral. 
Each of these schools embraces and 
teaches core values of the Holy Cross 
education tradition and these values are 
practiced daily by administrators, faculty, 
staff, volunteers and students alike. 

One of Blessed Father Basil Moreau’s greatest gifts to his 
Congregation and the Church is his writing on Christian pedagogy, 
or education. For generations of students, the Congregation of Holy 
Cross, Midwest Province of Brothers, has taken Father Moreau’s 
philosophy of education and shared it with others in our high schools, 
as well as Holy Cross College, at Notre Dame, IN.

Our schools do not look like they did 50 years ago or even twenty 
years ago. The way students learn today is different, but academic 
excellence and value driven instruction are still the foundation at each 
of our schools. While educational methods, approaches, and even the 
physical plants continue to evolve, the philosophy underlying Holy 
Cross instruction hasn’t changed. 

The legacy of Blessed Moreau is well summarized by this quote from 
his treatise on Catholic Education, 1856: 

How we educate the mind will change with the times; how we 
cultivate the heart is and will remain timeless.

The influence of technology is probably the most obvious change 
from Fr. Moreau’s time. Other factors challenging today’s school 
administrators are changing family structures, societal pressures 
confronting children, the cost of Catholic education, the number 
of students coming from diverse geographic areas and cultures, and 
developing methodologies to maintain the essence of a “Holy Cross” 
school while the presence of brothers in the school is considerably less 
than 20 years ago.

(Continued on page 2)

Blessed  
Basil Moreau

Brother Chester Freel, C.S.C.,  
Provincial Superior
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Brothers newsletter is 
a publication of the 
Development Office, 
Midwest Province.

For questions 
regarding the 
newsletter, address 
changes, planned 
giving or other 
matters related to the 
development office, 
please contact:

Brother Roy Smith, CSC 
Director of Development 
P.O. Box 460 
Notre Dame, IN 46556-0460 
(574) 631-2928 
rsmith@brothersofholycross.com
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message from...
the Provincial

In this edition of BROTHERS we 
explore five themes, and resulting 
programs, that are most likely different 
today than from when you attended 
high school. I trust that you can sense 
from the articles that even if methods 
for educating the mind may have 
changed, that in Holy Cross sponsored 
schools, cultivation of the heart remains 
timeless. 

St. Andre Bessette, Pray for us. 

In Holy Cross,

Brother Chester Freel, C. S. C. 
Provincial Superior

(Continued from page 1) Thoughts Shared by a Student
I’ve actually grown up with Holy Cross throughout my life and am familiar 
with different brothers when I was little. When my family learned there was 
a Holy Cross school in Indianapolis we sought that school out. My dad went 
to a Holy Cross Brothers school Memorial in Evansville, Indiana, and could 
tell the school in Indianapolis had the same spirit. The decision was made 
that my brother and I would attend Cathedral High School.

The way Holy Cross Brothers 
teach helps students become 
better people. You’ll find 
their beliefs everywhere, from 
the signs in the gym to the 
expectations of the teachers.

There is a huge faith community 
at Cathedral with passion and 
zeal for God and for everything 
we do.

All are welcome to the Cathedral 
family. The charism of family 
here is strong among students, 
teachers, the entire community 
here. Income doesn’t matter, 
where you are from doesn’t 
matter, ethnic and religious 

background doesn’t matter. I came from a school on the south side of 
Indianapolis, but my best friends are from the north Indianapolis area 
suburbs. The strongest diversity I see is geographic.

Approximately 80% of our student body is Catholic, and the other 20% are 
faith groups ranging from Jewish to other Christian denominations.

Every kind of kid goes to school at Cathedral. You have the really great 
athletes and the ones who wouldn’t want to do athletics if they were paid. 
You have the smartest kids you find and the kids who need extra help, but 
the thing about Cathedral is that the help is there for them.

Teachers here at Cathedral care about their students, and so they help 
students before school and after school….Knowing that a teacher cares 
about you that much is really important.

I love when someone comes to the school, speaks to us as a visitor, and we 
bless them at the end. The Cathedral blessing, when all the students put 
their hands out and sing the song is so moving it brings people to tears.

