
Brother André in preparation for the 
anniversary of his canonization. Rev. 
Jimmy Mathew of the South India 
Province serving in the Philippines, 
Brother Francisco Gillette of the 
District of West Africa, Sister Norma 
McDonald, sister of Holy Cross and 
the Most Rev. William A. Wack, Bishop 
of Pensacola-Tallahassee respectively 
viewed St. Brother André as a friend, as 
a brother, as a saint and as a model of 
holiness for all.

“Brother André, being a poor, obedient 
and humble servant of God became a 
true friend of all who visited him for 
divine intervention in their lives,” Father 
Mathew said. “In prayer St. André lived 
God and God lived in him.

“He is affectionately called the miracle 
man of Montreal. He lived the call of 
Jesus to come follow Jesus in letter and 
in spirit. He communicated to them 
all the healing power of God’s merciful 
love,” Father Mathew said.

Born on Aug. 9, 1845, in the little 
village of Saint Grégoire d’Iberville, 
Québec, Alfred Bessette was the eighth 
of 12 children. His early life was marked 
by physical frailty, poverty, illiteracy and 
family tragedy. Amid them all, prayer 
was his peace and joy.

His parish priest encouraged the 
orphaned Alfred to seek the consecrated 
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Celebrating St. Brother André—a friend, a brother, a saint

God calls all of us to be 
saints. But a doorman? A 
quiet, diminutive, wisp 
of a man, worthy to be a 
saint? Yes, he was friendly 
and had a welcoming 

spirit. But he could barely read. He was 
always in poor health. He had no real 
skills. Except for one.

Brother André was a man of 
incredible faith with a deep devotion 
to St. Joseph. His life was one of prayer 
and intercession. People recognized this 
attribute in Brother André and came 
with their sick, crippled and dying to 
find healing and strength.

It was Oct. 17, 2010, that Pope 
Benedict XVI canonized Holy Cross 
Brother André Bessette in St. Peter’s 
Square in Rome. 

The Congregation of Holy Cross 
is celebrating the 10th anniversary of 
the canonization of St. Brother André 
Bessette. So far he is the only recognized 
saint of the religious congregation of 
priests, brothers and sisters.

“We believe many of our priests and 
brothers have lived virtuous and holy 
lives through our 183 years,” said the 
Rev. Robert Epping, Superior General 
for the Congregation of Holy Cross.

“Yet St. André’s canonization assures 
us that true holiness is possible for us 

if we abide faithfully according to our 
Constitutions and Statutes, our rule 
of life sanctioned by the church. This 
anniversary reminds us of the perennial 
value of our call, the vocation of 
holiness in Holy Cross,” Epping said.

St. Brother André was a friend to all 
he welcomed at the doorstep of Notre 
Dame College in Montreal, Canada, 

for 40 years. Visitors to the college 
witnessed his deep devotion to St. 
Joseph, and thousands of people sought 
out Brother André to pray for them and 
intercede to St. Joseph on their behalf.

Four members of the Congregation 
recently shared their thoughts of St. 

Continued on page 3



Dear Family and Friends of the Brothers of Holy Cross,
Over the past few months I have heard several people 

comment that they wished this year would end. The year 
2020 is certainly one few of us will forget. The stresses 
of a pandemic and the rhetoric of an election year have 
intruded on our sense of the normal and challenged us to 
find new ways to stay grounded in the love, compassion 
and forgiveness to which God calls us.

But 2020 has also provided some real inspiration from 
many who don’t just see the negatives and the challenges, 
but still bring goodness to the lives of others. In St. Brother 
André, we are certainly reminded of the graces of a simple 
life of faith. I am still inspired when I think back on the 
celebration I attended in Montreal in October of 2010.  I 
traveled with a few teachers and students from Archbishop 
Hoban High School, where I was serving at the time. Holy 
Cross finally had our first officially recognized saint, and 
thousands were present to celebrate our favorite son.

My most indelible memory from our visit 10 years ago 
to the Oratory of St. Joseph in Montreal is the quiet time 
the students and I spent in the Votive Chapel near Brother 
André’s tomb. An early snowfall had caused us to change our 
plans, and we discovered that this holy place, that presents 
the many titles given to St. Joseph as an intercessor in prayer, 
was there just for us. This is a place normally crowded with 
people lighting votive candles, saying prayers, moving in and 
out of the beautiful crypt chapel dedicated to St. Joseph and 
waiting for a chance to stand with a hand on the tomb of a 
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Finding peace and holiness in a world filled with challenges
friend, a brother and a saint.

That opportunity to be 
almost alone with St. Joseph 
and his little friend, now a saint, 
was very moving. I was not 
the only person of our small 
groups who was moving among 
the light from the thousands 
of votive candles with tears 
stemming from the profound 
sense of holiness and peace that 
exists in this holy place near the 
tomb of St. André.

It is my prayer that you too have a place of profound 
peace and holiness in your life, and that you can make 
contact with that place, whether real or spiritual, when you 
have need. St. Brother André recommended we go to St. 
Joseph with this advice: “When you invoke St Joseph, you 
don’t have to say 
much. You know 
your Father in 
heaven knows 
what you need; 
well, so does his 
friend St. Joseph. 
Tell him, ‘If you 
were in my place, 
St Joseph, what 
would you do? 
Well, pray for this 
on my behalf.’”

Thank you 
for all you do 
to support the 
Brothers of Holy 
Cross. Know that 
I pray with you for you and your loved ones.

Your brother in Christ,

Brother Ken Haders, CSC
Provincial

Brother Ken Haders, CSC

Archbishop Hoban High School students make their way up the steps to St. Joseph 
Oratory. Pilgrims are asked to pray on each step. Brother Ken Haders was among 
a group of students and faculty who traveled to Montreal in October, 2010, to 
celebrate the canonization of St. Brother André Bessette.

