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‘Working brothers’ were the salt of community life

The founder of Holy Cross, Blessed 
Basil Moreau, was enamored with 
the monastic life—a form of religious 
community whose members are 
distinctly equipped to handle any of the 
tasks needed to make the community 
self-sufficient. 

And so, from the early 1800s, men 
were recruited for the Brothers of Holy 
Cross who brought to the community a 
multitude of gifts—the salt. Among the 

six brothers who traveled with Father 
Sorin to South Bend, Ind., in 1842 
were Brother Lawrence, a farmer and 
business manager, Brother Gaitan, a 
cook and tailor, and Brother Xavier, a 
carpenter and undertaker.

As Holy Cross in the States 
attracted more and more vocations to 
the brothers, many of the men were 
called, not to teach, but to provide 
the many ancillary services assuring 

Continued on page 3

In a Nov. 22, 1923, Circular Letter, the Rev. Charles O’Donnell, CSC, provincial, 
announced to the Congregation of Holy Cross that Brother Columba O’Neill, the 
shoemaker and Miracle Man of Notre Dame, had died. He praised the working 
brothers as having

“…an integral place in our life and work. This 
would not be so if there were not a class of men to 
whom this life should make its appeal. Who we are moved to ask, is to take the place 
of the men of this type, the grand old type of working brother in our community. They 
have been the salt of our community life. There is not one of us but knows this and is 
happy to recognize it on our knees. When all our philosophy comes to an end about 
the relative importance of our various religious activities, we can take off our hat to 
the splendor of a life that realizes in actual practice  
our finest theories of religious service.” 

By: Brother Philip R. Smith, CSC, Ed.D.
Province Archivist

Brother Paul Rosonke, Maintenance  
Holy Cross High School, River Grove, IL



By Brother Ken Haders, CSC, Provincial

M y first encounter with the Brothers of Holy 
Cross was as a student at St. Edward High 
School in Lakewood, Ohio. There were lots of 
brothers at the school, and I was impressed by 
the breadth of talent among the brothers who 

taught different subjects, ran different clubs, and seemed 
to be doing anything and everything that needed to be 
done at the school. I learned how to strip and wax a floor 
from Brother Robert Siegel, my band director, who later 
became our principal. I remember seeing Brother Neil, who 
seemed ancient at the time, changing light bulbs all over the 
school, and was later impressed when I learned he had been 
a missionary, a physics teacher and a school administrator. 
And Brother Leo seemed to know everything about 
maintaining the building, but he was my favorite theology 
teacher and the moderator of the stage crew I had joined. 
The brothers were such a diverse group whose combined 
efforts provided an outstanding education, maintained 
the building and grounds, and successfully managed and 
inspired over 1,700 boys. 

In Brother Philip’s article we are reminded of what some 
called the working brothers, the brothers who may not 
have had a college degree, but who were exemplary brothers 
who did so many things as individuals, or as part of a team, 
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Legacy of ‘working brothers’ was to grow and sustain ministries 
that helped all kinds of 
people and just made 
things work. Work 
needed to be done, 
youth needed to be 
cared for and educated, 
food needed to be grown 
and cooked, books 
needed to be published, 
and sometimes there 
was work that earned 
money to support the 
Holy Cross brothers 
and priests and their 
ministries. (Did you know that the post office at Notre 
Dame was staffed by the brothers for over a century?) All 
were Holy Cross brothers, living an active life of work 
and prayer, guided by the vows of poverty, celibacy and 
obedience.

In my time as a brother, I have learned that most of us 
could be called “working brothers” because we have done what 
was needed to grow and sustain our life and our ministries. I 
love hearing the stories of the early days in our schools when 
the brothers taught all day, moderated cocurriculars, prepared 
their classes, graded papers, and then went to do what they 
could to maintain the building or the grounds. And many of 
the first teachers hired in our schools did the same, whether 
to supplement their meager salaries or to just do their part to 
help support the ministry they had joined.

Today, there are few brothers in active ministry, but the 
tradition of the working brother continues with many who 
have taken up the responsibility to continue to be Holy 
Cross educators – not only being tremendous specialists in 
their field of study, but in doing so much more to support 
the ministry that is now theirs in every way. I am grateful 
to them and to those who support the brothers through 
generous giving. Being a Holy Cross educator is a lot of 
work, and the teachers and administrators of today are 
generous in their contribution. Those who contribute 
financially to the brothers are also generous and contribute 
to the quality of life of those brothers whose legacy we still 
share with you.

Thank you for being generous! Know that you are in our 
prayers on a daily basis.

Brother Flavius Ellison
Director of Corvilla House

Brother Ken Haders, CSC
Provincial, Midwest Province



Cross foundations within a radius 
of 100 miles of Notre Dame. There 
were Brothers like Nilus, who was a 
legend among the Indiana Amish for 
producing some of the finest breeding 
bulls in Indiana. Also, Brothers Sixtus 
and Florian, who ran highly efficient 
farms where men like Brother Paulinus 
became famous for his apple orchards.