The life-long connections here at Cathedral are so important.

Katherine Will is a senior at Cathedral High School

Katherine Will
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At the encouragement of Dr. George Martin, president of 
St. Edward University, Austin, TX Holy Cross Institute 
began. The Institute was created to insure the perpetuity 
of Blessed Moreau’s educational charism among all Holy 
Cross institutions. Brothers Stephen Walsh, C.S.C. and 
Donald Blauvelt, C.S.C. suggested that the high schools 
and middle schools of the three provinces of brothers also be 
invited. The first convocation was held in 2006 where some 
150 individuals from 22 Holy Cross Institutions met at St. 
Edward’s University for three days. 

The institute in Dr. Martin’s vision is a place to share, 
teach and preserve Holy Cross values, history, heritage and 
traditions. Holy Cross Institute creates the initial focus 
on charisms of Father Moreau. The institute serves as the 
main facilitator of communicating these gifts to the board 
members, faculty and staff of Holy Cross universities, 
colleges, high schools and middle schools and other Holy 
Cross institutions. 

Once a year administrators and staff from each member 
institution gather at St. Edward’s University, Austin, Texas, 
to participate in presentations and discussion related to Holy 
Cross education. This year’s convocation, March 30-31st has 
the theme: Trends in Private Education: to 2020 and beyond. 
The keynote speaker is Father Joseph M. O’Keefe, S.J. The 
annual retreat is July 22-26 directed by Father Thomas 
Looney, C.S.C. The theme for the retreat is: “Holy Cross 
Alive! Living the Spirit of Moreau Today.”

Holy Cross Institute is a resource center providing writings 
of Father Moreau i.e. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, and 
reflections on his writings and making available presentations 
of speakers at previous convocations. Brother Joel Giallanza, 
C.S.C., has written several reflective pieces on Blessed Basil 
Moreau, his sense of mission and his views on education. 

The work of Holy Cross Institute is a way of continuing Holy 
Cross though the Brothers are smaller in number. If you 
believe in something, believe it, live it, share it. The faculty, 
staff and administrators carry the ideas and message to their 
own schools, programs and institutions.

At Cathedral High School Brother Ken Haders, C.S.C.has 
been brought on board as Vice President for Mission 
Integration, a position that a few other schools also have in 
place. In an early note to the Cathedral family, he said:

“I know I speak for all the brothers who once walked the 
halls on Meridian Street, as I acknowledge the good work 
of so many who kept the Holy Cross spirit alive for these 
past few decades. It is good to be at Cathedral, a school so 
obviously rich in Holy Cross values and traditions.”

Over the years many dedicated board members, 
administrators, faculty, staff, parents, alumni and friends of 
Holy Cross have been a vital part of making sure the legacy 
of Blessed Basil Moreau continues.

Holy Cross Traditions, Values and Leadership

Meghan Pryatel of the Gilmour Academy Class of 2013, is pictured with 
smiling school girls taken during a service-project trip to Honduras.
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Moreau’s main focus was preparing the world “for better 
times than ours” leaving a legacy, instructing, motivating 
and by example show students how to live a Christian life. 
Alternating each summer between St. Edward’s University, 
Austin, TX and Holy Cross College, Notre Dame, IN, 
student leaders from each high school are invited to attend 
and participate for five days in leadership development. The 
students by their own admission are impressed by the sense 
of family and identity they share with other students from 
various Holy Cross schools.

Campus Ministry staff at Holy Trinity work with students 
and build upon the Holy Cross values of integrity and 
family. The students from Holy Trinity, as did students from 
St. Edward High School, Hoban High School, Cathedral, 
Gilmour and St. Mary Catholic Central attended a regional 
leadership conference hosted by Hoban. The mid- year 
conference was directed by Brother Robert Livernois, 
C.S.C., Mr. Dan Mackin of St. Edward High School and 

Mrs. Margaret Dool, Gilmour Academy. The theme of the 
conference was “Our Holy Cross Shared Heritage.”