This altar is the in the first chapel that Brother André 
built at the Oratory of St. Joseph in Montreal.



were needed because of the number of 
visitors. In 1909 Brother André was 
named full-time guardian of the Oratory 
of St. Joseph. In 1917 a larger church 
was completed with a seating capacity 
of 1,000. In 1924, the construction of 
the basilica was inaugurated and finally 
completed 30 years after his death. 

Brother André was the founder of 
the Oratory. Pilgrims from around 
the world have traveled there to ask 
for miracles through Brother André’s 
intercession. His reply to these requests 
was always  “Ite ad Joseph” (Go to St. 
Joseph). More than 2 million visitors 
and pilgrims visit the Oratory every year 
and spend time in prayer and silence. 

“We witnessed his profound faith, 
a faith that moved mountains,” Sister 
Norma said. “He literally moved one 
at least. But St. Brother André moved 
more than mountains. He moved the 
hearts of millions during his humble 
time as doorkeeper at the foot of Mount 
Royal in Montreal. 

“How can such a simple man have 
such a great impact on so many? Saint 
Brother André teaches me that what is 
important comes from the heart. He 
teaches me that it is in giving of oneself 
that counts, not recognition or status,” 
Sister Norma said. “That gives me hope, 
that I too may follow his footsteps as a 
disciple of Jesus. 

As word spread of some kind of 
healing power, pilgrims with all kinds 
of medical problems poured into the 
Basilica. On display in the basilica is a 
wall covered with thousands of crutches 

life for he believed it was there that 
Alfred would find his true home and 
deepest fulfillment. In recommending 
Alfred as a religious vocation his pastor 
told the Congregation of Holy Cross 
that he was sending them a saint.

This pious young man made his 
perpetual profession as a brother on Feb. 
2, 1874 and received his first assignment 
as the porter at College Notre Dame. 

“At the end of my novitiate, my 
superiors showed me the door and I 
stayed for 40 years,” quipped Brother 
André.

“Thousands of people sought out 
Brother André to pray for them as they 
recognized and trusted in his holiness 
and spiritual wealth of the symbol of 
friend-in-need,” Father Mathew said.

“He welcomed them and listened to 
them on his many visits to the sick in 
their homes.”

Brother André’s responsibilities 
at the college were doorkeeper and 
infirmarian, care of the oil lamps, 
sweeping, maintaining the firewood and 
school barber. He interacted well with 
the students, parents and the poor who 
came begging for food. Brother André 
treated all of them with respect.

“It is of merit to beg the question of 
which André we often look at. André 
the saint, the builder, the humble 
servant of St. Joseph or André the 
miracle man of Montreal,” Brother 
Francisco said. “André became all of 
these in the context of his vocation—a 
brother. It is not lost on us that André is 
often referred to as St. Brother André.

“When we claim him as a brother we 
see this man as one who was plagued 
by all the vicissitudes of humanity 
into sharp focus of who was like us in 
all things and one who exemplified 
the identity and mission of brother,” 
Brother Francisco said.

With blessings from his superiors, 
Brother André began construction in 
1904 of a small chapel on the side of a 
mountain near the college. 

Pilgrimages began and additions 
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“When you invoke St. Joseph, you don’t have to say 

much. You know your Father in heaven knows what 

you need. Well, so does his friend St. Joseph. Tell 

him, ‘if you were in my place, St. Joseph, what would 

you do? Well, pray for this on my behalf.’”

–St. André Bessette

from those who came to the basilica 
and were healed. Pope John Paul II 
deemed the miracles to be authentic and 
beatified Brother André in 1982.

“We in the Congregation of Holy 
Cross celebrate St. André Bessette as our 
first canonized saint, but he is not just 
a saint for us in Holy Cross or for the 
people of Montreal, Bishop Wack said. 
“St. André is indeed a saint for all time, 
for all people. 

“A wonderful legacy of St. Brother 
André is his love for every single person, 
especially the person who was right in 
front of him. When people came to him 
in Montreal or wherever he traveled, 
when they came with a special request, 
he paid attention to each person in 
front of him, and he prayed for them 
and cared for them the best he could,” 
Bishop Wack said.

“In this day, in this age of so many 
difficulties and challenges and things 
that seem beyond our ability to solve 
and resolve right now, we can take this 
example of ministering to the person 
right in front of us, paying attention 
to each person in our household, in 
our school, in our workplace, in our 
community. We can and must bring 
Christ to others and bring others to 
Christ,” Bishop Wack said.

“May the life of St. André inspire 
us to be little signs of God’s miracle 
in the world in which we live,” Father 
Mathews said. “Miracles are acts of 
God’s love and a sign of an active 
presence of the divine in our ordinary 
day-to-day lives.” 
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most needed.” We accept and appreciate your trust and 
confidence that we will use your gift in a prudent and 
thoughtful manner. In other words, we will be good 
stewards of your gifts and trust in us.

During the year, July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020 we had 
786 donors give for a total of $654,150.91.

s Anchors of Hope Members
We had 9 donors for a total of $197,925.19

s Brother Columba O’Neill Club
We had 15 donors for a total of $250,960.23

s Columba Hall Society
We had 251 donors for a total of $163,656.34

s Cross & Anchors
We had 511 donors for a total of $41,609.15

Thank you for continuing to be an important part of 
our story.

Even amid this COVID-19 pandemic, you, our donors, 
have continued to support us, your Brothers of Holy 
Cross. No doubt some of you have experienced financial 
strains and pressures during this pandemic. Yet many of 
you still shared your resources with us.

