
Prayer to Obtain a Special Favor
Saint Brother André, we celebrate your 

presence among us. Your loving friendship 
with Jesus, Mary and Joseph makes you 

a powerful intercessor with the Holy 
Father. Through you, from our lips to 

God’s ear, our supplications are heard... 
(favor requested). We ask to be made a 

part of God’s work, alongside you, in the 
spirit of prayer, compassion and humility.  

Saint Brother André, pray for us.
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Brother André Is Canonized!
By Baptism we are all called to be saints. Blessed Brother André Bessette 
is the first member of the Congregation of Holy Cross to be recognized 
by the Roman Catholic Church as a saint.

St. Andre is also the first Canadian-born male to be canonized. The 
“Miracle Man of Mt. Royal” was born just eight years after the founding 
of the Congregation of Holy Cross by Blessed Basil Anthony Moreau in 
LeMans, France in 1837. 

In an order renowned for its educators and preachers, it is ironic that a 
frail Brother, who was nearly illiterate most of his life, and a doorman for 
40 years, could be such an instrument in the hands of St. Joseph and the 
Son of God. 

For French-speaking Quebec, the canonization of Blessed André Bessette 
on October 17, 2010, was an event they had been praying for since 
Andre’s death in 1937. The week-long buildup to the canonization was 
celebrated in Rome, Canada and wherever there are Holy Cross religious. 
We single out the canonization of Blessed Brother André, but there were 
five other Blesseds who were also honored by the Church with sainthood. 
They are: Stanislaw Soltys, Candida Marfa de Jesus Cipitria y Barriola, 
Mary of the Cross MacKillop, Giulia Salzano and Battista Camilla Da 
Varano. 

Worshipers from around the globe crowded into St. Peter’s Square 
for the canonization Mass. Prior to the liturgy, groups of supporters 
took turns singing, waving banners, flags and pictures to honor their 
favorite candidate for sainthood. Holy Cross Priests, Brothers and Sisters 
representing the four Congregations, founded by Basil Moreau, attended 
the Mass and a number participated in the liturgy. 

Holy Cross religious and Brother André pilgrims held a pre-canonization 
Prayer Vigil in the Church of Saint Andrea Della Valle on October 16. 
Jean-Claude Cardinal Turcotte, Archbishop of Montreal, celebrated a 
Thanksgiving Mass for St. André at the same cathedral on October 18. 
Holy Cross religious also attended a reception at the Generalate of the 
Congregation of Holy Cross hosted by newly-elected Superior General 
Rev. Richard V. Warner, C.S.C. On October 21, Pope Benedict XVI 
held his weekly audience in St. Peter’s Square. At the conclusion of the 
audience Rev. Richard V. Warner, C.S.C., and Rev. Claude Grou, C.S.C., 
Rector of St. Joseph’s Oratory, presented Pope Benedict XVI with an icon 
of St. André drawn by Russian master iconographer Alexandere Sobolev. 

Pope Benedict XVI entered St. Peter’s Square in his “Pope Mobile” to the 
thunderous shouts of the pilgrims. The Mass, homily and canonization 
ceremony would last two-and-a-half hours. (Pictures of the canonization 
ceremony are on pages 4-5 of this newsletter.) 

Icon of  
St. André Bessette 

(Continued on page 2)
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Pope Benedict XVI said, “Brother André 
Bessette, born in Quebec, in Canada,  
and a religious of the Congregation of 
Holy Cross, knew suffering and poverty 
very early in life. This led him to turn to 
God for prayer and an intense interior 
life. Doorman at the Notre Dame College 

in Montreal, he showed boundless charity 
and did everything possible to soothe the 
despair of those who confided in him. 
With little instruction, he nevertheless 
understood what was essential to his faith. 
For him, to believe meant to submit freely 
and lovingly to Divine Will. Everything 

existed through the mystery of Jesus, he 
lived the beatitude of the pure of heart, 
that of personal rectitude. It is thanks to 
this simplicity, he showed many to God. 
He had the Saint Joseph Oratory of Mont 
Royal built, where he was the faithful 
guardian until his death in 1937. There, 
he was the witness of many healings and 
conversions. ‘Do not try to have your trials 
taken away from you,’ he said, ‘rather, 
ask for the grace to endure them well.’ 
For him,everything spoke of God and His 
presence. May we, following his example, 
search for God with simplicity to discover 
Him always present in the core of our lives! 
May the example of Brother André inspire 
Canadian Christian life!” 

