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message from…
the Provincial

Dear Friend of Holy Cross,

This edition of BROTHERS features men 
celebrating their 40th, 50th, and 60th 
anniversary year of first professing vows as 
a Brother of Holy Cross. We celebrate with 
them their faith-filled commitment to the 
Congregation of Holy Cross, the Church, 
and the broader society within which they 
witness and minister.

The founder of the Congregation of Holy 
Cross, Blessed Basil Moreau, in one of his 
communal mediations wrote the following: 
“We are committed by our vocation to 

extend the reign of Jesus Christ in the hearts of all people.”  
(1855 Exercises, Meditations for the feast of the Patronage of St. Joseph.)

As you read the short bio-statements of these brothers, one gains an 
appreciation for how each has lived a life of service, helping out where 
needed, and going wherever assigned. As a result, our Jubilarians have 
been missionaries, teachers, administrators, social workers, maintenance 
workers, coaches, business personnel, counselors, formation staff, 
community superiors, and Congregational leaders.

In this newsletter are ten different life-stories, with each Jubilarian 
describing how he responded to the Lord’s invitation to “come, follow 
me.” Regardless of the age of our Brothers or how many years of religious 
life being celebrated, our Jubilarians, even to this day, identify the joy and 
meaningfulness found in responding to the Lord’s call by living a life  
of service. 

Please join with me in celebrating the anniversaries of these men who said 
“yes” to a vocation as a Brother of Holy Cross and, having made such a 
commitment to religious life, are extending the reign of Jesus in the lives 
and hearts of those with whom they minister. As stated by one of our 
Jubilarians, “Thanks be to God! Praise God!”

May St. Joseph, Patron of the Brothers, and his disciple, St. André 
Bessette, pray for us.

In Holy Cross,

Brother Chester Freel, C.S.C. 
Provincial Superior

Brother Chester Freel, C.S.C.,  
Provincial Superior
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Ten Brothers Of Holy Cross

Mark Jubilee Anniversaries
Ten Brothers of Holy Cross will celebrate their jubilee 
anniversaries on Saturday, June 17, 2017, with a Mass of 
Thanksgiving at the Basilica of the Sacred Heart on the 
campus of the University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, 
Indiana. Celebrating will be six brothers with 60 years of 
religious profession, three with 50 years and one with  
forty years. 

Five of these brothers reside in the Notre Dame/northern 
Indiana area, one in Ghana, West Africa, one in Peru, and 
one in Portland, Oregon.

Brother Chester Freel, C.S.C., Provincial of the Midwest 
Province of the Brothers of Holy Cross, will accept the 
brothers’ renewal of vows. Brother Daniel Kane, C.S.C., of 
Gates Mills, Ohio will be the musical director and organist. 
Most Rev. Arthur J. Colgan, C.S.C., Auxiliary Bishop of the 
Diocese of Chosica, Peru, will be the celebrant.

A dinner will follow the mass, in the South Dining Hall, for 
invited guests. Brother Joseph Fox, C.S.C., of Holy Cross 
Village, Notre Dame, IN is coordinating the event.

Remembering our Deceased 
Brother in Your Prayers
Brother James (Joseph) Kumba, C.S.C., 89 
died May 17, 2017 
57 years a vowed religious

In Christ We Will
Come to Life Again

1 Cor: 15:22

“We are committed 

by our vocation to 

extend the reign of 

Jesus Christ in the 

hearts of all people.”
1855 Exercises, Meditations for the  
feast of the Patronage of St. Joseph
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60-Year Jubilarians
Brother Kenneth Allen, C.S.C.

Brother Kenneth Allen was born to 
Robert and Rita Allen on July 5, 1935, 
in Green Bay, Wisconsin. He was the 
second of three in a family of two 
boys and one girl. He graduated from 
St. Phillips Elementary School and 
Central Catholic High School, both in 

Green Bay, Wisconsin. He led a very active life working 
on the family mink farm, becoming certified as a Water 
Safety instructor, a Red Cross instructor and a member 
of the Senior Ski Patrol.

