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We All Need to Be Hopeful

W

hat would our life be like if
there was not a season of
spring? Miserable, meaningless,
hopeless. The excitement, newness and
energy which the season of spring brings,
gives us comfort and a sense of purpose.
Simply put, it brings us hope.
The passion, death and resurrection of
Jesus is the very basis of our faith and we
Brother Robert Fillmore, C.S.C.
clearly recognize the need we all have
Provincial Superior
to find reasons to hope. Most of us
experience times of discouragement when there seems to be no
way out, or a time of serious personal illness affecting ourselves
or someone we love appears to be meaningless, or a friendship
has gone bad where reconciliation seems impossible, or a period
develops when we lose self confidence and cannot find anything
to bring it back. These times in our life are dark and challenging.
As members of the Congregation of Holy Cross we understand
the need for hope in our lives. Finding hope and bringing hope
to others is at the very heart of our life; so much so that we have
as our motto, “The cross is our only hope.” We say we are men
with hope to bring.

The passion,
death and resurrection
of Jesus is the very
basis of our faith and
we clearly recognize
the need we all have to find
reasons to hope.

Throughout our many years of ministry in education and in the
variety of other ways we minister, we do in fact bring hope to
others. Alumni, friends and others we have served tell stories
about how our interest in them and the ways we accepted them
and worked with them built up their confidence, and that gave
them hope and a reason to keep going.
You undoubtedly have your own similar stories.
My desire and prayer is that you will become more hopeful as
you grow in your understanding of the power of the resurrection
of Jesus in your everyday life. May the stories you read in this
edition renew your hope in the goodness of others and yourself.
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n what used to be the Solitude attached to Columba Hall on the campus of the
University of Notre Dame the Brothers of Holy Cross have instituted a new
program aimed at helping young men discern their vocation. Built in 1847 and
allegedly the third oldest building on the campus, the Solitude, now Bessette House,
is the home to five young men in discernment and two Brothers of Holy Cross. It
is named after Blessed Brother Andre Bessette, C.S.C., a Canadian Brother of Holy
Cross who founded The Oratory of St. Joseph in Montreal, Canada, a century ago.

BrothersOpen Bessette House
▼
Residents of the new Bessette
House are front, left to right:
Nick Strom, Franco
Verteramo, and Ben Modlin.
Back row, left to right: Brother
William Mewes, C.S.C.,
Brother Philip Smith, C.S.C.,
Newman Jones, and
Sean McGowan.

▼
Most evenings the members
of Bessette House eat
a meal together.

The new community is living in the midst of
ongoing renovations. The house has been
completely repainted. New carpeting has
been installed throughout. The second floor
bathroom has been augmented with new toilets and a second shower. On the first floor,
there are two small suites for the two staff
members. What was once the kitchen for
persons on retreat is now the recreation
room. Off this room is the chapel. What
was once a private apartment is now the site
of the kitchen and dining room. The
members of the house include three students
from Holy Cross College, one from the
University of Notre Dame and one from
Indiana University in South Bend. Ben
Modlin, 19, is a Mishawaka High School grad,
Neumann Jones, 19, a Marian High School
grad, and Franco Verteramo, 19, a St. Joseph
High School grad. All are enrolled as second
semester freshmen at Holy Cross College,
Notre Dame, IN. Nick Strom, 19, a St. Joseph
High School grad, is attending Indiana
University, South Bend, as a second semester
freshman. Sean McGowan, 20, an Akron,
Ohio, Archbishop Hoban High School graduate is a second semester sophomore at
the University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN. Brother Philip Smith, C.S.C., and
Brother William Mewes, C.S.C., make the community seven.