In ‘A Donor Bill of 
Rights’ published by several 
fundraising organizations, 
point IV reads, “To be assured 
their gifts will be used for 
the purposes for which they 
were given.” On selecting 
where our donors want their 
gifts to be used, more often 
than not, the choice marked 
off is: “wherever the gift is 

Brothers experience generous support even through pandemic
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Anchors of Hope Society
These are donors who have included the Brothers in their estate plans.  
†Deceased, yet the legacy of these donors continues through their estate gifts.

Craig & Lisa Horvath
†Josephine A. Houser
David & Jacqueline Huber
†Rev. Msgr. Richard Kavanagh
†Frank Kern
†Jennifer Kline
†Richard Lamanna
Brian & MacKenzie Ledley
Anne Lyons

†John McGinty
†Dennis McIntyre
Ruth Ann Miller
Thomas & †Carol Mylod
†Dorothy Nicholson
Hugh O’Donnell
Florence Olszowka
†Joseph Quill
†James Ramagli

†Therese Rohan
Barbara Saggau
†Mary Sharp
†John Stefanski
†Rev. Daniel Sullivan
Michael & Judy Thomas
†Joan Toeppe
William Tomaszewski
†Paul Trueblood

Brother Roy Smith, CSC

Brother Roy Smith, CSC   
Director of Development, Midwest Province

John & Diane Barrett
†Richard Baumann
Thomas Brenner
†Rev. Msgr. Anthony Brown
†Richard Bugher
Dr. Cheser Caster & Dr. Doug Fish
†Don & Peg Claeys
†James Haight
James & Mary Hesburgh
Richard & Charlene Hesse



 

Columba Hall Society Members
Persons who gave between $200 and $4,999 to the Annual Appeal

Dr. Anthony & Joan Cossell
Richard & Emma Jean Couture
Thomas & Kathryn Couvreur
John & Judith Covert-Sisung
John Culhane
Richard & Betty Darko
Dr. Elizabeth Davies
John Davis
Craig & Kelly Dean
Donald & Joyce Deany
Vincent DeCrane
Barbara Dillon
Ralph & Ruth Dixon
Joseph D’Onofrio
Edward & Jean Dowling
Lawrence & Dorothy Doyle
Robert Drahozal
William & Jane Drew
Hon. David Dreyer
George Drolet
David & Rita Dryden
William & Dolores Dusseau
Fernand & Brigid Dutile
Robert Early
Michael & Barbara Eck
Ralph & Judith Effinger
Donald Everett
James Farrell
Dennis & Robyn Fedorovich
Richard Fedorovich
Joseph Fellman
William & Dr. Elizabeth Fesler
Joseph & Margaret Fisher
David Fitzgerald
Charles & Madonna Flemming
John Fogerty
Federico Fuentes

Richard & Eileen Funk
Dr. Philippe Gadegbeku
Fred Galluzzo
James Gardner
Bernard Geerling
Robert & Stevie Giel
John Gigerich
Dr. Douglas & Patty Giorgio
James & Valerie Gliebe
Hon. John & Suzanne Godich
William & Catherine Greif
Robert Grygiel
Gregory & Rose Guarrine
Kevin & Annette Hallagan
Susan Hannon
John Hardesty
Kevin & Sarah Harnisch
Charles Hart
Michael Hassfurder
P. Michael & Mary Hearden
H. Philip & Patricia Heil
Rev. Eugene Hemrick
Frederick & Barbara Henninger
James & Mary Hesburgh
Richard & Charlene Hesse
Wayne Hockmeyer
†Marie Hoey/Dr. Mary Martucci
Rev. Charles G. Hoffmann
Bernard Hollywood
Timothy Holzheimer
Thomas & Elizabeth Horning
†Josephine Houser/Joseph Houser
David & Jacqueline Huber
William Hungeling
Joseph & Susan Huser
Gerry & Connie Impelman
Joseph Jesser

Paul Jock
Sean Jorgensen
Joseph Kalmar
Br. Daniel Kane
Mary Kane
Steven & Michele Kastner
James Kaufman
Robert Kawalek
Dr. Philip & Constance Keating
James Keller
Dr. Theodore & Joyce Keller
Margaret Kenney
Ronald & Bernadine Kerner
Joseph & Sarah King
Tom Kinsella
Susan Klawitter
James & Kassie Knopick
Robert Koesters
Edward & Judith Konecki
Ronald & Linda Kron
Thomas & Jane Kron
David & Cameon Krotine
Dr. Matthew & Jeanette Kuluz
Ronald & Patricia LaBeau
Kai Lam
John & Mary Ann Lang
John & Judith Lehner
Vincent & Paula Lenz
Rev. Andre Leveille
Br. Edward Libbers
James Ligas
Rocque & Marcia Lipford
Charles Lippert
Lyla Lockhart
Joseph Lushnia
Albert Lutz
David & Nancy Mallon
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Matthew & Katharine Barrett	
Nancy Barrett	
Thomas & Marcia Blum	
Margaret Claeys	

Richard & Charlene Hesse	
Jacob & Barbara Kiefer	
Ruth Ann Miller	
David & Jane Noblet	