In 1945, the Brothers began opening 
more and more high schools. Along 
with the many teaching brothers 
assigned to these schools, working 
brothers were needed to cook, 
to maintain the buildings and to 
manicure the property. There were 
famous cooks like Brothers Leonard 
Siwierka, Amadeus Conner and 
Richard Keller. These men fed more 
than just the brothers—they were the 
essence of hospitality who always had 
an extra cookie for a student worker 
or a drop-in for dinner. There were 
maintenance directors too: Brother 
John Schuszler at Holy Trinity High 
School in Chicago, who cared for a 
school building nearly 100 years old; 
Brother Paul Rosonke, an inventor, 
who at Holy Cross High School in 
River Grove built whatever he could 
not buy; and Brother Richard Weber at 
Holy Cross College, who was a master 
at anything he laid his hands to, from 

that the entire community was able to 
do all for the glory of God. Men in the 
1860s like Brother Philip Neri, who 
as landscaper, laid out the campus of 
the University of Notre Dame as “a 
bit of Renaissance Paris in Indiana.” 
Brother Charles Borromeo, a master 

architect who, without any professional 
schooling, planned and built over 
twenty buildings on the campus, 
including the Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart and the main building.  

At the time of Brother Columba’s 
death in the early 1920s, the brothers 
included Civil War veterans who 
became beekeepers like Brother John 
Chrysostom; and Brother Neil, the 
lamplighter; and the butcher, Brother 
Eustachius. There was also Brother 
Basil, the organist at the Basilica for 
nearly 50 years, and baker Brother 
Willibrord, famous for his “Brother 
Buns.”

In the 1940s, farming the land and 
animal husbandry flourished among 
the brothers. There were farms on 
the Notre Dame campus, in Granger, 
Ind., and at the novitiate—Silver Lake 
Farm in Rolling Prairie, Ind. Many 
brothers worked the land and bred 
the animals that supplied meat and 
eggs and grew the produce for all Holy 
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Continued from page 1

plumbing to building an airplane.
There were also the brothers who 

cared for neglected and troubled 
delinquents—Brothers Gregoire Bleau, 
Warren Shea, Flavius Ellison, among 
others. None of these brothers had 
professional degrees in social work nor 
child psychology. What they brought 
to their ministry was a desire to build 
healthy relationships with boys who had 
been tossed aside by family and society. 

There are so many brothers 
who served in a vast array of other 
nonteaching capacities that they 
cannot be properly hallmarked in this 
short article: photographers, public 
relations directors for dioceses, linotype 
and pressmen at the Ave Maria Press, 
mechanics and brothers like Cosmas, 
who for over 50 years made sure there 
were candles to light at the Notre 
Dame Grotto. 

As the salt —as the agents who 
supplied the tang, if you will, for the 
total community operation—these 
working brothers were like that first 
nonteacher, Saint Joseph. The vast 
majority of them led lives behind the 
scenes—silent lives that spoke loudly 
and eloquently of their unflinching 
vocations of dedicated service to Holy 
Cross and the Church.

Brother Martinus Bombardier,  
Photographer

Brother John Chrysostom Will
Civil War Vet and Beekeeper

Brother Amadeus Connor 
Cook, St. Edward High School



 

Annual Report
July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021

letter-writers share personal reasons for wanting to give to 
the Brothers of Holy Cross. 

While I was at St. Charles Boys Home in Milwaukee, two 
of my mentors were Brothers Gregoire Bleau and Warren 
Shea. They had no formal degrees but they were indeed 
very effective with our students, although opposites in their 
approach. Brother Gregoire was built with full shoulders, 
a hockey-player-type of guy with a booming voice. When 
Brother Gregoire called a player on the football field at 50 
yards away, it felt to the student as if he were only six yards 
away. Brother Warren was medium-build with a soft voice. 
Brother Gregoire communicated with the guys and talked 
to the older boys. Brother Warren used his interests in arts, 
crafts, go karts and costumes, and his desk showed it. I could 
say as Jim Chason (page 9) said—I benefitted from the 
example and sacrifice of Brothers Warren and Gregoire.

For all of the brothers, I say thank you for your example, 
sacrifice and steadfast generosity.

As I read the 
articles by 
Brothers Philip 
Smith and Ken 
Haders, two 

words that kept coming to 
mind about our donors and the 
brothers they mentioned were 
steadfast and generous.

You, our donors, have been 
very loyal and reliable over many 
years. Brother John McMuldren 
has spoken on the phone to many of you, expressing our 
appreciation of your giving and learning more of what your 
personal reasons and stories are that encouraged you to 
support the Brothers of Holy Cross.

Two letters included in this issue give voice as to why 
these former students express gratitude. In them, the 

Steadfast and generous donors give for personal reasons
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Anchors of Hope Society
These are donors who have included the Brothers in their estate plans.  
†Deceased, yet the legacy of these donors continues through their estate gifts.

†Mr. Donald Hirz
Craig & Lisa Horvath
†Josephine A. Houser
David & Jacqueline Huber
†Ms. Anne Jordanich
†Rev. Msgr. Richard Kavanagh
†Frank Kern
†Jennifer Kline
†Richard Lamanna
Brian & MacKenzie Ledley

Anne Lyons
†John McGinty
†Dennis McIntyre
Ruth Ann Miller
Thomas & †Carol Mylod
†Dorothy Nicholson
†Rev. Paul Nomellini
Hugh O’Donnell
Florence Olszowka
†Joseph Quill

†James Ramagli
†Therese Rohan
Barbara Saggau
†Mary Sharp
†John Stefanski
†Rev. Daniel Sullivan
Michael & Judy Thomas
†Joan Toeppe
William Tomaszewski
†Paul Trueblood

Brother Roy Smith, CSC

Brother Roy Smith, CSC,   
Director of Development, Midwest Province

John & Diane Barrett
†Richard Baumann
Thomas Brenner
†Rev. Msgr. Anthony Brown
†Richard Bugher
Dr. Cheser Caster & Dr. Doug Fish
†Don & Peg Claeys
†James Haight
James & Mary Hesburgh
Richard & Charlene Hesse