Leadership is exhibited and expressed in many ways. More 
than 60% of Hoban’s students participate in the visual and 
performing arts. They have 30 clubs in the school with a 
result of 99% of Hoban students are involved in co-curricular 
activities; more than 75% of the students are involved in 26 
varsity sports. 

Academic excellence is very much a part of the Holy Cross 
tradition and heritage. Since 2000,162 Hoban students have 
been recognized by the National Merit Scholarship Program. 
Over the past five years, Hoban seniors were awarded over 
$16.7 million per year in awards and scholarships. The 
quantity varies in each of the schools, however, the pattern 
is indeed the same, a considerable number of students are 
recognized by the National Merit Scholarship Program and 
amounts awarded for graduating seniors increases.

(Above) Holy Cross College, Notre Dame, has been the host for 
several years for the Holy Cross Student Leadership workshops 
held each summer for students from Holy Cross schools around 
the country. Pictured are some of the more than 90 students 
who attended last summer.I

(Left) Domenic Grosso, a senior at Archbishop Hoban High 
School in Akron, serves as the lector at the school liturgy on 
the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows last September. At the Mass, 
43 seniors were commissioned to serve as Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion for the 2013-14 school year.

Students Take the Lead 
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At student conferences, 
whether in the summer or 
regional gatherings during 
the school year, service 
projects are a vital part of the 
program. Faculty and staff at 
each school lead by example 
showing students that we are 
our brothers / sisters keeper. 
All through life they can 
impact the lives of others, 
creating a more just and 
humane global community.

Many people, the students 
included, have often said 
how they have grown in 
self- knowledge and self- 
awareness when they have 
served others. Each school 
approaches this in its own 
way depending on the needs 
and opportunities in its 
various locations. 

Holy Trinity’s 270 students complete approximately 16,000 
hours of service each year. Ongoing throughout the entire 
school year they volunteer at the Franciscan Outreach 
Association’s Marquard Center – a sanctuary in Wicker Park 
for Chicago’s homeless and disadvantaged. There are a variety 
of programs they are involved with in the Chicago area.

To honor the milestone of its 95th year, the entire Cathedral 
student body, faculty, staff and administrators, more 
than 1300 individuals, went out to serve the Indianapolis 
community. Groups of students went to more than 55 
different locations: food banks, St. Vincent DePaul 
distribution center, Habitat for Humanity, Holy Family 
shelter and many more places as part of an outreach to 
the community. 6,000 hours were volunteered in one day. 
One of the highlights of the anniversary celebration was to 
bring back and recognize Dr. James Muller, class of 1961 
who received the Nobel Peace Prize for co-founding The 
International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War. 
He spoke on the need for peace and Christian values in the 
world today.

In addition to many religious opportunities, Holy Cross 
College offers fall and spring service trips to Appalachia, 
India, Peru, Ghana, and Brazil. Travel abroad is a vital part 
of the overall education at Holy Cross College.

Hands on, face to face, direct service is key in Hoban’s 
approach to the call to serve others.

Last year they gave 26,000 hours in a variety of ways. 
The trip to Honduras called for serving as interpreters in 
a medical clinic and an immersion experience in Ghana 
was part of their service. Students are required to journal 
regarding their trips and serving in the communities.

Last year Hoban provided 47,000 cans of non-perishables to 
the Akron food bank-largest donation by one group.

St. Edward High School begins in freshman year teaching 
students that they can be an influence, make a difference, 
in the larger community by sacrificing their time, talent and 
treasure. This is practicing the ideals of servant leadership. 
The students are involved in peace and justice organizations, 
Respect Life, Fellowship of Christian Athletes to mention just 
a few of the nearly 80 activities and clubs at the school.

Learning more and more of Basil Moreau’s view of Christian 
education is very important to the Gilmour Academy 
community. Part of that involves requiring each student to 
contribute a minimum of 60 hours of community service 
during the school year. It is no surprise that the students 
contribute many more hours, above and beyond the expected 
number. Gilmour Academy wants their students, Montessori 
through 12th grade, to lead lives of faith and purpose and 
being lifelong learners who improve the global village.

Students from St. Edward High School in Lakewood, Ohio, build 
a home in a poverty stricken community while on a service trip 
to Appalachia. 