He entered the Juniorate November 13, 1955. At the 
time Kenneth entered the community there were farm 
operations at Sacred Heart College in Watertown, 
Wisconsin, Silver Lake Farm, Rolling Prairie, Indiana, 
and the largest farm, St. Joseph Farm, Granger, Indiana.

After his novitiate year Brother Kenneth remained at 
Silver Lake Farm for two years. For the next 13 years he 
was a mechanic and farmer at St. Joseph Farm, Granger, 
Indiana, about seven miles from Notre Dame. In 1956, 
the Brothers divided up into three provinces and so, 
early in his religious life, Brother Kenneth found himself 
working for the Southwest Province.

For the next 21 years Brother Kenneth did maintenance 
at three different novitiates the congregation operated. 
From 1973–1979 he worked in Bennington, Vermont; 
the next novitiate was in Waterford, New York, and the 
third in Cascade, Colorado, where Brother Kenneth 
served from 1980–1994.

Since 1994 Brother Kenneth has been at the University 
of Portland. Brother Ken is an avid outdoorsman and 
Portland is the perfect spot for him. Even though he 
lives out west , he remains an avid Green Bay Packer fan.

He is a cyclist, skier, canoeist and a volunteer member 
of the ski patrol at Mt. Hood. Brother Ken is in charge 
of maintenance of the Holy Cross Courts residence for 
priests and brothers who staff the University of Portland. 
He lives in a Holy Cross Courts apartment.

Brother Michael Becker, C.S.C.

Brother Michael Becker is one of 
our Brothers of Holy Cross who has 
preferred to avoid the limelight and live 
his life in the service of others. Brother 
Michael said, “I have no degrees and 
no awards—I just enjoy living a hidden 
life like St. Joseph in service to my 

Brothers in community.” It is clerical work by Brother 
Michael and others like him that keeps the Community 
running.

Michael Becker was born in Huntington, Indiana, 
March 22, 1937. He is a graduate of Cathedral High 
School in Indianapolis, Indiana. He entered the 
juniorate on September 10,1955. Following his novitiate 
year he went to study at St. Edward’s University 
for a year and a half. His first assignments were for 
seven months in 1958 to St. Charles Boys Home in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and another seven months at 
Archbishop Hoban High School, Akron, Ohio. After 
these two short assignments, Brother Michael spent 
the next nine years at Sacred Heart Military Academy 
in Watertown, Wisconsin. When the academy moved 
to the former novitiate site in Rolling Prairie, Indiana, 
he spent a year there. While at Sacred Heart Military 
Academy, Brother Michael ran the laundry for the cadets 
and Brothers.

For the next 38 years Brother Michael’s focus has been 
on clerical work in various Community offices. From 
1969–1982 he worked in the offices of Boysville of 
Michigan, Clinton, Michigan. For three years he was the 
superior of the Brothers’ community there.

Following his 13 years at Boysville, Brother Michael 
took a year off to study at Lebh Shomea House of 
Prayer in Sarita, Texas. From 1983 up to the present day 
Brother Michael has been in the Provincial Business 
Office at Notre Dame, Indiana, where he fulfills many 
duties. 
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Brother Edward Dailey, C.S.C.
My 60 years in Holy Cross has been 
a journey filled with challenges, 
wonderful blessings, and countless 
grace-filled moments. One of 
the greatest blessings is a deeper 
understanding and appreciation of our 
international charism and mission to 

people in those countries where we are called to serve. 

When I made my first profession in 1957 I had no idea 
what the Lord was going to ask of me. He first called 
me to serve for thirteen years as a teacher and school 
administrator in two West African countries (Ghana  
and Liberia).

After a short period of time teaching at St. Edward 
High School in Lakewood, Ohio, and working with the 
administration of the Midwest Province, I was called 
by the Lord to serve for twenty-four years as the general 
secretary of the Congregation of Holy Cross in Rome, 
Italy. It was during this time I had the special privilege 
of assisting with the beatification of our founder, Blessed 
Basil Moreau, in Le Mans (France), the canonization of 
Brother Andre Bessette at the Vatican, and the opening 
of the cause for beatification of the Most Rev. Vincent 
McCauley, C.S.C., in Fort Portal, Uganda. 