 

Columba Hall Society Members
Persons who gave between $200 and $4,999 to the Annual Appeal

Jerome & Celia Chandler
Kenneth Chappuis & Mary Shortall
Erick & Christine Christensen
Leo & Andrea Ciesielski
Taine Conboy
Peter & Kathi Conley
Thomas & Graciela Conley
Terrence Connolly
Thomas & Melinda Coomes
Stephen & Katherine Coonan
William & Diane Corbett
Fred & Judith Corbin
Joseph & Patricia Corcoran
Michael Coudriet
Henry & Mary Lou Coussens
Richard & Emma Jean Couture
Thomas & Kathryn Couvreur
John & Judith Covert-Sisung
Rosemary Crowe
John Culhane
Richard & Betty Darko
Dr. Elizabeth Davies
John Davis
Craig & Kelly Dean
Donald & Joyce Deany
William & Mary Lou Deeg
Dennis & Dora Dellinger
Joseph & Catherine Dezelan
Barbara Dillon
Rob & Ruth Dixon
Daniel Donahue
Joseph D’Onofrio

Edward & Jean Dowling
James & Veronica Doyle
Robert Drahozal
Lindsey Draper
William & Jane Drew
George Drolet
David & Rita Dryden
George Duffy
William & Dolores Dusseau
Fernand & Brigid Dutile
Neil & Janet Dvorak
Robert Early
William Easton
Bernadette Easton
Michael & Barbara Eck
Paul & Pamela Eifel
Rita Engardio
Christopher & Deborah Everett
James Farrell
Richard Fedorovich
Dennis & Robyn Fedorovich
Joseph Fellman
Dr. Thomas & Karen Ferrara
William & Dr. Elizabeth Fesler
Joseph & Margaret Fisher
John Fogerty
William & Carol Forssander
Robert & Rosemary Friedmann
Louis & Christine Friedrich
Federico Fuentes
Richard & Eileen Funk
Dr. Philippe Gadegbeku

Fred Galluzzo
James Gardner
Michael & Donna Gates
Bernard Geerling
Robert & Stevie Giel
John Gigerich
Frank Gill
Dr. Douglas & Patty Giorgio
James & Valerie Gliebe
Hon. John & Suzanne Godich
Mark Goebl
Jerry Gonsiewski
Robert Grygiel
Gregory & Rose Guarrine
Br. Kenneth Haders
Frances Haley
Kevin & Annette Hallagan
Susan Hannon
Kevin & Sarah Harnisch
Michael Hassfurder
P. Michael & Mary Hearden
William & Sharon Heckman
H. Philip & Patricia Heil
Magdalena Hennel
Thomas & Cynthia Hennessy
Wayne & Jewell Henning
Frederick & Barbara Henninger
James & Mary Hesburgh
Peter & Sandra Hinz
Wayne Hockmeyer
Thomas & Cathleen Hogan
Bernard Hollywood
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Anonymous Gifts
Nancy Barrett
Thomas & Marcia Blum
Peg Claeys

Robert Considine
Jacob & Barbara Kiefer
Maggie Siler
†John McGinty

O’Neill Club Members
Persons who gave $5,000 or more to the Annual Appeal

James & Carol Miller
Ruth Ann Miller
David & Jane Noblet
Patricia Obergfell

Michael Pierle
Dr. John & Carolyn Scheibelhut
Michael & Judy Thomas
Thomas & Anita Veldman
Mr. Francis Wodarczyk

Stephen & Lynne Ahern
Edward & Kathleen Andrews
Andrew Arendt
James & Victoria Arendt
Dr. Richard & Sally Armstrong
Gregory & Constance Armstrong
Rev. Michael D Ausperk
Charles & Claire Baker
Jeffrey & Angela Baker
T. Brent & Carolyn Banulis
Robert & Josephine Barger
Joseph Barry
Joseph Bauters
Kathleen Beeler
Peter R Blaauboer
John Bodary
Raymond & Carol Brach
David Briggs
Christopher & Whitney Brock
Hon. Terrence & Loretta Bronson
Thomas & Linda Brune
Dr. Edward & Patricia Bruno
John Charles Bryant
George Buennagel
Lawrence & Peggy Burnell
John Busch
Wilfred & Phyllis Bussing
John Cabral
Christopher Cachat
Dr. Phillip Cacioppo
Joseph & Sue Ellen Canizaro
Marion Casey

During the year, July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 we had 786 donors give for a total of $654,150.91.
s Anchors of Hope Members—9 donors for a total of $197,925.19
s Brother Columba O’Neill Club—15 donors for a total of $250,960.23
s Columba Hall Society—251 donors for a total of $163,656.34
s Cross & Anchors—511 donors for a total of $41,609.15