On October 30, 2010, some 30,000 
French-Canadians had an opportunity 
to celebrate the life of St. André 
Bessette with a Mass at Olympic 
Stadium, Montreal. The Oratory of St. 
Joseph hosted a dinner for 250 Priests, 
Brothers and Sisters attending the 
Montreal celebrations. The following 
day, November 1, Masses and activities 
were held at the Oratory of St. Joseph. 
Over 100 relatives of St. André were 
present for a Mass celebrated by Holy 
Cross Superior General Rev. Richard V. 
Warner, C.S.C. 

Pope Benedict XVI enters St. Peter’s Square on Sunday, October 17, 2010, to begin the 
canonization ceremony for six men and women .

Brother André Is Canonized!
(continued from page 1)

St. André Bessette Web Pages
In some cases you may have to search the web sites for the story and 
pictures on the canonization of St. André. If you have problems please 
contact: cmcbride@brothersofholycross.com for assistance.

Brothers of Holy Cross Midwest Province 
http://www.brothersofholycross.com 
Brothers of Holy Cross Vocations 
http://www.holycrossbrothers.org 
Oratory of St. Joseph 
http://www.saint-joseph.org 
Canadian Salt + Light Television 
http://saltandlighttv.org/brotherandre/ 
Catholicism Web Site 
http://catholicism.org/br-andre.html 
Ave Maria Press – Book on St. André  
https://www.avemariapress.com/search/?q=st.+andre 
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Alfred Bessette was born in Saint-
Gregorie, Canada, 30 miles south 
of Montreal on August 9, 1845, the 
eighth of a dozen children of Isaac 
and Clothilde Bessette. Almost from 
birth, Alfred was to begin living a 
life of poverty, sickness and frailness. 
At nine years of age his father, Isaac, 
died in a logging accident. At twelve 
his mother died and he was put up 
for adoption. For the next thirteen 

years he would drift from job to job 
including farmhand, shoemaker, baker, 
blacksmith and factory worker. For a 
time he worked in Saint-Cesaire and 
later with countless other young people 
becoming Franco-Americans in the 
mills and factories of the United States 
at the time of the Civil War. Alfred, 
unable to read or write, was a failure at 
all. 

At twenty-five, in the year 1870, he 
applied for entrance as a Brother to the 
Congregation of Holy Cross. Weak 
health prevented him from taking 
first vows at the end of his novitiate 
year. Later with the urging of friends, 
including Bishop Ignace Bourget of 
Montreal, Brother André was allowed 
to take first vows. His assignment was 
to be the porter-doorkeeper at Notre 
Dame College in Montreal, a position 

he would hold for 40 years. 
Brother André would spend hours 

at night praying before a statue of St. 
Joseph which sat on a window sill 
facing Mt. Royal. He said, “Someday, 
St. Joseph is going to be honored in a 
special way on Mt. Royal.” Little did 
he realize then that in 1904 he would 
found what would become the largest 
church in the world to honor St. Joseph. 

Over the years he would visit and pray 
with the sick and weary. He would rub 
the sick with oil taken from the votive 
lamp burning before St. Joseph in the 
College chapel. Word of healings would 
begin to spread, crowds wanting time 
with Brother Andre would increase…he 
would always give the credit for favors 
and cures to St. Joseph. Often he told 
the sick to just pray for the strength to 
bear their burdens.  

Brother Andre 
experienced 
many trials with 
his religious 
superiors over his 
“dream” to honor 
St. Joseph on Mt. 
Royal. By 1931 
the construction 
of the massive 
church halted 
due to the world-
wide depression. 
Brother Andre 
told his superiors, 
“Put a statue of 
St. Joseph in the 
middle, if he 
wants a roof over 
his head, he’ll get 
it.” The roof was 
completed within 
a year.  

The sickly boy 
who could hardly 
read, write or 
hold a job died 
at the age of 92, 
January 6, 1937. 
Over a million 
Canadians paid 

their respects to the humble Brother. He 
was beatified in by Pope John Paul II in 
1982 and canonized by Pope Benedict 
XVI on October 17, 2010. 

For the 73 years since his death, 
Brother Andre, the “Miracle Worker 
of Montreal” was indeed a saint of the 
Roman Catholic Church to millions of 
his followers.

Short Biography of St. André Bessette 

Rev. Richard V. Warner, C.S.C. , Superior General of the Congregation of Holy Cross, on Sunday November 1, 
2010, was the principal celebrant and homilist for a Mass at St. Joseph’s Oratory in Montreal, Canada. The 
Mass at the Oratory Crypt was attended by nearly a 100 relatives of St.André Bessette. The previous day, some 
30,000 Canadians worshiped at Montreal’s Olympic Stadium as a tribute to the Miracle Man of Montreal.