During the past eight years while working in Rome, I 
went to Bangladesh as a teacher in an intensive English 
course for young religious from different communities 
ministering in that country. I expect soon to return 
to Bangladesh for a longer period of time to assist our 
young aspirants to develop their skills in the English 
language.

Bro. William Mewes, C.S.C.
I was born in St. Louis, Missouri, in 
1933. A year later my family moved to 
Houston, Texas. I started grade school 
in San Antonio before we moved back 
to Houston. After World War II we 
moved to Pierron, Illinois, so my dad 
could take over the Wm. F. Mewes and 

Co. store after my dad’s brother died.

I went to Campion Jesuit High School, a boarding 
school, in Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. I graduated in 
1951. After high school I had several jobs such as being 
a lifeguard, an apple picker, a store clerk, and a laborer 
for the United States Air Force. Then I joined the U. S. 

Navy for two and a half years. While serving in Japan, I 
made up my mind to become a Brother. After a period 
of time I chose the Brothers of Holy Cross and entered 
the juniorate in Wisconsin in October 1955. After the 
novitiate, I entered Notre Dame University for my BA 
and graduated in 1960; I received my masters degree in 
theology in 1965.

I taught high school for 10 years in Monroe (Michigan), 
South Bend (Indiana), Lakewood (Ohio), and Louisville 
(Kentucky). Next I went into psychiatric social work for 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky. During those seven 
years, I worked in children’s treatment service and also 
at La Grange State Prison. I received a masters degree 
in Social Work. In January 1978, I became a high 
school social worker at Holy Trinity High School. Later 
that year I became the executive secretary of the Social 
Justice Commission for the Midwest Province. In 1982 
I became the director of the Indiana nuclear weapons 
freeze campaign. After three years I returned to Notre 
Dame for a year of updating in theology before going to 
Ghana, West Africa, where I taught at a major seminary 
for two and a half years before doing formation work 
with potential Brother candidates.

Returning to the United States I worked for Catholic 
Social Services of Miami, Florida, (out of the Fort 
Lauderdale office covering Broward County) as a parish 
social ministry consultant. After two years that position 
was cut. I then spent four years at Saint Edward’s parish 
in Richmond, Virginia. After that position was cut, I 
moved to Annunciation parish in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. I retired from there.

In retirement, I have done various volunteer jobs with 
Holy Cross College, Meals on Wheels, and teaching 
courses on prayer. 

The seed for my vocation was probably planted by Sister 
Ronalda, OSF, in the seventh grade. She called me up 
after class one day and said that I could be a priest. I 
thought about that a lot in high school but never moved 
on it. After high school I forgot about a priestly vocation 
as work and fun took over my mind. In the Navy one 
has a lot of time to think, and being a brother became 
more and more important until I finally decided to 
follow that path.

One year in Louisville, Kentucky, the question arose 
three times regarding whether I should remain a Brother 
or leave Holy Cross. Each time the answer was the same: 
that for me being a Brother in Holy Cross was the best 
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way for me to serve God, my neighbor, and myself. For 
me, this has been the best way.

It has been a wonderful 60 years. Yes, there were rough 
spots, but still it’s been a wonderful 60 years. Thanks be 
to God! Praise God!

Brother Gerald Nettesheim
was born in Waukesha, Wisconsin, 
November 17, 1935. He entered 
Holy Cross, going to the juniorate in 
Watertown, Wisconsin, September 24, 
1955, then to the novitiate at Rolling 
Prairie, Indiana, making first vows 
there on January 26, 1957. Following 

the novitiate he spent a year and a half as a scholastic at 
Dujarie Hall, Notre Dame, Indiana. In June of 1958 he 
was assigned to Father Gibault School for Boys at Terre 
Haute, Indiana. He worked there for eight years in a 
variety of roles. In 1966 he was assigned to Boysville 
of Michigan (now Holy Cross Children’s Services) and 
worked there for 43 years. Since May 2009 he has been a 
resident of Columba Hall at Notre Dame.