Carl & Anita Horn
Thomas & Elizabeth Horning
William Hungeling
Andrew Hurley
Gerry & Connie Impelman
Joseph Jesser
George Job
Paul Jock
Gregory Johnroe
Rolland & Nadine Johns
Patrick Jones
Robert Jordan
Joseph Kalmar
Br. Daniel Kane
Mary Kane
Steven & Michele Kastner
James Kaufman
Robert Kawalek
Jerome & Judith Kearns
Dr. Philip & Constance Keating
Dr. Theodore & Joyce Keller
James Keller
Margaret Kenney
Kerber, Eck & Braeckel LLP
Ronald & Bernadine Kerner
Tom Kinsella
M/M James & Vicki Kirschner
M/M Edward & Leslie Kissel
Ms. Susan Klawitter
M/M Russell & Janet Kline
M/M John & Leah Klumph
Mrs. Marie Koenig
Richard & Kerri Kopka
Margaret Kovatch
Ronald & Linda Kron
Thomas & Jane Kron
David & Cameon Krotine
Dr. Matthew & Jeanette Kuluz
Rev. John Kuzmich
Kai Lam
John & Mary Ann Lang
Brian & Mackenzie Ledley
John & Judith Lehner
John & Mary Kay Leicht
Br. Edward Libbers, CSC
Rocque & Marcia Lipford
Charles Lippert
Mark Loehrlein
Jerry & Beverly Love
Joseph Lushnia

Albert Lutz
Edward Mack
Joseph Marchewski
Ignacio Martinez & Cynthia Bath
Michael Matthews
Richard & Kathleen Mayer
M/M Carl & Mary McClelland
Mr. Ronald McConville
M/M Charles & Patricia McGill
Mr. William McNiece
Rev. John P McNulty
M/M Peter & Doris Meduri
Ms. Nancy Meers
Ms. Judith Melevage
Michael & Judith Merle
Sharon Merryman
Br. William Mewes
Peter & Linda Michelin
Michael & Carla Miller
Ruth Ann Miller
John & Nancy Mino
Kenneth Minrovic
Dr. David & Debra Moeller
Nancy Moews
Sharon Moon
Thomas Moore
Noreen Moran
Denis Moriarty
James & Mary Kay Muehlbauer
Robert Muehlhausen
Derek Mullen
John & Mary Mulligan
Murlan Murphy
Edward & Jean Murphy
Thomas & Pat Nelson
Charles & Sharon Nelson
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Thomas & Constance Newberry
Robert & Janet Newland
Walter & Mary Nicgorski
Mark & Mary Nishan
Edward & Laura Novak
Kenneth Nowak
John O’Breza
Cecilia O’Donnell
Cecelia O’Linn
Bette O’Malley
Daniel & Betsy O’Neill
Mary Pajor
Kay Palinski
Steven & Janet Pepe
Dr. Charles & Therese Peter
James & Barbara Pfau
Joseph & Agnes Piekarczyk
Thomas Pleuss
Joan Polczynski
Ted Poprawski
John Raitt
Robert & Sheila Ranallo
Larry & Kathleen Ratliff
John & Patricia Ready
Barbara Reddy
Brian Regan
Margaret Ribar
William & Katherine Roberts
Robert & Barbara Robison
Jerome Rodak
Carol Roddy
Edward & Linda Roelant
Andrew & Teresa Roth
William & Susan Rysdyk
Robert & Pauline Saltsman
Daniel & Zahra Sauter
Rev. Roger A Savage

William Scala
Robert & Martha Schick
Gary Schirtzinger
Bernard Schreiner
William & Janelle Schubmehl
John & Judy Scully
David & Martha Showers
John & Patricia Small
Jay & Lucia Smith
Joseph and Jeanne T Sobeck
James & Cindy Sparks
Hon. Frank & Cheryl Sullivan
Russell & Joanne Tadych
Steve Takacs
David Tarr
Thomas & Sally Trace
Joseph & Nancy Tynan
Larry Valek
Dennis & Graciela Van Gemert
Susan Vanek
Thomas & Joan Varga
William Veldman
Patrick Walker
David & Patricia Wartko
Doris Wartko
Dr. Frederick Weigand
Anthony & Joanne Weigand
Richard & Joan Weimer
Daniel & Carla Weiss
John Welsh
Dennis & LaVerne Whitaker
John & Enid Willi
Thomas Williams
William Wingfield
John & Judy Wirtz
David Woods
Jerome & Barbara Ziliak



Cross and Anchors Members

Dennis & Rebecca Bosse
Jeffrey & Lauren Bott
Edmund & Linda Bradley
Scott & Sheryl Braley
Thomas & Susan Brennan
Ellen Brennan
Thomas Brenner
Thomas Brett
David Briggs
Karen Britton
John & Carol Broecker
John & Susan Browning
Constance Buell Wahl
Thomas Bush
Mary Jane Buzolich
John Byrnes
Christopher Caenepeel
Gerald Cafarelli
Rosalie Campanale
Gino & Susan Caroscio
Thomas Carr
Dr. Daniel & Constance Cevasco
Shirley Chambers
Richard Champion & Elizabeth 

Freiday
Pete Champion
David & Catherine Cheaney
V. Gregory Chinchar
Gerald Chojnacki & Patricia Wynn
Dr. Richard Ciechanowski
Daniel & Carol Clancy
Arthur Clark
Bert & Patricia Clausson
Leo & Barbara Clouser
Daniel Cody
Paul Coffey
David & Anida Concannon
Dr. Terrence & Linda Cook
Thomas & Susan Cook
Terrence & Sandy L Corrigan
Betty Coudriet
Margaret Cousino
Timothy Coyne
Richard Cranny
Steve & Betty Cravens
Alice Crowley
Br. Thomas Cunningham