4 Brothers March 2011

Memories of 
the Canonization

Here, along with pictures, are six reflections from pilgrims who 
were in Rome for the canonization of St. André Bessette. The 
Midwest Province was represented by over a dozen Brothers 
along with six employees sent by the Holy Cross Village 
Foundation. There were also a number of staff, parents, and 
students present from Holy Cross ministries throughout the 
province.

“Attending the canonization of St. André, will remain as one of 
the highlights of my life. As I sat in St. Peter 
Square, I thanked God for the example of 
St Andre’s life. His life demonstrates that we 
can make a difference in the world if we are 
faithful to God’s call.”  

Brother Richard Armstrong, C.S.C.  
Ministry to the Poor 
Andre House of Hospitality  
Phoenix, Arizona 

“To encounter God is everyone’s ultimate vocation. The 
opportunity given me to be in Rome for the canonization of 
Brother André Bessette further convinced me 
to tell others, especially those considering the 
religious lifestyle, that it is by leading the life 
of uncomplicated faith, such as the faith of 
Brother André, that we find God.” 

Brother Carlos Parrilla, C.S.C.  
Director, Bessette House  
Notre Dame, Indiana 

“Being sent to Rome on behalf of the frontline workers at Holy 
Cross Village was an experience of a lifetime. The more I learned 
about Brother André, the more inspired I was by the life he 
led. Despite being both frail and uneducated, he was able to 
touch many lives because he poured himself into every task. The 
ordinary chore of opening a door paved the 
way to an extraordinary healing ministry. I 
am moved to following his example and give 
‘my everything’ and I look forward to seeing 
how the Lord will bless it.” 

Elizabeth Brewer 
Director of Nursing in Training 
Dujarie House Infirmary  
Holy Cross Village at Notre Dame, Indiana
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“For the Congregation of Holy Cross both in the 
South Bend area and throughout the world, the 
Canonization of Saint André Bessette is a sacred 
moment in the history of the Congregation of Holy 
Cross.  This simple and saintly man, struggled 
through an early life of poverty and deprivation, 
after becoming an orphan at the age of thirteen, 
until with persistence he was accepted as a Holy 
Cross brother.  His great devotion to St. Joseph 
led him to accomplish what was thought to be 
impossible – beginning the construction of a great 
shrine to St. Joseph in Montreal, Canada.  Through 
his pastoral attention to those who sought his 
intercession for spiritual and 
physical challenges, many 
people were cured by the 
‘Miracle Man of Montreal.’ ”

Reverend Richard V. Warner, 
C.S.C.  
Superior General  
Congregation of Holy Cross 
Rome, Italy 

 

“The experience in Rome gave me a real sense of 
unity and belonging to the Congregation of Holy 
Cross and the entire Catholic Church. It is truly a 
blessing to have a member, St. André, recognized 
as a saint of the Roman Catholic Church. For me 
it was an honor and wish fulfilled to be chosen by 
the Midwest Province to attend the canonization. 
St. André did much more than 
was expected of him. It was 
his great devotion to St. Joseph 
as well as his work with the 
poor and sick that made him a 
model for us to follow.” 

Brother James Blaszak, C.S.C.  
Pastoral Administrator 
Sacred Heart Parish  
LaPorte, Indiana 

 

“It was a great privilege to witness the canonization 
of Brother André and to see the internationality 
of the Church as well as the Congregation. To say 
we in Holy Cross now have a Saint is incredible. It 
gives all of us the assurance 
that if we live our life of prayer 
and hospitality—live our 
Constitutions—moves us to 
holiness.”

Brother Daniel Dardoe, 
C.S.C.  
District Superior  
Holy Cross District Center  
Cape Coast, Ghana, West Africa
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Dear Friend of Holy Cross,

I was privileged to participate in a four 
day pilgrimage to Rome to witness 
the canonization of Brother André 
Bessette, CSC. It was with great pride 
and anticipation that I journeyed to this 
celebration knowing that I would attend 
the canonization of the first member of 
the Congregation of Holy Cross to be 
declared a Saint. Brother André, that 
poorly educated, chronically ill, and 
mostly unemployable doorkeeper, would 

be recognized for his unending attention 
to the needs of others…...Oh, what a 
great day October 17, 2010! 