Brother Gerald spent 51 years of 60 years as a Holy 
Cross Brother in the service of troubled youth either 
in direct care or support services. The many years of 
working closely with the troubled youth of our society 
was very special. “I just hope that my presence and 
witness to these young men made a difference in their 
lives and that they are now living productive and 
successful lives.”

“Presently, I am a resident of Columba Hall. I sort 
the mail for our Brothers Monday through Saturday 
and distribute laundry from the University laundry to 
the Brothers once a week. As you can see my role has 
changed, but it is no less fulfilling and rewarding.”

“I thank God daily for these 60 years as a member of the 
family of Holy Cross. I made the right decision when I 
chose this life.”

Brother Larry Stewart
I’m one of the many Lakewood St. 
Edward graduates who joined Holy 
Cross in 1955 after spending all four 
years at the brand new school. I studied 
at Notre Dame after the novitiate and 
earned my B.S. (in Pre-Med) in 1960 
and was selected to study for a M.S. in 

Virology. The next year I went to Ghana where I spent 

ten memorable years teaching at St. John’s College in 
Sekondi. When I returned to the United States, I was 
awarded an NSF scholarship and began study for a 
Ph.D. (1977) in physiology at the University of Texas 
in Austin. I also earned another degree in exercise 
physiology at Ball State University. 

My teaching career has included positions at Holy 
Cross Junior College, Saint Mary’s College, Ball 
State University, Our Lady of Holy Cross College, 
Tulane School of Tropical Medicine, and St. Edward’s 
University. In 2007, I was asked to assume the job of 
province archivist. Since I never learned the lesson as 
a professor that if I did not assign exams or research 
papers, I wouldn’t have to grade them, I began serving 
as the archivist and practicing the lesson our parents 
used to drill in us … “there’s a place for everything and 
everything has its place!”

I’ve been fortunate to participate in marathon runs and 
many long-distance bike rides, using my jubilee stipend 
in 1997 and 2007 to pedal across the country with the 
Wandering Wheels organization. They no longer offer 
that tour so I will join the Trail Notre Dame Pilgrims this 
August to retrace the 1842 journey of the Notre Dame 
founders (six Holy Cross Brothers and Father Sorin), 
celebrating this 175th anniversary by hiking in their 
footsteps from Vincennes northward to Notre Dame. 

I’ve been blessed in my years in Holy Cross to be 
influenced by, admire, and emulate many Holy Cross 
people, my family, relatives, and others who have 
had a marked effect on my life, especially: the leaders 
[Donatus, Kieran, Rex, Phil Armstrong]; the visionaries 
[William Geenen, Charles Krupp]; the master teachers 
[Raphael, Jerome Chandler, Donard]; the community 
organizers [Joseph Fox, Tom Moser]; the recruiters 
[Charles Krupp, William Gates]; the maintenance genius 
[Richie Weber]; the contagious humorists [Donnie 
Mac, Michael Brickman]; the physical fitness innovators 
[Tom McCullough, Wilbert, Jim Reddy]; the cheerful 
givers [Aunt Mary, Roy Smith, Sr. Ruth Nickerson]; the 
creative craftsmen [Richie Weber, Uncle Ed, my brother 
Steve]; the helpers of the needy [Gonzaga, Chris Dreyer, 
Sr. Clarita Borque]; the admirable cancer sufferers [my 
brother Ken, Tom Balaz, Jim Reddy, saintly Brenda 
Lege]; and especially our exemplary parents, [we Stewart 
boys emulated Dad’s multi-maintenance talents, and 
Karen followed Mom as a care-giving nurse]. I sincerely 
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thank all of you and those un-named for your example, 
prayers and contributions to other people’s lives. 