As members of a discernment house, these men are not candidates for the Brothers’
society. Each has felt some call to respond more deeply to God and the Church.
They are now exploring that call privately and as a group as it might be related to
the consecrated religious life of a Brother in Holy Cross. Because all are serious
students, achieving a balance among their many pushes and pulls from school,
Bessette House, work, friends and family will be a constant challenge.
The community gathers for prayer each day and eats a common dinner as many
times in the week as possible. Wednesday evening is a community night when the
entire community prays and eats together. Then there is discussion about discernment, religious life, the vows, private and community prayer, and information about
Holy Cross and its various worldwide ministries. Many individuals will collaborate
in making these presentations throughout the academic year.
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Bessette House is open to men who have graduated from high school. If you know
of someone who has shown an interest in discernment, please have him contact
Brother Philip Smith, C.S.C., at either psmith@hcc-nd.edu or 574-631-2703. And
by all means, keep the men in this community in your prayers.

Rebirth of the

Peace House

W

▼

hen the Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C., Peace Institute was
started in the mid-1980’s, Columba Hall housed the graduate students
from various countries who were attending the institute . It was
supposed to be a temporary situation, but it turned into a 15-year stay. The
section of the building that housed the residents of the Peace Institute was on
two floors over the recreation rooms in Columba Hall.
The rooms were very small (9x11 feet) and were 14 in
number – seven on each floor.

Pictured are Columba
Hall during renovation
and Brother Joseph
McTaggert, C.S.C.,
in his new room.

In 2000, the University of Notre Dame moved the Peace
House to the Notre Dame Apartments on Notre Dame Ave.
This left the rooms in this section of Columba Hall vacant.
When it was determined that the old Solitude section of
Columba Hall should house the brothers’ new vocation
discernment program, it meant that Columba Hall was faced
with replacing living and office space it would lose in giving
up the Solitude.
The provincial administration of the Midwest Province,
Brothers of Holy Cross, approved the gutting and remodeling of the Peace House, at the same time remodeling
Bessette House (the former Solitude). The renovation of the
Peace House now provides four additional resident rooms
for Columba Hall.

Prayer for beatification of Father Basil Anthony Moreau, C.S.C.,
and to obtain a favor through his intercession

This past January, the Congregation of
Holy Cross received news from the
postulator for the cause of the
beatification of Father Moreau

Lord Jesus, Source of all that is good, you inspired Basil Moreau
to found the religious family of Holy Cross to continue your
mission among the People of God.

(Dr. Andrea Ambrosi) that the
Medical Commission has given a
favorable and unanimous opinion
on a case of healing possibly due
to the intercession of Venerable Basil
Moreau. This is a major step
for the Venerable Moreau to
be declared Blessed.

May he be for us a model of the apostolic life, an example
of fidelity and an inspiration as we strive to be followers
of Jesus. May the Church be moved to proclaim his saintliness
for the good of all people. Lord Jesus, you said, “Ask and you
shall receive.” I dare to come to you to ask that you hear my
prayer. It is through the intercession of Father Basil Moreau
that I ask…
May I learn to imitate his holiness and service and look to him
confidently in times of need.
Amen
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Holy Cross Village at Notre Dame Expands
~ YEAR BEGINS

▼
An artist’s
sketch
of what
the new
Holy Cross
Village at
Notre Dame
apartments
will look like.

WITH

MAJOR BUILDING PLANS ~

T

he expansion of Holy Cross Village at Notre
Dame is in full swing, and exciting new landmarks are being reached weekly.
Holy Cross Village at Notre Dame will be an active
retirement community adjacent to three institutions of
higher learning – University of Notre Dame, Saint
Mary’s College, and Holy Cross College.
The community will offer maintenance-free living,
abundant opportunities for spiritual, educational, and
intellectual growth, plus the overall benefits
of an intergenerational neighborhood designed to
help keep the mind and body young.