Rev. Joseph Cunningham
Daniel Curtin
John & Janet Daily
Anthony Dakewicz
Daniel Dasinger
Jack & Debbie D’Aurora
James & Dianna Davies
Ronald & Gloria Davies
Gregory & Ellen Davis
Donald & Mary Dawson
William & Maria Day
Mary Day
Robert & Cathryn Delaney
Robert Denney
Paula Detamore
Richard & Lynn DeWitt
Deborah Dey
Max Diver
Daniel Donahue
Michael & Catherine Douglass
Rev. Paul Doyle, CSC
Lindsey Draper
George Drolet
John & Sheila Duffy
Michael Dugan
Coletta Dugan
Dennis & Anita Duhon
Patrick & Caroline Duncan
Mary Lou Durkin
Timothy Eagan
William Easton
Dr. James & Joan Eggers
William & Lynn Eifel
Richard & Kathy Elliott
Lawrence Emge
Thomas English
Michael & Ellen Esposito
Patrick & Melissa Estep
Marcia Everett
Eugene Fahey
Michael & Rosann Falso
Steven & Mari-Beth Famiano
William & Brady Fayen
Bernard Fellner
Dr. Thomas & Karen Ferrara
Nicholas Ferraro

Persons who gave up to $199 to the Annual Appeal
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Joseph & Alexandria Accardi
R. James & Laura Alerding
Geoffrey Alexander
Marilyn Allen
Bernard & Mary Ann Allore
Lawrence & J V Ambrose
Anthony & Theresa Amodio
Daniel & Evelyn Anthony
Harry & Sara Antibus
Joseph & Heather Antonucci
James & Victoria Arendt
Gerald & Georgia Arison
James & Barbara Armstrong
Dr. Dennis & Mary Kay 

Assenmacher
Raymond Babuder
Kenneth Baerwalde
Mary Ann Bahmer
Thomas & Sandra Bailey
Edward & Vivian Baker
Marlene Baker
Peter & Donna Baldacci
Jon & Diane Ball
David & Connie Bannon
David & Theresa Barcza
Linda Barry
Richard & Mary Bass
Robert & Ann Bates
Robert Bauer
Michael & Wilma Bauer
Robert & Nora Beach
Thomas Beck
Raymond & Joan Beckwith
Richard & Margaret  Bedell
Michael & Sarah Benca
Michael & Frances Berichon
Lenny & Ellen Bevelacqua
Paul & Ellen Bielewicz
Walter Biskupski
Peter R Blaauboer
David Blackburn
Dr. Joseph Blair
Gerald & Susan Blanchette
Melvin Blaylock
James & Brooke Bleicher
Dr. Ernst Bloemker
James Boers

Tom Feske
Paul Filippi
Tom Fillenwarth & Ms. Kathy Lane
Charles & Mary Fink
Richard Fisher
William & Karla Fitzsimmons
Michael Fleischhacker
Gilbert & Norene Fleischhacker
Teresa Fleischhacker
Richard Fliss
Daniel & Elizabeth Flowers
William Fox
James & Megan Fox
Raymond & Mary Lou Fox
Frank & Darla Franko
Dr. Robert French
Robert & Rosemary Friedmann
John & Geraldine Froehlich
Henry Furman
Timothy Gaida
Francis & Cheryl Gantner
Gale Gehlhausen
Frederick Gentner
David & Judith Gergen
William & Nancy Geringer
Cynthia Getz
Joan Gibson
Br. Walter Gluhm
Helen Glushakow
Thomas & Mary Ann Golden
J. William Goodwine
John & Carol Gorman
Col. Michael & Karen Gough
Thomas & Theresa Gretler
Brian Greve
James Griffith
Michael Griffiths
Robert & Julianne Grimaldi
Robert Grygiel
Bruce & Marilyn Gunsch
James & Susan Guswiler
William Guzay
Michael & Martha Habing
James & Mary Hagan
Janet Haggerty
W. David & S. Noel Hains



Robert & Bernadette Hallahan
Ken & Cindy Hamer
Edward & Paulette Hamilton
Hon. John & Caitlin Hanley
Dr. Niles & Rhesa Hansen
Joseph & Becky Harrison
Evelyn Hartigan
Audrey Hassenauer
Rev. Richard Hayatsu
Philip & Norma Heitz
Robert & Luann Hellwig
Eugene & Helene Henn
Sr. Mary Lois Hennel
Eugene & Alice Henry
Raymond Hensel
Patrick Hergenroeder
Karl & Carol Hertz
Terry Hickey
Catherine Hilgart
Kevin & Annette M Hirl
Robert & l. Rozelle Hirschfelt
John & Jacqueline Hobbs
Daniel & Patricia Holland
Sr. Betty Hopf, S.P.
Craig & Lisa Horvath
James or Agnes Houk
Charles Hoven
Lee Howley
Thomas & Judith Hughes
Thomas & Susan Hynes
Dr. Joseph & Mercedes Iannone
Gerry & Connie Impelman
Frank & Geraldine Izban
David & Mary Janasek
Kenneth Jaszczor
Mary Jean
Patrick & Elaine Jerrell
William & Laurie Johansen
James & Nancy Johnson
David Jonta
Sean Jorgensen
Raymond Joubert
Michael Jozic
Katherine Kagel
John & Diane Kahl
Daniel & Vivian Kahrs
John & Carol Kane
Mike Kaniewski
John & Carol Kealy
Mr. Donald Keller

Paul & Emily Kelly
David Kemp
John & Mary Ann Kenesey
Frank & Debra Kennedy
Richard Keppner
James Kerrigan
Vincent & Peggy Ketterick
James & Kimberly Keultjes
Thomas & Sandra Kiesel-