50-Year Jubilarians
Brother Shaun Gray, C.S.C.
My journey to celebrate 50 years as a 
Holy Cross Brother began 60 years ago 
when I was 10 years old. My parents, 
my sister, my brother, and I lived at 
Oconomowoc Lake, in Waukesha 
County, Wisconsin. My siblings and I 
attended St. Jerome’s Grade School. My 

father was curious about a new school that had recently 
opened in Watertown, Wisconsin. It was called Sacred 
Heart Military Academy, operated by the Brothers 
of Holy Cross from Notre Dame, Indiana, for grades 
5–8. After checking it out and being pleased about its 
program, my parents enrolled my brother and me. Since 
it was only 12 miles from Oconomowoc it was quite a 
convenient trip. It was a fateful day when my father took 
me by the hand and we walked up the stairs and entered 
the front door. Although we were unaware, this venture 
would have a major impact on my life. It was during the 
time I spent at SHMA that the Holy Spirit inspired me 
to consider becoming a Holy Cross Brother.

After Watertown, I attended and graduated from 
Catholic Memorial High School in Waukesha, WI, in 
1965. All this time I knew I wanted to become a Holy 
Cross Brother. I entered the Community on my 18th 
birthday. During my time as a scholastic, Sacred Heart 
Military Academy moved from Watertown to Rolling 
Prairie, IN, and was renamed Le Mans Academy. When 
I took my vows in 1967, Divine intervention happened 
again. I was given a temporary assignment to Le Mans 
Academy. This lasted for 35 years until 2003 when the 
school closed.

At Le Mans Academy I began my duties as Residential 
Supervisor, Athletic Director, and Activities Director. 
After that, I was promoted to Commandant of Cadets 
where I ran the military program and residential life. 
I have travelled many times to Mexico to meet with 
alumni and recruit new students. As a downhill skier, 
I organized and ran annual western ski trips for 50 
students. Also, my extensive model railroad designs 
offered the cadets many hours of fun. And, as a school 
bus driver, I took the cadets on many adventures to 
many States.

In 2004 the Hand of God directed me to St. Stanislaus 
Kostka Parish in Michigan City, Indiana, only 20 
minutes from Rolling Prairie. As a pastoral associate, I 
direct and participate in many religious events. I have 
learned the skill of making polish sausage. My team 
comes in and we make 1300 pounds of kielbasa for 
Christmas and another 1300 pounds for Easter. And 
I still drive the school bus and take the students from 
Marquette Catholic High School to sporting events. 
Most recently, I set up the St. Stanislaus of Michigan 
City Farmers’ Market across from the church.

Just a note of interest, I am the only vocation from 
Sacred Heart Military Academy/LeMans Academy and 
the only Brother Shaun in the Holy Cross Community!

On June 17, I will renew my vows and celebrate my 
50th anniversary with my sister Caron and my brother 
Michael along with other family and friends. I am 
looking forward to another 50 years of action and 
accomplishments.

Brother John Tryon, C.S.C.
Brother John was in the last group of 
postulants to begin religious life in 
Holy Cross at Sacred Heart Juniorate 
in Watertown, Wisconsin, and he was 
in the second-to-last class of novices at 
St. Joseph Novitiate in Rolling Prairie, 
Indiana.

His ministry has included teaching English and 
theology, and serving as counselor and campus minister 
at both Midwest Province and diocesan schools in 
Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan. He also taught 
composition and literature at Robert Morris College in 
Chicago and Holy Cross College at Notre Dame. In 
addition to teaching, he served as development director 
at Holy Trinity High School; director of the Public 
Service Institute at City Colleges of Chicago; director 
of the Indiana Training Institute, vice-president for 
institutional advancement at Family & Children’s Center 
in Mishawaka, Indiana; and director of vocations and 
the Associates of Holy Cross for the Midwest Province of 
Brothers.

He currently ministers in Peru where he is assistant 
director of novices at the Holy Cross Novitiate for 
Latin America, and he is co-coordinator of the College 
Volunteer Program, which hosts college and university 
students who perform volunteer service in various Holy 
Cross apostolates in San Juan Lurigancho, in Lima.
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Brother John recently wrote from Peru: I wander in 
a circle. Fifty years ago I was in the novitiate; and here 
I am again. I guess the first time just didn’t take. Then 
again, according to The Constitutions of the Congregation 
of Holy Cross, we are constantly in formation . . . [and] 
transformation. 