O’Neill Club Members
Persons who gave $5,000 or more to the Annual Appeal

Terry & Joyce Nolan	
Drew Paluf	
Edward Ptaszek
Ellen Reed	

Mary Lou Schapker	
Dr. John & Carolyn Scheibelhut	
Michael & Judy Thomas	

Stephen & Lynne Ahern
Edward & Kathleen Andrews
Andrew Arendt
Gregory & Constance Armstrong
John & Karen Bader
Charles & Claire Baker
Jeffrey & Angela Baker
Carl & Donna Baldassarra
T. Brent & Carolyn Banulis
Steve & Jeanine Bardoczi
Robert & Josephine Barger
Nancy Barrett
Joseph Barry
Joseph Bauters
Kathleen Beeler
Susan Ann Benites
John Bodary
David & Helen Brandewie
Paul & Amanda J Brink
James & Julia Brogan
Paul Brown & Mary Ann Verkamp
Dr. Edward & Patricia Bruno
George Buennagel
Rev. David Burgard
Lawrence & Peggy Burnell
Michael Burtscher
John Busch
Christopher Cachat
Dr. Phillip Cacioppo
Phil Capps
Mercedes Carey
Marion Casey
Erick & Christine Christensen
Leo & Andrea Ciesielski
Taine Conboy
Peter & Kathi Conley
Thomas & Melinda Coomes
William & Diane Corbett



Joseph Marchewski
Ignacio Martinez & Cynthia Bath
Michael Matthews
Christopher & Stephanie Maurer
Timothy May
Richard & Kathleen Mayer
David & Jennifer McAtee
Francis McCann
Rev. Anthony T. McCarthy
Carl & Mary McClelland
Ronald McConville
Charles & Patricia McGill
William & Nancy McNiece
Nancy Meers
Judith Melevage
Montel Menting
Daniel & Lorraine Mercure
Michael & Judith Merle
Steven & Kathryn Miedziak
James & Carol Miller
Michael & Carla Miller
Ruth Ann Miller
Nancy Moews
Thomas Moore
Derek Mullen
John & Mary Mulligan
Edward & Jean Murphy
Stephen & Mary Najarian
Dr. James Nalley
Charles & Sharon Nelson
Thomas & Pat Nelson
Mark & Mary Nishan
Nicholas & Virginia Noe
NDFCU
Edward & Laura Novak
David & Barbara Nunez
Cecilia O’Donnell
Cecelia O’Linn
Daniel J & Betsy O’Neill
Virginia Osgood
Mary Pajor
Eric & Amy Peak
Kenneth & Mary Peak
Steven & Janet Pepe
Dr. Charles & Therese Peter
James & Barbara Pfau
Henryetta Ponczek
Ted Poprawski
Pauline Posey
John Raitt
Robert & Sheila Ranallo

John & Patricia Ready
Barbara Reddy
Brian Regan
William & Katherine Reidy
Nora Reilly
Margaret Ribar
Marygayle Ritzert
Anthony Roback
William & Katherine Roberts
Thomas Roddy
Denise Roemer
Benjamin & Veronica Rozario
William & Susan Rysdyk
Walter & Patricia Sahm
Daniel & Zahra Sauter
Rev. Roger A Savage
William Scala
Mary Lou Schapker
Robert & Martha Schick
Bernard Schreiner
William & Janelle Schubmehl
John & Patricia Small
Joseph and Jeanne T. Sobeck
James & Cindy Sparks
Br. James Spooner
Hon. Frank & Cheryl Sullivan
Russell & Joanne Tadych
Steve Takacs
David Tarr
Anthony & Jacqueline Tetrick
Joseph & Sally Tobin
Edward & Marcia Toth
David & Doris Towner
Thomas & Sally Trace
Joseph & Nancy Tynan
Christopher Uebelhor
Dennis & Graciela Van Gemert
Thomas & Joan Varga
William Veldman
Patrick Walker
David & Patricia Wartko
Doris Wartko
Anthony & Joanne Weigand
Richard & Joan Weimer
John Welsh
Dennis & LaVerne Whitaker
William Wingfield
David & Kathleen Witchger
David Woods
Ronald & Pamela Ziegler
Rev. Joseph L. Ziliak
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By Patrick Walker, M.D.
St. Joseph High School, South Bend, Ind., Class of 1967

The brothers were and are fully devoted not only to 
teaching but also to the encouragement of students to 
reach for their highest purpose, the service of others. They 
accomplish this not by mere words, but by their example. As 
life has changed, we who have been the beneficiaries of their 
gifts need to be more involved in the ongoing support for 
their mission. This particularly applies to those brothers who 
have reached an age at which they can no longer serve in 
public, though they continue to support us all in prayer.

Though there are stories for each of the brothers, I will 
focus on three.

Brother Daniel Kane worked hard through our/my mischief 
and rudeness to teach us English literature and literary analytical 
writing. His work with the glee club (aka glee) was incredible. 
Having now attended many such performances by our children, 
it is so apparent just how difficult it was to pull off and pull out 
of us what he did. And always with a gentle touch and kind 
correction: “Tenors, please start on top of that note. Now 
again from measure eight.”

Brother Paschal Tomaszewski was truly an icon with his 
extremely strict approach to Latin grammar and reading. His 
expectations of us were high, but it was his unique style that 
brought out the best in us. ‘Mr. Walker, on your feet! Recite 
your vocabulary lesson for the good brother!’ Or ‘All eyes on 
me. Sit up straight. Feet on the floor. Hands on your desk. 
And hips back, allll the way back!’

Brother Roy Smith came to South Bend in the late 1960s 
and did his best to teach us the fundamentals of the Catholic 
religion. His patience, kindness and understanding were 
much needed to try and get anything into our recalcitrant 
heads. He maintained his focus on us and our needs while 
providing an excellent understanding of Catholic theology. 
But even more than that, his total giving of not only his 
knowledge but, by example, his life to the undeserving (me 
among many) was his most lasting legacy.

Never realizing it at the time, St. Joseph’s High School 
provided the foundation needed to successfully pursue 
any vocation. The brothers fully formed the concept that 
we are all called to a life of service, no matter where our 
life leads us and no matter the work we take up. Our 
education embodied the finest ideals of the enlightenment 
concept of a liberal education, with its emphasis on a way 
of learning accompanied by broad exposure to the major 
areas of thought, from philosophy to science, theology to 
mathematics,  English literature to social issues—all in the 
context of faith, ethics and values.