In addition to the new independent living 96-apartment home building, the project calls for Schubert
Villa to be enlarged by 30 suites, for a total of 46
assisted living suites. Also, Dujarie House will add
12 new rooms designed for memory enhancement
services, bringing the total number of nursing rooms
to 48. With these changes, Holy Cross Village at
Notre Dame will become a continuing care retirement
community offering a full continuum of care to all
its residents.
The architect, The Troyer Group, has presented
building plans for the community, and the plans call
for 96 independent living apartment homes. The
beautiful 4-story building will have approximately
140,000 sq. ft. and will offer underground parking as
an option for its residents. Gracious apartment homes
will range in size from 650 sq. ft. to over 1200 square
feet and will offer superb amenities. Residents and
guests will enter from the main doors facing east into
a light-filled, impressive vaulted great room designed
for gathering and entertaining. Just beyond this
space, the lovely formal dining room will be located.
Here, residents will be able to order meals from a
diverse menu. A private dining room will also be
available nearby for private parties and family
functions. For more casual dining, a bistro will be
located off the great hall, offering coffee, pastries and
assorted light menu items.
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The common area on the main floor will offer easy
access to a full fitness center, a creative arts studio
for residents to pursue a variety of activities, and a
barber and beauty shop for convenience. An
additional multi-purpose room will allow residents
and their guests many opportunities for companionship and entertainment. A meditation room and an
on-site chapel will be available to serve the spiritual
needs of the community.
Along with the physical changes to take place at
Holy Cross Village at Notre Dame, a change in
management of the community is also underway.
The Franciscan Sisters of Chicago Service Corporation
(FSCSC), a full-service management organization
of the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago, assumed managerial duties of the community on November 1, 2004.
FSCSC provides management services to senior living
communities in five states including Indiana, Ohio,
Texas, Illinois and Kentucky, and will provide sound
leadership and direction as the community expands
to meet the needs of area seniors.
The marketing team continues to target new residents
throughout the South Bend area with strategic ad
placements in publications such as The South Bend
Tribune and Today’s Catholic. In addition, they are
actively conducting group presentations for those
interested in learning more about Holy Cross Village
at Notre Dame. Early feedback has shown favorable
responses from those in attendance.
A new web site for Holy Cross Village is under development. It is located at www.holycrossvillage.com.
For more detailed information about the expansion of
Holy Cross Village at Notre Dame, please feel free to
call the marketing office at 574-251-3250, or e-mail us
at sgriffin@holycrossvillage.com. A new information center for Holy Cross Village is under construction at 4101 Edison Lakes Parkway, Suite 105,
Mishawaka, Indiana 46545.

Congregation Celebrates Moreau Day

T

oday over 2,000 priests, brothers, and sisters are members of the
family of Holy Cross. This January 21, from Bangladesh to Holy Cross
Village at Notre Dame, Holy Cross priests, brothers, and sisters
celebrated the dream of their founder, Father Basil Anthony Moreau.

The event at Notre Dame rotates each year as a different branch of the
community hosts the celebration. This year the brothers hosted the affair.
Mass was at St. Joseph’s Chapel of Holy Cross Village with the dinner
at Schubert Villa, Holy Cross Village at Notre Dame. A number of
the residents of Holy Cross Village at Notre Dame attended.
St. Joseph
Chapel
and Schubert
Villa during
Moreau Day
Celebration

Father Tom McDermott, C.S.C., celebrant of the Mass, told the
participants that they stand on the shoulders of many Holy Cross
men and women, and it was up to them to carry on the mission
of the founder, Father Moreau.
A combined choir of priests, brothers, sisters, and seminarians was
directed by Brother Daniel Kane, C.S.C., and Barbara Ziliak. Brother
Joseph Fox, C.S.C., coordinated the celebration along with Mr. Steven
Kastner, Executive Director of Holy Cross Village at Notre Dame.
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Brother Linus D’Rozario, C.S.C.

uring the first two
weeks of December
Brother Raymond
Papenfuss, C.S.C., Assistant
Provincial, made the provincial visit to Ghana, West
Africa. During this time he
visited all of the religious in
Ghana to discuss personnel
issues and strategies for the
future of Holy Cross in West
Africa. These discussions are
particularly important
because the District is
considering the possibility
of becoming a province by
the year 2010.