What an undeserved gift Holy Cross is for me. I am often 
humbled and awed when I am gathered with such loving, 
gifted givers—my brothers. Again, I draw from our 
constitutions, which echo the experience of my (our) call: 
“The footsteps of those men who called us to walk in their 
company left deep prints, as of men carrying heavy burdens. 
But they did not trudge; they strode. For, they had the hope. 
It is the Lord Jesus calling us. ‘Come. Follow me.’” 

Doy gracias y alabanza a Dios.

Brother Joseph Kofi Tsiquaye, 
C.S.C.
Jubilee is a time to recall and give 
thanks to the Most Blessed Trinity 
who has closely accompanied me 
through these past fifty years.

My rich ministerial experiences 
started during my University days. I 

would spend the summer breaks with the Brothers at 
St. Patrick’s High School, Monrovia, Liberia, teaching 
one six-week period each time. Upon graduating from 
University of Cape Coast, for two years, I joined the 
faculty at St. Augustine’s College, Cape Coast.

Later, I was assigned to teach at St. John’s School, 
Sekondi, and also to take care of the Candidacy Program 
at St. Joseph Hall.

After a sabbatical in the USA in 1977, I returned 
to Ghana and to a ministerial change. I was elected 
District Superior, and I assumed new ministry in the 
Catholic Diocese of Sunyani. For thirteen years I served 
in various capacities, including the Diocesan Director 
for Laity Spirituality Formation, the Coordinator for 
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, and teaching at the 
Diocesan Minor Seminary.

After serving as District Superior, I joined the Holy 
Cross Novitiate Staff in Uganda for two years. I then 
studied Formative Spirituality and returned to Uganda. 
I re-opened the Ghana Novitiate Program in 1999, the 
year I graduated from Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, 
PA. In December 2000. before I could settle down, the 

Superior General invited me to serve on the General 
Council in Rome. For the next ten years I was first the 
Councilor responsible for Congregational Planning and 
Structures. Later, I became the Councilor responsible for 
Formation. In Ghana, I assist in the formation ministry.

I am eternally grateful to one and all for contributing to 
whom I have become at this stage in my life. God richly 
bless you all.

40-Year Jubilarian
Dennis J. Bednarz, C.S.C.
Holy Cross has been a part of my life 
from my beginning. The eldest son 
of Frank and Mattie Bednarz, I was 
born on the north side of Chicago in 
Holy Trinity parish. Along with my 
younger sister, Debbi, I attended Holy 
Trinity Elementary School where I 

first met the Holy Cross priests who served our parish. 
Parish outings to the University of Notre Dame were a 
common occurrence during my middle school years.

During my high school years, I became acquainted with 
the Brothers of Holy Cross at Holy Trinity High School. 
The Brothers seemed to enjoy their work and life. The 
study of history had always fascinated me, and I decided 
to major in history. But what could I do with a history 
degree? Since the Brothers were teachers, I decided to 
explore religious life as a Brother. After two years in 
college, I went to the novitiate in Bennington, Vermont. 
I then completed my undergraduate work graduating 
Phi Beta Kappa from Notre Dame. After five summers 
of graduate study, I earned a master’s degree at Indiana 
University in Bloomington.

Father Moreau’s educational philosophy stresses 
education of the total person: heart, mind, and body. 
My daily spiritual reflections keep me grounded in 
what really matters in life. My career as an educator – 
especially teaching AP U.S. History – enriches my mind. 
Coaching baseball for the past 35 years has filled out the 
balance in my life.

Over the years, I have been blessed to teach in five 
schools in the Midwest Province. All of them were just 
like home. I have learned so much from my family, 
my colleagues, and from my students. Holy Cross has 
indeed been a common thread throughout my life’s 
journey. 
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