Why I give to the brothers



Cross and Anchors Members

Thomas Brenner
Karen Britton
Samuel Broda
Hon. Terrence & Loretta Bronson
John & Susan Browning
David A Buick
Rev. Alfred S Burnham
John Busch
Mary Jane Buzolich
Robert & Sharon Cabaj
Charles & Frances Campanella
Gino & Susan Caroscio
James Carter
Dennis & Marybeth Chambers
Pete Champion
Kenneth Chappuis & Mary Shortall
Gerald Chojnacki & Patricia Wynn
Ernest Chudick
Dr. Richard Ciechanowski
Daniel & Carol Clancy
Arthur Clark
Bert & Patricia Clausson
Leo & Barbara Clouser
Paul Coffey
David & Anida Concannon
John & Chintana Conner
Thomas & Susan Cook
Terrence & Sandy L. Corrigan
Dr. Thomas Cortese
Carl & Deborah Costanza
Betty Coudriet
Michael Coudriet
Margaret Cousino
Joseph & Dorothy Crago
Alice Crowley
Daniel Curtin
Robert Dailey
Anthony Dakewicz
Rev. Michael A. Danner
Nicholas & Lita D’Anza
Jack & Debbie D’Aurora
Ronald & Gloria Davies
Donald & Mary Dawson
Geraldine De Poy
Michael DeChant
Robert & Cathryn Delaney

Robert & Annabelle DeLine
Rev. R. Daniel DeLorme
Louis Deluco
Paula Detamore
Deborah Dey
Robert & Linda Diltz
Max Diver
Kevin & Mary Doherty
Daniel Donahue
Thomas Doran
Michael & Catherine Douglass
James & Veronica Doyle
Lindsey Draper
George Drolet
George Duffy
John & Sheila Duffy
William & Dolores Dusseau
Fernand & Brigid Dutile
Neil & Janet Dvorak
William Dwinell
Timothy Eagan
Dr. James & Joan Eggers
Thomas & Becka Egold
James & Maryann Eickelman
Paul & Pamela Eifel
William & Lynn Eifel
Richard & Kathy Elliott
Lawrence Emge
Rita Engardio
Irene Engel
Michael & Ellen Esposito
Marcia Everett
Michael & Rosann Falso
Dr. Thomas & Karen Ferrara
Nicholas Ferraro
William & Dr. Elizabeth Fesler
Tom Fillenwarth & Kathy Lane
Charles & Mary Fink
Mary Fischer
Mary Fischer
Brian & Catherine Fitzpatrick
William & Karla Fitzsimmons
Michael Fleischhacker
Teresa Fleischhacker
Richard Fliss
Daniel & Elizabeth Flowers

Persons who gave up to $199 to the Annual Appeal
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Gerald & Elaine Adams
Joseph & Christine Affinito
Geoffrey Alexander
Bernard & Mary Ann Allore
Anthony & Theresa Amodio
Mary Anderson
Harry & Sara Antibus
Joseph & Heather Antonucci
James & Victoria Arendt
James & Barbara Armstrong
James & Patricia Ayers
Kenneth Baerwalde
Mary Ann Bahmer
Thomas & Sandra Bailey
Marlene Baker
Peter & Donna Baldacci
Jon & Diane Ball
Thomas & Karen Bargiel
Robert & Donna Barrett
Linda Barry
Robert & Ann Bates
Michael & Wilma Bauer
Robert Bauer
Robert & Nora Beach
Thomas Beck
Donald & Joyce Beckerich
Richard & Margaret Bedell
Michael & Sarah Benca
Lenny & Ellen Bevelacqua
David & Sharon Biek
Paul & Ellen Bielewicz
Walter Biskupski
Dr. Joseph Blair
James & Brooke Bleicher
James Boers
Robert & Janet Bomben
Dennis & Rebecca Bosse
Jeffrey & Lauren Bott
Phyllis Bowling
Robert & Nadine Boyd
Br. Edward Boyer
Edmund & Linda Bradley
Robert & Barbara Bradley
Scott & Sheryl Braley
Dennis Brennan
Thomas & Susan Brennan

Br. Edward Foken
Lawrence & Kathleen Fon
William & Carol Forssander
Robert & Mary Foster
James & Megan Fox
Raymond & Mary Lou Fox
William Fox
Norman & Jeanne Franz
Dr. Robert French
Robert & Rosemary Friedmann
Robert & Rose Frindt
John & Geraldine Froehlich
Richard & Eileen Funk
Henry Furman
Timothy Gaida
Gale Gehlhausen
Frederick Gentner
David & Judith Gergen
Joan Gibson
Kenneth & Kristin Gill
Br. Walter Gluhm
Thomas & Mary Ann Golden
Jerry Gonsiewski
Kenneth Goodpaster
J. William Goodwine
Col. Michael & Karen Gough
Thomas & Theresa Gretler
Brian Greve
Dennis & Anne Griffith
James Griffith
Michael Griffiths
Robert & Julianne Grimaldi
Bruce & Marilyn Gunsch
Michael & Martha Habing
Rudolf Haeussermann
Sean & January Hagan
Janet Haggerty
Leo & MaryEllen Hahn
W. David & S. Noel Hains
Jeffrey & Barbara Hale
Ken & Cindy Hamer
Hon. John & Caitlin Hanley
Richard & Rosemary Hansknecht
Denny Hartman
Audrey Hassenauer
Dennis & Nancy Haugh