VanderLaan
Kevin & Nancy Kilbane
Frank Kilbane
Dennis Killeen
Ronald & Mary Kimlinger
Steve Kincaid
Elwood King
Fred & Kathleen King
Casimir & Irene Klatka
Marion Klatka
Jerry & Pam Klawitter
Russell & Janet Kline
Laura Kline
Eileen Kline
John & Leah Klumph
Carol Knighton
Rev. Thomas Kobuszewski
Robert Kochems
Michael Koeth
Richard & Andrea Koeth
Robert Kolopus
Ronald & Mary Ann Koncal
Edward & Judith Konecki
Rudolph & Mary Konieczny
Anthony Konkoly
James Koslowski
William & Sandra Koss
Mary Koster
Gerard Kotula
John Kozak
Lance & Marianne Krajacic
Richard & Linda Kranzfelder
William & Kathleen Krapf
Robert Kraus
Joseph Kriese
Edwin & Genevieve Krupa
Laura Kuchler
John Kuhn
William & Saundra Kurker
Edward & Pamela LaBelle
James & Ellen LaBelle
Andrew & Charleen Lawrence

Charles Lawrie
Br. Joseph LeBon, CSC
Brian & Mackenzie Ledley
Michael Leitch
James Leitner
Laurence Lembach
Bruce & Clare Lescher
Joseph Leugers
Edward & Mary Ellen LeViseur
James Lewis
Donald Liebert
Julia Lindsey
Arlene Lis
Frank & Ella Loffelman
William & Mary Longtine
Arthur & Mary Jo Louise
Richard & Gay Lydon
Agustin & Celia Macias
Edward Mack
John Madden
Richard Maier
Lawrence & Patricia Makowski
John & Lisa Malloy
Anthony Manning
Anthony & Mary Margevicius
Richard Markuszewski
Dennis Marquard
Thomas & Carole Marrie
William Martin
Barry & Laetd Martin
Thomas Matthes
James & Rebecca Matthews
James & Linda Matthews
Stephen Mattingly
William & Colleen Mattingly
Bill and Linda Mattingly
Thomas Mattioni
David & Jennifer McAtee
Joseph McCarthy
Lawrence & Janet McCarthy
Rev. Anthony T McCarthy
Robert & Margaret McClelland
Ronald McConville
J. Glenn McCoy
Donald & Jeanne McDaniel
Kevin & Susan McDowell
Charles & Patricia McGill
Charles McGinley
Daniel McGinley
Patrick & Maureen McGlynn
Brian & Carol McLaughlin

Dr. David & Joanne McNamee
Rev. John P. McNulty
Herbert & Madonna McTaggart
Carl & Barbara Meisberger
William Melrose
Alfred Metzger
Daniel Miecznikowski
Steven & Kathryn Miedziak
Paul & Janis Mikolashek
Patrick & Josephine Miles
Brock Miller
Ruth Ann Miller
Victoria Miller
Marty Minnick
Timothy Misencik
Thomas Molnar
Michael Mooney
Mary Kaye Mooney
Robert Moskowitz
Margaret Muehlenkamp
William & Mary Beth Mullenholz
James & Nancy Mulvaney
Harold & Melissa Munger
Arthur Mungovan
Thomas Murphy
John Murphy
Dennis & Brenda Murphy
David & Sally Nancrede
John & Nancy Nedel
Robert & Patricia Neidert
Thomas & Pat Nelson
Charles & Sharon Nelson
Donald Nester
Robert & Sharon Nester
Robert Niec
James Niehus
Nicholas & Virginia Noe
Raymond Normile
Terrence & Heidi Novak
Patrick Nugent
David & Barbara Nunez
Richard & Mary Nussbaum
Kevin O’Brien
James & Mary Ann O’Brien
Daniel & Karin O’Connor
Mary O’Connor
Thomas O’Hagan & Lydia Hervatin
William & Dolores Olbrisch
John & Carol Olechny
Gene Olszowka
Florence Olszowka
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A troubled young teen from an abusive 
environment is graciously placed with the 
Brothers of Holy Cross at St. Charles Boys 
Home in Milwaukee, Wis. For the first time 

in his life he experiences positive male role models. Under 
their guidance and direction his path in life is forever 
changed. He thrives in this new environment and takes 
each lesson to heart. Through the brothers and their staff 
he receives counseling and is shown kindness, love, caring 
and support. The lessons learned under the care of the 
brothers afford him a new normal. 

He employs this new normal as he grows, marries and 
raises his own family. His children experience a childhood 
very different from his own. 

I was that troubled young teen, and I am forever grateful 
to the Brothers of Holy Cross. Their selfless act of choosing 
a life of service to God and others made a tremendous 
difference in my life. Mine is but one of the many lives 
touched by the Brothers of Holy Cross. The one thing we 
all have in common is that each of us has benefited from 
their sacrifice.