During the visit there was a farewell party for Brother Linus
D’Rozario, C.S.C, who has since returned to Bangladesh.
Brother Linus was working in Ghana for three years at the
Basic Skills Program in Anaji, a few miles from St John’s in
Sekondi. He was in charge of the electrical engineering
department at the school. Brother Linus, an expert on the
construction of solar powered equipment, will be missed
by both his students and the community in Ghana. Brother
Joachim Ratan Gomes, C.S.C., will be coming from
Bangladesh to continue the work started by Brother Linus.
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Brother Raymond also gave a short course on the
Constitutions of Holy Cross to our novices at the Brother
Andre Novitiate, Brafuyaw. On April 2, 2005 four novices
will be making their first vows as Holy Cross Brothers.
They are: Stephen Aidoo, Stephen Arthur, Raymond
Frimpong and David Kpobi.
From March 4-12 a group of Bessette Volunteers led by
Brother Philip Smith, C.S.C., will travel to Ghana for a
week. The Bessette Volunteers were established to support
the various ministries of the Brothers of Holy Cross,
Midwest Province. Four members of the group are in the
Bessette House of Discernment at Notre Dame. They are:
Sean McGowan, Newman Jones, Benjamin Modlin and
Franco Verteramo.
Others going to Ghana for the week are: Carrie Call, of
Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame, IN; she is representing
the Sisters of the Holy Cross and will help determine how
the sisters and brothers will be able to collaborate in the
future; Beverly Price, a film producer; James Alexander the
executive director of Chicago Volunteers; and Andrea
Nagengast, a Notre Dame graduate and photographer who
may become a future volunteer.
College graduates may obtain more information on the
Bessette Volunteers by contacting Brother Philip Smith,
C.S.C., at 574-631-2703 or by e-mail at
psmith@hcc-nd.edu.
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“We all had the same objective: to get a good Catholic education.
For more information on the

Of course, that goal is how the Brothers of Holy Cross

Brothers
made their mark on us.”

of Holy Cross
Frederick H. Evans, III
Cathedral High School, Indianapolis,
Class of 1961
St.Thomas Aquinas Grade School,
Indianapolis
Fisk University
B.A. Business Administration
and Economics, Class of 1969
Eli Lilly and Company, retired

Visit Our Website at:

www.brothersofholycross.com

1961

2005

I

entered Cathedral High School along with about
85% of my male St. Thomas Aquinas classmates.
During the month prior to the start of the school
year, I practiced with the incoming Freshman
Football Team at the old CYO field on West 16th
Street, so when school began, I entered with much
less trepidation because of these old friends and the
new ones from whom I drew support. Additionally,
my parents prepared me well for my new environment. I was well grounded in my faith, had great
respect for my elders, had a healthy amount of selfrespect, and was helped by their example in the
development of my work ethic.

Brothers helped us understand self-discipline,
respect for others, and loyalty to those close to us.
The athletic department offered us many opportunities for fun and hard work – with emphasis on
hard work. The coaches and faculty members
helped instill in us that marvelous school spirit I
still see in today’s Cathedral students.

Two qualities that struck me about Cathedral were
the diversity of her student body and her faculty,
Brothers of Holy Cross. There were students from
every parish in Indianapolis – some were black,
some were of European descent, and some were
poor, while others were from middle income to
wealthy families. We all had the same objective:
to get a good Catholic education. Of course, that
goal is how the Brothers of Holy Cross made their
mark on us. They were wonderful men of education, and they taught us with necessary discipline.
They taught us not to follow the crowd and
reminded us that just because something was written did not necessarily mean it was true. One of
the early books we studied was The Art of
Thinking. Our teachers helped us all to understand
logical thought. Throughout every class, the

My continued good feeling toward Cathedral has
prompted me to join other alums in the formation
of the Cathedral High School Black Alumni Council.
Several of us who graduated during the early 1960’s
came together a few years ago with the cooperation and best wishes of the administration in the
person of Chancellor Father Pat Kelly and President
Steve Helmich. Our goals are to endow a grant for
black students in the name of William Violet,
Cathedral’s first African-American graduate in 1930,
to help our school recruit black students, to assist
the administration in recruiting black faculty and
staff, to participate in tutoring and mentoring black
students, and to support the overall mission of
Cathedral High School diversity. My alma mater
has done much for me and my desire is to give
back as a way of saying thank you.