Michael Hawley
Rev. Richard Hayatsu
Philip & Norma Heitz
Robert & Luann Hellwig
Eugene & Helene Henn
Sr. Mary Lois Hennel
Donald Hickey
Joseph & Gail Hickner
Kevin & Annette M. Hirl
Robert & l. Rozelle Hirschfelt
Donald & Margaret Hirz
John & Jacqueline Hobbs
John Hoffman
Daniel & Patricia Holland
Sr. Betty Hopf, S.P.
Carl & Anita Horn
Marc Horvath
James & Agnes Houk
Mary Huber
Peter & Joan Huber
Clarence & Alice Hupfer
Thomas & Susan Hynes
Frank & Geraldine Izban
Kathleen Jager
Dr. Leonard & Dorothy Janchar
Lois Jancik
Kenneth Jaszczor
Mary Jean
William & Laurie Johansen
Rolland & Nadine Johns
James & Nancy Johnson
Robert Jordan
Sean Jorgensen
Michael Jozic
John & Diane Kahl
Daniel & Vivian Kahrs
Joseph Kalmar
Dan & Carolyn Kasdorf
Christopher & Mary Kay
Aaron & Amy Kelty
David Kemp
John & Mary Ann Kenesey
Kevin Kenny
James Kerrigan
James & Kimberly Keultjes
Dennis Killeen
Ronald & Mary Kimlinger
Elwood King
Fred & Kathleen King
Michael & Beverly King

Wieslaw Klatt
Jerry & Pam Klawitter
Susan Klawitter
Eileen Kline
Laura Kline
Russell & Janet Kline
Rev. Thomas Kobuszewski
Robert Kochems
Richard & Andrea Koeth
Robert Kolopus
Ronald & Mary Ann Koncal
Edward & Judith Konecki
Anthony Konkoly
Mary Koster
Gerard Kotula
Mark & April Kovacs
Anthony & Kathleen Kozar
Lance & Marianne Krajacic
Richard & Linda Kranzfelder
Ronald & Linda Kron
Laura Kuchler
Ronald & Marilyn Kulikowski
Kenneth Kundert
William & Saundra Kurker
John Kush
Edward & Pamela LaBelle
James & Ellen LaBelle
Denise Labut
Nicholas & Mary Lagattuta
Robert & Barbara Lawless
Robert & Michelle Lawrence
Br. Joseph LeBon

Brian & Mackenzie Ledley
Laurence Lembach
Bruce & Clare Lescher
Edward & Mary Ellen LeViseur
James & Greta Lewis
Donald Liebert
James Ligas
Arlene Lis
Dr. Richard Loeffler
Frank & Ella Loffelman
Jerry & Beverly Love
Agustin & Celia Macias
Edward Mack
John Madden
W. Stephen & Lynne Mahle
Richard Maier
John & Lisa Malloy
Anthony & Mary Ann Manley
Rev. Frederick R. Mannara
Anthony Manning
Richard Markuszewski
C. Travis & Katherine Marshall
Patrick Marshall
Barry & Laetd Martin
William Martin
Dr. Mary Martucci
Thomas Matthes
James & Rebecca Matthews
Stephen Mattingly
William & Colleen Mattingly
William & Linda Mattingly
Thomas Mattioni

Brad & Mary McAuley
Joseph McCarthy
Lawrence & Janet McCarthy
Ronald McConville
Donald & Jeanne McDaniel
Kevin & Susan McDowell
Charles McGinley
Patrick & Maureen McGlynn
Sandra McGovern
Hugh & Jeanmarie McGowan
Patrick McGrath
Thomas & Barbara McLaughlin
Dr. David & Joanne McNamee
Rev. John P. McNulty
Daniel McPartlin
John McPartlin
Herbert & Madonna McTaggart
James McVay
Carl & Barbara Meisberger
Frank Mello
William Melrose
James & Andrea Menger
Peter & Linda Michelin
Richard & Colleen Michels
Michael Mick
Steven & Kathryn Miedziak
Patrick & Josephine Miles
Patrick & Carolyn Miller
Paul & Karen Miller
Thomas Miller
Thomas Miller
Victoria Miller
Jeffrey & Maureen Millmann
John Minnette
Marty Minnick
Timothy Misencik
Thomas Molnar
Michael Mooney
Timothy & Mary Kaye Mooney
Noreen Moran
Robert Moskowitz
James & Maureen Motter
James & Mary Kay Muehlbauer
Margaret Muehlenkamp
William & Mary Beth Mullenholz
James & Nancy Mulvaney
Harold & Melissa Munger
Dennis & Brenda Murphy
Donald & Donna Murphy
John Murphy
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“My four years at Memorial High School 
helped make me the person I am today.  
What I learned from the Brothers of 
Holy Cross, not just in the classroom, 
but by their example, shapes my 
everyday life. It may sound trite, but I 
want to make all my teachers proud.”

			  —Bill Bussing
Reitz Memorial, Evansville, Ind.