My reflections during the pilgrimage 
often centered on how unlikely a story 
that it was the little porter, Brother 
André who would become a saint. 
Cardinal Turcotte, Archbishop of 
Montreal, characterized the event as 
Brother André receiving a “gold medal 
in the Olympics.” Hollywood could not 
have written a better script; certainly on 
a par with Rudy, Hoosiers or Breaking 
Away. (Can you tell that I grew up in 
Indiana cheering for the underdog?)

It was the physically sick and the 
spiritually weak who learned, 
understood, and benefited from St. 
André’s wisdom and faith. To those 

who approached Brother Andre seeking 
healing or consolation he would often 
say: “Go to Joseph.” Brother André 
would never take personal credit for 
a miracle, often times in frustration, 
insisting that the credit belonged to St. 
Joseph. At other times he would advise 
“How good the good God is! He really 
watches over us.” 

This edition of the BROTHERS 
Newsletter is dedicated to the story of 
Brother André Bessette. His story is 
truly unique, uplifting, and inspiring. 
It shows that by being sensitive to 
the needs of others, listening to their 
problems, engaging in prayer, and by 
seeking the assistance of St Joseph, 
that small (and sometimes great!) daily 
miracles do occur.

Also in this edition, some of my 
fellow “pilgrims” to Rome share their 
thoughts, reflections, and reactions to 
the canonization of St. André. Each has 
a different view on how Brother André’s 
story gives meaning and perspective to 
their life, and how for them, this was a 
life-altering experience. Just as those in 
Brother André’s time describe meeting 
him as an unforgettable occasion, those 
attending the canonization of St. André 
Bessette characterize the event in similar 
manner. 

After reading the feature article on 
Brother André, and the recollections 
of those present at the canonization, if 
you desire to learn more of St. André, 
internet links and other resources are 
listed on page 2 of the newsletter.

St. André Bessette, Pray for us.

In Holy Cross,

Brother Chester Freel, C. S. C. 
Provincial Superior 

Canonization of St. André Bessette:  
Once in a Lifetime Memory

Pictured are several Brothers 
from the Mid-West Province who 
attended the canonization of St. 
André October 17 in Rome. From 
left they are: Brothers Chester Freel, 
Daniel Dardoe, James Blaszak, 
Vincent Ntsiful, Carlos Parrilla and 
Richard Armstrong.

Brother Chester Freel, 
C.S.C., Provincial Superior

message from...
the Provincial
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Remembering our Deceased Brother in Your Prayers

    In Christ  
We Will Come 

        to Life Again
1 Cor: 15:22

Brother Vincentius (Joseph ) Balog, C.S.C., 86
died November 23, 2010 
67 years a vowed Religious.

Brother Thaddeus (Karl) Gottemoller, C.S.C., 99
died December 31, 2010 
79 years a vowed Religious

Goal of Phase II for Columba Hall Refurbishing in Sight
Preparation for remodeling of 
Columba Hall, Phase II is underway. 
We are most appreciative of all who 
have responded so generously! As 
of February 1, a total of 751 donors 
have given $140, 279 which is 70% of 
our goal of $200,000. This has been 
achieved without a matching grant as 
we had last year. Contributions are still 
being accepted and needed for —Phase 
II refurbishing of Columba Hall.

Phase II includes renovations to the 
last nine bedrooms of Columba Hall 
by increasing their size and adding a 
restroom and shower to each room. Six 
of the rooms are currently occupied 
by brothers, and the other three are 
used for guest rooms. It will take some 
juggling of construction schedules 
and alternative living arrangements 
for those six brothers, who will be 
displaced during the remodeling, but 
all agree it is worth some temporary 
inconvenience to finally have a 
private bath/shower. The repairing 
and resurfacing of parking areas and 
driveway will begin once the weather 
cooperates and the necessary funds are 
secured.

Br. Walter Gluhm, CSC, superior at 
Columba Hall, said,” The brothers in 
the already renovated rooms are more 
than satisfied and especially appreciate 

having their own bathroom.” He noted 
that the average age of a Columba Hall 
brother is 78 years “young” and that 
the six brothers in rooms slated for 
Phase II work reflect that age.. With 
a smile on his face, Br Walter further 
commented: “It will be a blessed day 
when the work is finished, and every 
member of the house has his own 
restroom, especially at 3:00 in the 
morning.” 

Thank you for helping us to make 
Columba Hall a “home” for our 
brothers.

Brother Roy Smith, C.S.C. 
Director of Province Development

54515 State Rd. 933 North 
Notre Dame, IN 46556 
rsmith@brothersofholycross.com 
574-631-2928
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