
 

On April 12, 2003, Pope John 
Paul II declared Servant of God Basil 
Anthony Mary Moreau to be worthy of 
the title “Venerable.” The Decree on his 
virtue released by the Congregation for 
the Causes of Saints and signed by Jo-
seph Cardinal Saraiva Martins, Prefect, 
states that “Basil Anthony Mary Moreau, 
without relying on human means, placed 
his trust in God and found in Him the 
necessary strength to overcome the 
many serious difficulties and insults he 
faced. In the aftermath of the French 
Revolution, he strongly resolved to ef-
fectively renew the Church through par-
ish missions, the Christian education of 
youth and various works of charity.” 
The decree goes on to state that he 
founded the religious family of Holy 
Cross including men and women in or-
der to provide stability and continuation 
of this important work.   

 

The Decree of April 12, 2003, 
goes on to say that after the complete 
report to John Paul II by the Cardinal 
Prefect, the Pope approved it and or-
dered the proclamation of the Decree 
on the heroicity of the virtues of Basil 
Anthony Mary Moreau:  

“We declare that Father Basil Anthony 
Mary Moreau, Priest Founder of the men 
and women religious of the Congregation of 
Holy Cross, practiced the theological virtues 
of Faith, Hope and Charity towards God 
and neighbor, as well as the cardinal virtues 
of Prudence, Justice, Temperance and Forti-
tude annexed to them, to an heroic de-
gree.”   

Father Moreau’s cause was first 
introduced by the Bishop of LeMans be-
ginning in 1947 although the first decree 
regarding its introduction is dated in 
1955.  The nearly 50 year process so far 
has involved numerous steps and has 
required much work on the part of 
many people. At the current time, sev-
eral possible miracles are being exam-
ined in an effort to continue to move 
the process forward. 
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