Class of 1974



Murlan Murphy
Robert Murphy
Dr. Russell Murphy
Stephen & Mary Najarian
John & Nancy Nedel
Richard & Patricia Nelson
Paul Nesbit
Donald Nester
Robert & Janet Newland
Robert Niec
James Niehus
Rev. Paul Nomellini
Raymond Normile
NDFCU
Terrence & Heidi Novak
Thomas & Mary Ann Novak
Kenneth Nowak
Bettina Nugent
Richard & Mary Nussbaum
Barry O’Brien
Thomas O’Hagan & Lydia Hervatin
Shirley Olberding
John & Carol Olechny
Patrick Oliver
Florence Olszowka
Gene Olszowka
Michael & Karen Ondrasek
Terence & Marilyn Osburn
Robert Osterland
Richard & Rose Mary Ozga
David & Mary Lou Pairitz
Kay Palinski
Bernard & Susan Paniak
Eugenie Parshall
Donald Paskert
Joseph & Sharon Passalacqua
Thomas & Elsa Pavlik
Daniel & Barbara Pawley
Gregory Pelzer
Roger & Patricia Pennycook
Peter & Sharon Peters
Thomas & Carolyn Peterson
Frank & Kathleen Piccione
James & Deborah Picklo
Christina Pilcavage
Sr. Margaret Platte
Kevin & Regina Pohlschmidt
Donald & Mary Kay Poinsette
Joan Polczynski
Hon. Tanya & Marcel Pratt

Robert Price
Leo Priemer
James & Carol Przybyla
Robert Purzycki
James & Pat Rakers
Ralph & Patricia Rath
Thomas Reder
Thomas Redmond
Michael & Gail Resch
William Rice
Dr. Bernard Richards
Louis Ripple
Marygayle Ritzert
David & Margaret Roach
Anthony Roback
Patricia Roberts
Jerome Rodak
Denise Roemer
Robert & Sylvia Rogowski
Patrick & Elizabeth Rohan
Cynthia Roseman
Dr. Herman & Dorisann Rusche
Vincent & Sue Sanders
Charles & Patricia Sasena
Dr. Anthony & Nieva Schapker
Henry Schapker
Scott & Michelle Schapker
Carol & Vince Scheller
Thomas Schilens
Herbert Schilling
Ruth Schmitz
William & Catherine Schmitz

Hugh & Marilyn Schoeffler
Charles & Janet Schooley
Bernard & Winifred Schorle
Paul Schraff
Lawrence & Marilyn Schweizer
Robert Sedlack
George & Penny Sent
Ronald Sersen
Dr. Stanley & Mary Jane Severyn
J. William & Kathleen Sharman
Mary Beth Shero
Dave Shivinsky
William Sienko
J. William & Wendy Sikora
Joseph & Maureen H. Sikora
William & Diane Simmons
Thomas & Kathryn Slattery
David Smith
Sr. Demetria Smith
Jay & Lucia Smith
Thomas Smith
Thomas Smith
Daniel & Eleanor Sniegowski
Gerald Spagnuolo
Ted Staniec
Robert & Nancy Stebbins
Charles Stevens
Michael & Catherine Stevens
Dr. David Stowe
Kenneth Strouse
Thomas Stuecheli
Eugene & Connie Sullivan
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Thomas & Patricia Sullivan
Robert Sumner
Roger & Amy Sutterluety
John Swisher
Dr. Martin & Patricia Szakaly
Joseph & Catherine Szczurek
Kenneth & Deborah Szul
Barry & Susan Szymanski
David Tarr
Dennis & Patricia Testa
Anthony & Jane Tietz
Joseph & Sally Tobin
James & Marybeth Trunk
Daniel & Claire Tully
Louis Ullenberg
Michael Urie
Margaret Van Der Gracht
Gary & Barb Vanwassehnova
William Vogt
Lawrence & Janet Wagner
James & Theresa Walsh
Eugene & Margaret Wantuck
Mary Ann Warner
David Weinberg
Daniel & Carla Weiss
Leo Weszka
Joseph Wickham
Hon. Charles & Jeanne Wiles
Dolores Williams
Marianne Williams
Patrick Willams
Lena Williamson
Charles & Kathleen Wilsbacher
John & Judy Wirtz
William Wisnor
Ronald Witt
Donald Wittgen
Daniel & Karen Wojnowski
Harold Wolf
Ronald & Joyce Ann Wolf
John Wyler
Raymond & Shirley Wyzguski
Marlene Yacso
Michael & Patricia Youngblood
Alex and Nancy Yovanovich
Richard & Jean Zahn
Denis Zamirowski
Jerome Zamirowski
Thomas Zigman

“My donation to the Brothers of Holy 
Cross was in memory of Clara and 
Paul Kessler. Clara was my sister, and 
she spoke highly of Brother Lew Brazil 
many times. He was such a tremendous 
help, especially to Clara. His caring 
and compassion was always  given. In 
talking to Brother Lew, I would like my 
donation to be used for the Health Care 
Program at Columba Hall.

—Helen Glushakow
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By Brother Philip Smith, CSC
Archivist, Midwest Province

In the Congregation of Holy Cross Midwest Province 
Archives there are four large boxes filled with 
thousands of letters written to Brother Columba 
O’Neil from 1912 to 1926. 

John O’Neil was born in Mackeysburg, Pa. in 
1848 and entered the Congregation of Holy Cross as 

a brother in 1874. 
For the next 42 years he labored in the humble capacity 

of a cobbler, repairing shoes and fabricating special shoes for 
people with foot and ankle problems. 

Brother Columba had a remarkable devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin and a great love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Sometime around 1900 he began making Sacred Heart 
badges and gave them to students when they came to pick 
up their shoes. He told many of them to pray a novena. 
“Say five times a day, for nine days (or more, if not cured), 
offering your prayers through the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and St. Joseph: ‘Sacred Heart of Jesus cure me! St. Joseph, 
pray for me to the Sacred Heart.’” 

Cures began to be reported and news of these “miracles” 
spread throughout South Bend and beyond. Brother 
Columba died in 1923. Letters continued to pour into the 
University of Notre Dame posted through the end of 1926. 
It is estimated that 
there are more than 
10,000 letters in the 
collection.

Of the nearly 3,000 
letters that have been 
processed, there are 
scores that thank 
Brother Columba for 
cures ranging from 
chronic headaches to 
blindness to polio. 
Brother Columba 
wrote in a letter 
to the father of a 
young girl cured of a 
“crippled” leg that he 
had, in a file cabinet 
in his cobbler shop, 
1,400 letters thanking 
him for cures.  