—Jim Chason 
St. Charles Boys Home

Michael & Karen Ondrasek
Thomas & Jean O’Neill
Jerome & Janice O’Neill
Terence & Marilyn Osburn
Phyllis O’Toole
Joseph Pallone
Eugenie Parshall
Donald Paskert
Daniel & Barbara Pawley
Eric & Amy Peak
Mary Pease
Dr. Jon & Jane Perkins
Thomas & Carolyn Peterson
Frank & Kathleen Piccione
Frank Pikovsky
Christina Pilcavage
Robert & Nancy Piotrowski
Sr. Margaret Platte
Lynda Plunkett
Joan Polczynski
Nicholas Porten
Timothy & Blanche Powers
Hon.Tanya & Marcel Pratt
Robert Price
James & Sally Pritchett
James & Carol Przybyla
Timothy Puntarelli
Robert Purzycki
James & Pat Rakers
Patricia Rath
Dr. Brian & Susan Reardon
Thomas Reder
William Rice
Marygayle Ritzert
Roger & Linda Roalofs
Anthony Roback
Antonio Rodriguez
Denise Roemer
Robert & Sylvia Rogowski
Patrick & Elizabeth Rohan
John Rosonke
Terrence Ruip
Peter & Lois Rumely
Joseph Russell
Patrice Rymarowicz
Vincent & Sue Sanders
Larry Sandstrom
Charles & Patricia Sasena
Neil & Sandra Scalo
Jerald Schaffstein
Henry Schapker

Herbert Schilling
John & Diana Schliesing
William & Catherine Schmitz
Ruth Schmitz
James Schmuckal
David & Susan Schnieders
Raymond Schnorr
Hugh & Marilyn Schoeffler
Charles & Janet Schooley
Bernard & Winifred Schorle
Paul Schraff
Lawrence & Marilyn Schweizer
Evelyn Scott
Robert Sedlack
George & Penny Sent
Ronald Sersen
Mary Jane Severyn
William Shaffern
Dave Shivinsky
Kurt Shuttler
Timothy Siebel
William Sienko
Joseph & Maureen H. Sikora
J. William & Wendy Sikora

Donald & Lynn Simantz
William & Diane Simmons
Alan Simon
Robert & Marjorie Sindy
Br. Thomas Sisung
Gregory & Mary Siwicki
Br. Roy Smith, CSC
David Smith
Thomas Smith
Paul & Celeste Smith
Joseph & Brenda Smith
Sr. Demetria Smith, MSOLA
Dr. David & Rosemary Srebalus
Ted Staniec
Robert & Nancy Stebbins
Mark Steinmetz
Charles Stevens
Michael & Catherine Stevens
Mark & Theresa Stewart
Dr. David Stowe
Kenneth Strouse
Thomas Stuecheli
Thomas & Patricia Sullivan
Hon. Frank & Cheryl Sullivan
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Robert Sumner
John Swisher
Dr. Martin & Patricia Szakaly
Joseph & Catherine Szczurek
Henry & Kathleen Szott
Barry & Susan Szymanski
David Tarr
Stephen & Ruth Taylor
Dennis & Patricia Testa
Anthony & Jane Tietz
Andrew Tomczyk
Vincent & Zorina Torres
Edward & Marcia Toth
Joseph & Patricia Toth
James & Marybeth Trunk
Mary Tulchinsky
Dr. James & Delia Tyler
Louis Ullenberg
Michael Urie
Margaret Van Der Gracht
Vincent & Betty VandenHeuvel
Bradley Vite
William Vogt
Chas & Janice Von Spiegel
James & Jacqueline Wagner
Robert Walpole
James & Theresa Walsh
Eugene & Margaret Wantuck
John Welsh
Leo Weszka
Joseph Wickham
Hon. Charles & Jeanne Wiles
Dr. Craig Williams
Patrick Willams
Dolores Williams
Helen Williams
Charles & Kathleen Wilsbacher
Kathleen Wirth
John & Judy Wirtz
William Wisnor
Donald Wittgen
Harold Wolf
Raymond & Shirley Wyzguski
Michael & Patricia Youngblood
Alex and Nancy Yovanovich
Richard & Jean Zahn
Denis Zamirowski
Leonard & Susan Zandrow
John Zarem
Hon. Gerald & Debra Zore

Brothers break the cycle of troubled youth



the title of director of utilities, a post that made him manager of the 
tiny, ill-equipped university rail system [N.D. & W. Railroad]. In 
his nearly 60 years as head of the line, Borromeo never missed the 
opportunity to improve the track, cars or equipment.  The 65-ton, 
400-horsepower diesel engine No. 5332, still resplendent in its blue 
and gold colors, was his proudest contribution. During World War 
II, military trains were a common sight on the tracks, and until 
1962, when the last passenger trains brought Fighting Irish fans to 
the campus for drop off, as many as five trains would be birthed on 
the tracks. It was Borromeo and his staff who would lay out more 
than 5,000 yards of hose to provide water and fuel for the steam and 
diesel engines while the passengers watched the Irish football team 
play in the stadium.”  

Upon his death, Holy Cross Bishop Daniel Jenke said about 
him. “A ‘patriarch,’ according to the dictionary definition, could be 
described as ‘a venerable old man’ or ‘a revered senior member of a 
community’ or ‘a respected elder.’ Well, in our Holy Cross family 
here at Notre Dame, Brother Borromeo rather aptly and completely 
fulfilled this role.” And Father Edmund Joyce, CSC, homilist, 
commented that “For all of his consummate professionalism in his 
duties at the university, what Brother Borromeo will be remembered 
for by most of us was that he was first and foremost a true 
religious—faithful to his God and his vows.”