Responding to the Call to Serve
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Diversity of  
Our Students is  
By Choice 
Intentional efforts are made to enrich the 
student body with a diverse population 
geographically, racially, ethnically, 
economically, socially, religiously to provide 
a unifying global perspective. It is clear that 
our schools, in order to assure diversity, 
and ensure longevity the Holy Cross school 
communities want to and do embark on 
major fund-raising efforts. The diversity of 
each school is viewed as an important part of 
the educational experience.

Holy Trinity welcomed whoever came to its 
doors, no matter the makeup of the school’s 
immediate neighborhood or whoever came 
from far away neighborhoods. They made 
every effort, as each of our schools do, to find 
a way to help a student who desires a Holy 
Cross education, to secure one. At times 
this happened from the generosity of board 
members reaching into their own pockets. 
There continues to be a commitment to 
helping students realize that a Holy Cross 

education is not simply measured by a grade 
but by the quality of one’s character and one’s 
commitment to justice.

As evidence of Cathedral’s commitment 
to diversity 40% of the students receive 
monetary help by way of endowed 
scholarships, financial assistance, and 
vouchers. 

Last year 52% of the student body at 
Gilmour received some form of financial 
scholarship which totaled $3.8 million, while 
St. Edward, gave need based financial aid, 
merit scholarships from $500-$4,000 and 
music scholarships. The total amount given 
was 2.5 million dollars.

At Hoban 20% of its student body is from 
other faiths and it provides for all spiritual 
growth projects, retreat opportunities, daily 
prayer, four years of religious studies and 
regular all school Masses.

Holy Cross College’s student body represents 
over 30 states and more than a dozen 
countries. They welcome students of all 
ages, backgrounds, cultures and beliefs. 
Though distinctively Catholic, it is open 
to all. Students encounter an environment 
where they can deepen their faith through 

theology classes, 
retreats, prayer and 
resident life. Campus 
ministry offers 
spiritual direction, 
daily mass, retreats, 
shared opportunities 
with University of 
Notre Dame and St. 
Mary’s College. The 
professors, including 
a number of brothers, 
priest and sisters, 
are still known for 
developing individual 
relationships with 
students and are 
uniquely committed 
to their students.

College bound student of Holy Trinity High School, Chicago, 
show the diversity of the school’s student body.
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Technology Today 
in Our Ministry
This is the area that would exhibit the most visible change 
in how our schools look today in comparison to 50, 20 even 
five years ago. There is a movement in education to toward 
1:1 learning where each student has an electronic device, i.e. 
laptop, iPad or other tools whether it is through the school 
or byod (bring your own device). Efforts are being made to 
equip classrooms with white boards, laptop karts, mobile 
desks on wheels for moving in small work groups in the 
classroom. 

In 2012 the Cathedral High School board made a decision 
to make the school fully integrated into one-on-one iPad 
program. As a result Cathedral was the first Catholic high 
school in Indiana to do so. 

From a rigorous academic program, to award-winning arts 
program and championship athletics, students have limitless 
opportunities to develop their many talents and achieve 
personal goals. The pre-engineering program is a recent 
addition to St. Edward High School as they have devoted 
a special wing of the school to this program. One of the 
exciting parts of the pre-engineering program is Robotics. 
There is even competition robotics which St. Edward 
participates under the direction of Brother David Martin, 
C.S.C.

Hoban encourages its faculty and students to explore the 
latest innovations and practices evolving from today’s 
colleges, workforce and society. One development this year is 
that all freshmen, sophomores and juniors were given iPads 
for home and school use.

Remembering our Deceased Brothers in Your Prayers

In Christ We Will
Come to Life Again

1 Cor: 15:22

Brother Thomas William Minta, C.S.C., 65 
died January 8, 2014  
46 years a vowed religious

Brother William Vincent Gates, C.S.C., 86 
died January 15, 2014 
66 years a vowed religious

Brother Edward Walter Wauchter, C.S.C., 87 
died January 19, 2014 
64 years a vowed religious

Students at Cathedral High School, Indianapolis, were the first 
in Indiana to have each student supplied with an iPad.
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