On a two-week stay in Joliet, Illinois, Brother Columba 
saw over 100 persons a day and reported that there were 
many cures each day. His superior requested him to return 
to South Bend, but Brother Columba asked to stay just a 
while longer because of the many people who begged to 
speak with him.

Brother Columba died Nov. 20, 1923, from complications 
related to the Spanish flu in the Community House, now 
called Columba Hall. Devotion to him during the current 
pandemic is appropriate. 

Brother Isidore Alderton wrote:
“News of his death soon spread to the people of South 

Bend, and dozens of members of the community, sisters 
and strangers were lining up to pass before his casket. For 
the past two days and nights the parlor in the Community 
House has become a veritable shrine. People brought cards, 
medals and trinkets to touch his hands and face. The high 
and the low, the rich and the poor, the learned and the 
unlearned all became as little children in his presence.”  

It is no wonder that during his life he was referred to as 
the Divine Healer and the Miracle Man of Notre Dame.  

Do we have another saint? Brother Columba’s life was special.

Brother Columba O’Neil served the Brothers of Holy Cross as a cobbler at the 
University of Notre Dame, repairing shoes and fabricating special shoes for people 
with foot and ankle problems. His devotion to the Blessed Mother and the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus garnered the friendship of students and residents in South Bend. 

This statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was 
Brother Columba’s and resided in his shoe shop. It 
now is in the Congregation’s archives at Notre 
Dame and is believed to be around 120 years old.
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For more information on the 

Brothers of Holy Cross
visit our website at:

www.brothersofholycross.com
The Brothers newsletter is a publication of the Development Office of 
the Midwest Province. For questions regarding the newsletter, address 
changes or other matters related to the development office please contact:

Brother Roy Smith, CSC, Director of Development,  
P.O. Box 460, Notre Dame, IN 46556-0460
(574) 631-2928 or rsmith@brothersofholycross.com

Please remember our deceased 
brothers in your prayers

Brother Thomas Charles Henning, CSC
at the age of 85 

died August 29, 2020
52 years of vowed religious life

Brother Wilbert (Clarence) Leveling, CSC
at the age of 103

died November 8, 2020
80 years of vowed religious life

St. Brother André continues to influence Holy Cross students

Of all the great leaders of the Catholic Church, and 
in particular with the Congregation of Holy Cross, 
a quiet humble brother is someone our schools are 
asking their students to learn about, emulate and 
appreciate the life of Brother André.

St. Brother André catapulted into the hearts and 
minds of students at Holy Cross schools when 
he was canonized a saint in 2010. Each school 
continues to acknowledge St. André in various 
ways bringing the life of this saint to life.

The Brother André Heart of Holy Cross 
award is presented to an Archbishop Hoban 
High School senior who has taken the Holy 
Cross mission to heart and follows the example 
of St. André. The recipient welcomes all and shows care and 
concern for the whole Hoban community. All who encounter the 
award winner recognize the hospitality of Christ. Hoban also has a 
second-class relic displayed outside Holy Cross Chapel.

The St. Brother André Bessette award is given each semester to 
two members of each of the four classes at Cathedral High School. 
Awardees are exemplary members of the Cathedral family who 
exhibit consistent effort, a positive attitude, generous service to 
others, involvement in student activities and Christian values.

Gilmour Academy has named its service program the St. 
Brother André Service program. The guidelines distributed to 
students includes a short biography about St. André.

Holy Trinity students learn about St. Brother André in religion 
classes as well as from artwork around the school. Schoolwide 
daily prayers often invoke St. André’s intercession and he is quoted 
regularly in the school president’s “Holy Cross quote of the day,” 
emailed to the Holy Trinity community every weekday.

The St. André Scholar Program was founded to support Notre 

Dame College Prep students who need additional resources to 
meet their full academic potential. The program provides one-to-
one and small group instruction in learning strategies and study 
skills. Scholars also have use of the resource technology available in 
the St. André Learning Resource Center. The André staff decides 
on accommodations, which may include extended time on tests, 

use of a recording 
device or one-to-one 
academic support 
among others.  

“The St. André 
Scholar program is 
an academic support 
program designed 

to support young men on the path toward lifelong, independent 
learning. St. André lived a life of unwavering faith despite facing 
many hardships from a young age. He is an excellent role model 
for our students who face their own academic challenges,” said 
Scott Dutton, director of campus ministry.

The monthly food pantry at St. Edward High School is called 
the St. Brother André’s Place in recognition of his model of Holy 
Cross hospitality. The pantry serves nearly 250 families and 
individuals from Lakewood and the far West Side of Cleveland 
with emergency supplies of groceries. 

St. Ed’s also has a St. André’s Scholar program for students with 
moderate cognitive disabilities who would like to attend St. Ed’s.

The St. Brother André Bessette, CSC Award is presented to 
the senior who goes above and beyond in living the Holy Cross 
charism of hospitality during his four years at St. Ed’s.

In addition to the six Holy Cross Schools in the United States, 
the Holy Cross Brothers have established St. Brother André 
Senior High School in Ghana.

“The door to heaven is the heart of 
Jesus. The key to this door is prayer 
and love.”

—St. Brother André Bessette
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St. Joseph Oratory stands atop 
Mount Royal in Montreal, Quebec. 
It was the vision of St. Brother André 
Bessette to make the Oratory a place 
of prayer to St. Joseph, the patron 
saint of the Brothers of Holy Cross. 

We celebrate the 10th anniversary 
of the canonization of St. Brother 
André, the first named saint of the 
Congregation to be recognized by 
the Catholic Church.