Cathedral prepared me very well for college by
helping me pursue life with an abundance of confidence and intellectual tools that helped me deal
with the many challenges I faced in college and in
my 30-year career with Eli Lily and Company.

An ad re-printed with the permission of Cathedral High School, which they placed in the Indianapolis archdiocesan newspaper,
The Criterion, Friday, December 3, 2004.

6 Brothers March 2005

Yes, I would like
to help the

of Holy Cross
Webster defines service as “work done
for and benefit conferred on another”.
I experienced unique service several
weeks ago. My wife noticed what
appeared to be a substantial amount of
oil on the garage floor of our new home.

Wow! Obviously, it’s an experience I’ll
remember always and will tell others
about for years to come. That company
now has a customer for life because they
put service and concern for others at the
top of their priority list.

I had just had an oil change so I immediately called the garage where the work
was done and was told they were closed
but to call back the next day. I was
leaving early the next morning on a
business trip and couldn’t wait.

The Brothers of Holy Cross are very
much like that second service station.
They have served in the United States
for 164 years and are still “in business”
because they have always put service
and concern for others above all else.
Also for many years, like the second
service station, they did not accept payment for their services. But unlike the
service station, the Brothers’ “customers”
didn’t come back. The job was completed at graduation.

So, I called another service station where
I had never done business and was told
that they were also closed but to bring
the car in. The problem was a faulty oil
filter. They replaced the defective filter,
cleaned off the engine and replenished
the oil. They did not charge for this
service nor would the attendant accept a
tip. Further, I was given discount
coupons for my next oil change.

The “customers” didn’t come back to the
classroom but the Brothers’ free gift of
educating the heart as well as the mind
returns often in the form of generosity to

Remember

the Brothers and others in their times of
need. Generosity comes in many forms:
time, intellect, prayer, talent, financial
resources and many others.
John M. Templeton, MD, President of the
John Templeton Foundation, said “…the
challenge for us is to be stewards in our
giving—to give in a way that empowers
and uplifts the recipient so that what we
give is not so much a handout as a
hand-up. As a test of your giving, you
will know that the cycle is complete
when you find that the recipient of your
gift becomes a giver in turn.”
The Brothers of Holy Cross are “givers.”
Their generosity is to make life better for
others in ways that elevate their dignity
and self-respect. You are the recipients
of the Brothers’ generosity. May they be
the recipients of yours?

Our Deceased Brothers in your Prayers
Since our last newsletter seven brothers have died.
They served over 419 years as vowed religious.

Brother Eligius (Wallace) Ruscik, C.S.C , 89
died October 17, 2004
69 years a vowed religious

Brother Charles Edward Hill, C.S.C., 82
died October 23, 2004
56 years a vowed religious

Brother Evan (Robert) Schmid, C.S.C., 84
died December 21, 2004
63 years a vowed religious

Brother Donald (Robert) Johnroe, C.S.C. , 83
died October 22, 2004
59 years a vowed religious

Brother Flavius (James) Ellison, C.S.C., 77
died October 26, 2004
58 years a vowed religious

Brother Sigismund (Eugene) Danielski, C.S.C., 91
died December 29, 2004
71 years a vowed religious
Brother Thomas Francis Balaz, C.S.C., 72
died January 2, 2005
43 years a vowed religious

In Christ all will come to life again. (1 Cor. 15:22)
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