10 Brothers     Fall, 2021

By Brother Philip Smith, CSC, Province Archivist

The first Notre Dame post office was established in 
1851 with Father Edward Sorin serving as postmaster.
Sorin was appointed by President Millard Fillmore, 
a position he held until his death in 1893. Because 

Sorin was almost entirely bed-bound for the last two years of his life, 
it is uncertain who fulfilled his duties as postmaster. Upon his death 
there were two Holy Cross priests who held the position: William 
Corby, appointed by Grover Cleveland, and Andrew Morrissey, 
appointed by William McKinley. In 1915, the first brother 
postmaster, Brother Emilius, was appointed by Woodrow Wilson. 
He would be followed by seven other brothers: Theogene Merlin, 
Marcellinus Fahey, Eli Pelchat, Thomas Balaz, Ramon Purzycki and 
Francis Meduri. The first non-Holy Cross postmaster, Mr. P. C. 
Calwell, was sworn in, in 1980.

Another “unusual” obedience for a brother, yet an absolutely 
essential task, was being assigned to the Notre Dame Fire 
Department, which was organized in 1879 and completely staffed 
by brothers and laymen through the late 1980s. The most notable 
brother-fireman was Brother Borromeo (Thomas) Malley who 
worked as fire chief for nearly 50 years.  Born in 1913, Borromeo 
entered the congregation in 1931. Journalist Phil Loranger wrote: 
“[Brother Borromeo] became only the third man since 1870 to hold 

‘Working brothers’ used talents in unusual roles to serve others

Brothers working in the Notre Dame Post Office. The first Brother 
Postmaster was Brother Emelius, CSC in 1915.

Holy Cross priests and brothers served as postmasters in the 
Notre Dame Post Office beginning with Father Sorin in 1851 and 
ending with Brother Francis Meduri in 1980. There were 14.

Mail from home was often the highlight 
of a Notre Dame student’s week. The 
brothers were instrumental in delivering 
these notes from home to Domers for 
many years. 

Brother Borromeo 
Malley, CSC, the last 
Brother Fire Chief of 
the Notre Dame Fire 
Department.

Brother firemen at the turn of the 20th century. Brother Peter 
Claver Hosinski, CSC (front row right) was also the first principal 
of Holy Trinity High School and a Bengal missionary.
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For more information on the 

Brothers of Holy Cross
visit our website at:

www.brothersofholycross.com
The Brothers newsletter is a publication of the Development 
Office of the Midwest Province. For questions regarding the 
newsletter, address changes or other matters related to the 
development office please contact:

Brother Roy Smith, CSC, Director of Development,  
P.O. Box 460, Notre Dame, IN 46556-0460
574-631-2928 or rsmith@brothersofholycross.com

Brother Richard Lynn Huber, CSC, 92    •    September 14, 2021     •    71 years of vowed religious life

Remembering our deceased brother

Midwest Holy Cross Associates 
and the Midwest Province present 

Reaching Out
Touching Minds and Hearts through Information, 

Formation and Transformation
The Holy Cross tradition invites anyone connected with 
Holy Cross Communities to join in a 

Zoom Conference 
Saturday, Jan. 29, 2022 EST USA  

10 am to 2 pm

Register at:
https://holycrossassociates.org/ 
chapters/national-and-regional-conferences/

I came to St. Joseph High School in 1966. I wasn’t a 
great student or a good athlete, I was just an average 
kid. I knew that I was going to try every day to be 
better than I felt I was. Some days I even succeeded! 

     Like most kids, I would talk to my friends about the 
different stages of life growing up. There were times, 
though, that it helped when I could talk to someone at a 
higher level, even just to feel respected. There were three 
Holy Cross brothers, Andrew Sukenic, Daniel Kane and 
Roy Smith, who filled this need for me. I don’t remember 
having in-depth discussions with them. I do remember 
feeling like I was listened to and respected. That feeling 
was repeated when I attended Holy Cross College. Brother 
John Driscoll was every student’s mentor.  
     I firmly believe that at St Joe’s, I learned to be resilient. 
That resilience has seen me through some tough times. 
When I was in the Navy, we were in the last couple of 
years of the Vietnam War. I was stationed on the East 
Coast, but we were constantly reminded that military 
members were being attacked in town.  
     I was eventually sent to Camp Lejeune, and was 
the senior hospital corpsman with a helicopter assault 
company. Our company was comprised of blacks and 
whites and Hispanics, most with no combat experience. 
Our noncommissioned officers and officers had all been to 

Vietnam, and I learned a tremendous amount from them. 
There was a constant sense of distrust and anger within 
certain elements of the company. I had to make sure that 
all my men knew that the corpsmen were there for all of 
them. I will never forget my NCOs and fellow corpsmen.  
     When I got out of the Navy, I was lucky enough to 
get hired as one of the City of Mishawaka’s first EMTs 
when they started its ambulance service. Three years 
later, I became one of their first paramedics. I feel that 
resilience really came into play, not only with keeping up 
with changes in the field, but also in surviving the medical 
politics of doctors from different hospitals. For 30 years, 
that resilience has gotten me through.  
     Now retired, I use my resilience to live with the results 
of a stem cell transplant, caused by my blood cancer from 
drinking the water at Camp Lejeune in the 1970s. I also 
live with the frustration that I have not been able to find 
any information about any of the men I served with there.   
     I will always be grateful to those who helped me 
become the man I am today. I will always try to be a little 
better than what I think I am.

—Greg Dolezal 
Class of 1970 
St. Joseph High School, South Bend

Brothers respected students while nurturing confident, resilient men
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Whatever you do, work 

at it with all your heart, 

as though you were 

working for the Lord, 

and not for yourselves. 

Remember that the 

Lord will reward you; 

you will receive what 

he has kept for his 

people. For Christ is the 

real master you serve.

—Colossians 3:23-24 
Photo by Brother James Leik, CSC


